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ABOUT  ADVERTISING. 


The  author  of  an  advertisement  criticised  in  the  Summer 
Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  writes  the  following 
amusing  and  cogent  defence  of  his  announcement,  in  reply 
to  the  somewhat  vehement  denunciations  of  "  Adeps 
Adeptis  "  : 

Having  read  with  great  interest  your  several  articles  on 
"  Chemists  Advertising,"  and  at  the  same  time  received  use- 
ful information,  must,  I  fear,  be  my  excuse  in  approaching 
you  upon  this  delicate,  but  thorny,  subject.  Being  the  un- 
fortunate writer  of  the  ad.  selected  by  you  as  best  showing 
how  an  ad.  should  not  be  written,  I  felt  that  a  few  lines 
stating  my  case  would  not  be  out  of  plaoe^  and  trust  you  will 
pardon  my  intrusion.  In  the  first  place,  the  matter  was 
drawn  up  for  a  handbill  8^  by  65,  and  not  a  6-inch  space  in  a 
newspaper,  as  suggested  by  you.  If  .I  remember  rightly,  the 
competition  was  not  fixed  for  any  given  ad.,  but  left  open 
to  competitors.  Whilst  admitting  that  your  reconstructed 
ad.  is  a  great  improvement,  judged  from  a  purely  typo- 
graphical point  of:  view,  I.  cannot' but  think,  had  my  copy 
been  gotten  up  by  one  as  well  versed  in  matters  typographical 
as  the  writer  of  the  article,  the  contrast  would  not  be  so 
great.  Herein  lies  my  difficulty,  and  I  venture  to  ask  yiour 
advice  as  to  the  best  means  of  obtaining  a  general  knowledge 
of  the  various  kinds  of  tj'pe.  Any  suggestion  or  hint  as  (b 
books  obtainable  on  the  subject  would  be  appreciated.  Con- 
cerning your  remarks  as  to  the  brevity  of  the  phrase  em- 
ployed, it  appears  that  I  have  been  labouring  under  a  de- 
lusion as  to  their  effectiveness,  although  the  results  liave 
.always. appeared  to  jiistify  their  use,  judged  from  an  £  s.  d. 
point  of  view.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  story- 
like, adverts,  of  such  ,  firms  as  Dr;  Williams,  Seigels,  kc^ 
have  created  a  bad  impression  upon  the  public  mind,  making 
them  extremely  cautious  as.  to.  wading  through .  some,  tale, 
only  to  find  that  they  have  been  "  sold."  To  better  illus- 
trate my  meaning,  I.  ha  vet  taken  the  liberty  of .  enclosing- 
specimens  of  booklets,  &c.,  in  which  I  have  made  free  use  of 
brief  phrases.  The  Balsam  of  Honey  advert.,  you  will 
probably  notice,  is  built  on  lines  suggested  by  yourself  in  a 
former  number  of  the  C.  &  D.  I  might  mention  that  it  has 
been  the  means  of  greatly  increasing  the  sale  of  this  proprie- 
tary. _  Only  a  few  weeks  ago  a  representative  of  a  large 
printing  firm  commended,  me  upon,  my  ads.  in  the  booklet 
"  How  Money's  Made,"  emphasising  the  value  of  the  brevity 
exhibited.  This  made  your  rather  severe  criticism  "  hit  the 
harder,"  but  being  just  a  Ph.C.  taking  up  this  work  as  a 
-hobby,  resulting  in  the  quadrupling  the  firm's  returns  in 
less  than  five  years  in  this  branch  of  their  business,  the 
advertising  and  putting  up  of  which  I'wholly  control,  I  am 
always  open  to  learn,  and  am  never  above  criticism,  as  this 
acts  as  a  stimulus  to  go  one  better  next  time. 

"Adeps  Adeptis,"  invited  to  remark  upon  the  above, 
writes  : 

Your  correspondent'.s  letter  and  the;  printed  matter 
which  he  encloses  show  him  to  be  a  practitioner,  of  the  art  of 
advertising  worthy  of  the  strictest -critic's,  steel ;  but  does  he 
not  entirely  answer  the  hardest  . things. said  .of  him  when  he 
informs  you  that  his  work  has  justified  itself  from  what  he 
calls  "the  £  s.  d.  point  of  view"?  Advertising  which  pays 
is  good  advertising,  on  the  face  of  it.  However,  I  cannot 
bring  myself  to  think  that  a  writer  of  this  degree  of  capacity, 
and  a  thinker  of  this  clearness,  could  not  do  better ;  and 
when  he  leaps  from  the  opinion  that  "  catch-story  "  advertise- 
ments have  rather  fatigued  the  public  (as  to  which  opinion 
the  only  judgment  worthy  of  attention-  would  be  that  of  Mr. 
A.  J.  White's  and  Dr.  Williams'  sales-books)  to  the  deduction 
that  all  sustained  argument  in  advertising  is  wrong,  policy,  I 
think  he  leaps  too  far. 

Knowledge  as  to  various  kinds  of  type  can  be  obtained  by 
borrowing  the  specimen  book  of  any  good  printing  firm— or 
several  such  books  from  several  such  Tfirms.  In  order  to  learn 
how  to  use  type  effectively,  your  correspondent  could  not  do 
better  than  study  American  examples,  of  which  he  will  find 
niany  excellent  ones  in  any  American  magazine,  if  he  can 
get  the  American  edition,  containing  the  American  adver- 
tisements. Even  an  American  newspaper  would,  to  a  man  of 
his  thoughtfulness,  teach  a  good  deal. 


The  Latest  from  Bolton.— Two  men  in  Bolton,  are  in 
business  together.  They  are  sons  of  the  same  father  and 
mother  yet  are  not  brothers.  What  are  they?  Chemists, 
of  course,  because  thoy  are  Knott  Brothers  ! 

How's  Baby  getting  on  ?  Doesn't  he  require  a  little  of 
my  famous  "Norwegian"  Cod  Liver  Emulsion  as  an  "Up- 
bu.ild«ri'  ?  Most  little  ones  need  it  this  time  of  the.  year. 
It  is  easily  digested  and  very  palatable.  Baby  is  sure  to 
like  it!    [A  paragraph  ad.  from  the  "Business  Motor."] 


ETHER-EAL. 

(Tr(77t  apologies  to  Mr.  11'.  S.  Gilbert.) 

["  A  method  liaa  been  devised  by  means  of  which  the  growth  of 
plants  may  be  forced  so  that  they  blossom  many  weeks  before  the 
normal  season.  The  process  consists  of  spraying-  the  plants  under 
certain  epecifled  conditions  with  etlier." — Daily  Paper.} 

The  flowers  that  bloom  in  the  Spring,  tra-la, 

Will  now  have  to  take  a  back  seat; 
For  Science  is  going  to  bring,  tra-la, 
To  pass  a  remarkable  thing,  tra-la, 
Spring  flowers  that  bloom  before  Spring, 
Dame  Nature  they're  trying  to  beat. 
So  that's  what  we  mean,  when  we  say  and  wc  sing, 
"  You're  out  of  the  fashion  sweet  flowers  of  the  Spring." 
Tra-la-la-la-la-la,  etc. 

Yes,  ether  they're  going  to  spray,  tra-la. 

And  doctor  the  buds  as  they  grow  ; 
A-nd  so  if  they  do  all  they  say,  tra-la, 
At  Christmas  we'll  all  gather  may,  tra-la, 
And  wear  summer  roses  all  clay. 
Although  it  is  starting  to  snow. 
It  won't  matter  then  if  there's  snow  on  the  ground: 
The  sweet-scented  flowers  will  always  be  found. 
Tra-la-la-la-la-la,  etc. 

It  seems  that  there  isn't  a  doubt,  tra-la, 

The  world  is  a  bit  upside  down  ; 
In  August  the  publishers  shout,  tra-la, 
"  The  Yule-tide  numbers  are  out,  tra-la," 
And  at  Christmas  if  may  is  about. 

In  May  we'll  be  getting  quite  brown. 
In  July  we'll  hope  to  get  skating  at  last. 
And  all  die  at  thirty  through  living  so  fast. 

Tra-la-la-la-la-la,  etc.  W.  H.  A. 


TALES  TOLD  BY  CHEMISTS. 


To  THE  Doctor. — Mr.  W.  E.  Miller,  dispensing  chemist 
to  the  St.  Pancras  Guardians,  sends  the  following  : 

Dr.  Smith, — Sir,  on  account  of  heing  so  Costaff  I  have  not 
Pass  a  Motion  since  last  Friday  you  will  greatly  oblige  by 
giveing  Bearer  some  think  For  it. 

Two  other,  coromunications.  for.  doctors  also  sent  by  Mr. 
Miller  are  of  interest,  but  scarcely  pharmaceutical. 

A  Ticehurst  Subscriber  sends  us  the  following  docu- 
ment, which  needs  no  comment  : 

Scene,  chemist's  shop.    Enter  Raw  Youth. 

R.  Y.  :  This  ain't  an  ironmonger's,  then  ;  it's  a  chemist's. 

Druggist :  Yes  ;  the  ironmonger's  is  on  the  other  side. 

R.  Y.  :  Wall,  I  thought  this  was  our  ironmonger's  when  I 
seed  they  dog-collars  -in  the  window. 

Druggist :  Dog-collars  !    There  are  no  dog-collars  there. 

R.  Y. :  What  be  they  things  in  the  window,  then  ? 

Druggist :  Oh  !   Trusses  !  ! 

In  South  Africa. — This  is  what  Mr.  N.  Coaker,  of 
Ladybrand,  has  to  decipher  occasionally ; 

Dear  Sir,  Mahaeser,  Will  you  please  be  so  kind  and  give 

the  girl  Lipillisi  tse  tsuanang  le  tsa  Maabone  tso  keneke 

rometse  hore  lilto  latoa  nwo  tse  rekelseng  maobane.  Yours 

very  truly,  P.  Somson. 
Mr.  Coaker  translates  it  ' '  six  pills  the  same  as  the  girl 
had -before." — Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  Grahamstown,  recently 
had  a  written  order  for  "fluid  magnesia."  A  bottle  was 
supplied,  but  was  returned  with  a  note  to  say  that 
"powder  fluid  magnesia"  was  wanted. — From  the  "Gum- 
free  Pharmacy,"  at  Durban,  we  have  a  counter  order  for 
"  sal-vo-la-til-ee,"  indicating  a  Chinese  purchaser  probably. 
—Mr.  J.  E.  Jones  (W.  N.  Cooper  &  Co.),  of  Mafeking, 
sends  via  his  father,  Mr.  Jones,  chemist,  Swinton,  the 
following  well-written  but  quaintly  worded  native  request  ; 

Chemists  Mafeking. 
The  Bearer  Senokoane  wants  Medicine  to  work  his  nose 
which  do  not  work  since  the  month  of  December  1902  We 
think  it  Influenza  Please  give  him  a  medicine  which  you 
think  will  cause  his  nose  to  work  they  seem  to  be  dry 
always  and  do  not  produce  any  staff  since  the  foresaid 
month.  Please  see  how  you  could  manage  it  yourself 
weather  You  give  him  the  Chamberlain's  Caugh  Remedy. 

The  following  is  a  specimen  of  a  Dutch  counter  request-; 
"  Eng  sold,  perement  carmdriples  ironsens  bursdreaplo." 
These  translated  appear  as  "  Epsom  salts  (or  English  salts), 
Peppermint  Ess.,  Kraam  Dorppels,  Wonder  Essence,  Borst 
Drippels,"  the  last  three  being  Dutch  medicines. 
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T'E'R'NLS, 

gdi  p^^  word  with  name  and  address,    1  di  per  word  if  we  register  the  address  and  attach  a  number. 
No  Advertisement  Inserted  for  less  than  6d. 

Limited  to  the  Advertisements  of  Surplus  Stock,  not  of  a  Wholesale  chiracter,  of  Shop  Fi'tinjs  (s«condhnnd),  Appiratus,  Photographic  Goods,  Booki 

and  Periodicals,  Formulae,  Addresses  Wanted,  and  Articles  Wanted. 

DEPOSIT. — The  purchaser  of  anything  advertised  in  the  Exchange  Oolumn  may  remit  the  amount  to  us,  and  we  only  pay  the  money  deposited  M 
advice  from  the  remitter.  We  charge  a  commission  of  6d.  on  any  transaction  of  £3  or  less,  or  U,  if  above  that  amount  whlob  i 
payable  by  the  purchaser. 

ReMittances  payable  to  gPWABP  MAXSK,  and  crossed  BfARTIir'S  BAITK,  X/IIH TTRD. 


THE  EXCHANGE  COLUMN 
is  a  mature  and  welNattested  medium  for  disposing  of  Surplus  Stock  and  Secondliand  Fittings.  It 
does  its  woric  quickly  and  effectively,  and  Advertisers  tell  us  that  they  make  money  by  it. 
Look  up  your  old  stock,  and  send  an  advertisement  for  the  next  issue.  Qoods  which  may  not 
sell  in  your  locality  may  find  a  ready  sale  elsewhere.  Clear  your  shelves  of  all  old  stock  to 
make  room  for  new  goods,  and  put  money  in  your  pocket. 


FOR  niSPOSAILi. 


APPARATUS. 

Balance,  circular  beam,  latest  pattern,  quite  new,  suit  aualj'st,  weigh  to 
mil. ;  also  Sartorius  weights ;  sacrifice  £8.  45/22,  Office  of  this 
Paper. 

Terpeneless  oil  of  lemon  apparatus,  capacity  30  pints  ;  gingerine  appa- 
ratus, capacity  3  to  5  cwt.  ginger.  Apply,  "EsoixEBK"  (43/1), 
Office  of  this  Paper. 


DRUGS  AND  CHEMICALS. 

6  cwt.  crushed  lini.,  B.P.,  and  3  cwt.  linseed ;  14'.  cwt.  f.o.r.  "  Manager," 
52  West  Street,  Oldham. 

OPTICAL  AND  PHOTOGRAPHIC. 

74  microscope-slides,  2«.  doz.,  lis.  lot ;  exchange,  approval.  Lixtin, 

1 70  Freedom  Road,  Sheffield. 
Batcher's  50j.  "  Midg"  camera;  also  2-guinea  foldiug  pocket  Kodak; 

good  condition.   What  offers  to  15/15,  Office  of  this  Paper? 


SHOP  FITTINGS. 

Maliogany  desk,  with  showcase  front ;  as  Maws',  fig.  2725.  Send  card 
for  particulars  and  price,  YofXG,  Chemist,  Liskeard. 


SHARES. 

Shares  for  sale.— See  Miscellaneous  column  (p.  64). 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Riley  "Home"  bath-cabinet;  new;  complete,  15j.,  carriage  forward, 

OoLDWKix,  Broadway,  Southend. 

Offers  for  cold-process  suppository-machine,  good  condition,  appro., 
carriage  paid  one  way;  Freck's  tabloid-machine,  damaged,  reriuirca 
new  handle,  will  take  10*.  f.o.r.;  Stanla-d  teeth-shade  guide,  coRt 
6s.  6d.,  will  take  4!.  6<?.,  perfect  condition  ;  box  metal-bodied  ruljber- 
faced  type,  only  2s.,  worth  double ;  offers,  Wright's  shampoo-powder 
(I  doz.  Is.),  KokoCl  doz.  each  size),  Mellin's  food  (is.  6/.)  An.i^, 
Chemist,  Exeter. 


Four  pear-shape  carboys  and  blocks;  perfect.  A.  Tuox,  rinxloi), 
Derbyshire. 

Sargeon's  instrument  cabinet ;  Harvard  m»ltl  p-eferrcd.  42/38, 
Office  of  this  Paper. 

Old  artificial  teeth  bought ;  cash  per  return  post,  "Dentist," 80  Shaftea- 
bury  Avenue,  London. 

Counter  and  dispensing  scales  and  weights,  mortars,  measures,  4c.; 
cheap.  "  Chemist,"  Robin  Hood's  Cay. 

Postcard  or  i  pl.  folding  pocket  Kolik,  goo<l  condition;  also  jet, 
oxygen-cylinder,  screen,  and  porfalde  stand  for  lantern ;  cheap  for 
cash.  Sixci.im,  Chemist,  Falkirk. 


Printed  by  Bfottiswoodi  &  Oo,  Ltd.,  New-itreet  Sqwre ;  and  FubUibed  at  the  Office,  42  Oannon  Street,  In  the  Olty  of  lionioa,— December  24, 1E04. 
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when  questions  respecting  the  metric  system  and  medicine 
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and  perhaps  someone  may  do  so  well  as  to  get  a  five-guinea 
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SOMETHING  TO  THINK  ABOUT. 

Not  necessary,  perhaps,  during  the  Christmas  holidays,  but 
I'eflections  come  even  in  the  midst  of  festivities;  and  should 
these  turn  towards  business  and  how  to  make  it  progrecs 
during  1905,  think  of  the  possibilities  of  sending  your  price- 
list  or  a  neatly-got-up  circular  to  the  best  12,000'  buyers  in 
the  British  Empire  and  in  other  countries  doing  business  with 
this  country.  The  people  at  home  and  the  best  abroad  will 
get  the  Winter  Issue  of  the  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
January  28,  1905,  and  the  Publisher  is  receiving  circulars  and 
price-lists  as  insets  in  the  issue.    Write  to  him  for  particulars. 


The  New  U.S. P.  will  not  be  ready  until  April  next  (p.  1011). 

A  New  Poisons  Law  is  being  promoted  in  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments (p.  1010). 

Mr.  J.  S.  Radford,  Ph.c,  Nottingham,  has  died  from 
chloral-poisoning  (p.  1007). 

The  Words  and  Music  of  a  chemist's  song  for  the  season 
will  bo  found  on  pp.  1016-7. 

The  Cape  Colony  Pharmacy  Board  met  last  month,  and 
wo  report  proceedings  on  p.  1010. 

The  Marquis  of  Waterford  carries  on  an  aerated-water 
manufactory  at  Dungarvan  (p.  1008). 

Full  Particulars  regarding  the  new  regulation  as  to  the 
use  of  phosphorus  in  fireworks  will  bo  found  on  p.  1022. 

I'uhtheh  Interesting  Particulars  in  respect  to  the  produc- 
tion and  classification  of  gelatin  and  glue  will  be  found  on 
p.  1029. 

The  B.  p.  Characters  and  Tests  for  castor  oil  need  revision, 
says  Mr.  L.  M.  Nash,  who  gives  some  useful  analytical 
factors  (p.  1023). 

The  Man  who  thinks  he  made  cinchonidinc  a  commercial 
possibility  is  suing-  Mrs.  Walker,  of  Philadelphia,  for  com- 
pensation in  respect  to  his  belief  (p.  1011). 

Some  of  the  topics  discussed  by  correspondents  are  opsonic 
power  of  blood,  cyllin  in  tuberculosis,  syr.  iodo-tannicus,  and 
the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association  (p.  1031). 

The  death  of  Mr.  Glaisyer,  solicitor,  Birmingham,  from 
appendicitis,  is  reported.  He  did  much  for  chemists  and 
druggists  in  the  Trade  Association  days  (p.  1014). 

Swiss  Chemical  Industry  is  agitated  about  the  threatened 
taxation  of  denatured  alcohol  for  manufacturing-purposes, 
and  a  Swiss  Patent  Law  demanded  by  Germany  (p.  1011). 

The  Names  of  those  who  have  passed  th^  Spectacle-makers' 
Company's  examinations  this  month  are  given  on  p.  1007,  and 
one  of  the  successful  men  gives  his  experience  on  p.  1018. 

Glasgow  Chemists  have  had  a  warm  discussion  about 
early  closing.  City  v.  Suburbs  being  the  condition  and  it  was 
finally  decided  to  get  a  committee  to  arranp'J!  the  matter 
(p.  1025). 

The  British  Optical  Association  propose  to  introduce  a 
Bill  into  Parliament  w'ith  a  view  to  stopping  sight-testing  by 
others  than  those  registered  under  the  Statute  and  registered' 
medical  practitioners  (p.  1020). 

A  Pharmacist's  Impressions  of  the  United  States  were 
given  by  Mr.  William  Mair  to  the  North  British  Branch  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  this  week.  Notes  of  his  lantern- 
lecture  will  be  found  on  p.  1024. 

The  death  at  Hammersmith  alleged  to  be  due  to  Steed- 
man's  powders  has  been  proved  to  have  nothing  to  do  with 
that  medicine,  which  several  expert  witnesses  have  testified 
not  to  contain  a  narcotic  (p.  1007). 

Metallo  Therapy  is  "Xray.ser's"  subject  this  week.  He 
starts  with  Professor  Hewlett's  lecture,  and,  working  from 
that  to  Dr.  Robin's  "  discovery  "  of  metallic  ferments,  writes 
in  fascinating  style  of  cognate  matters  (p.  1019). 

Business  in  drugs  and  chemicals  is  already  of  a  holiday 
character,  and  no  important  changes  have  taken  place. 
Bromides  are  worth  watching,  however.  Cetaceum  and' 
hydrastis  canad.  are  dearei'.  Potash  chlorate  and  potash 
cyanide  are  firmer.  Shellac  is  on  the  decline,  and  tartaric 
acid  is  easier  (p.  1034). 

We  print  a  comprehensive  statement  by  Mr.  Richard 
Broadhead,  of  Batley,  in  support  of  his  contention  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  should  take  proceedings  against  a 
limited  company  for  the  use  of  the  title  "  Chemist  and  drug- 
gist," or  its  equivalent.  The  statement  was  made  to  the 
Leeds  Chemists'  Association  (p.  1027). 

"  The  Wholesalers'  Responsibdity  "  is  the  title  of  a  paper 
read  by  Mr.  John  C.  Umney  to  the  Western  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion this  week.  He  confined  himself  to  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  discussing  the  standards  for  drugs,  and  showing 
that  the  tendency  of  retailers  to  demand  warranties  from 
wholesalers  entitles  the  latter  to  some  higher  consideration 
in  price  than  in  the  sale  of  articles  to  which  no  guarantee  and 
little  responsibility  ^ittaches.  The  paper  is  printed  on  p. 
1037,  and  the  discussion  upon  it  on  p.  1030. 

A  ISIerry  Christmas 
to  all  readers  of 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
This  wish  we  exnress  more  fully  on  p.  1C21. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked   items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  tlie  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  East  Preston  (Sussex)  Board  of  Guardians  have 
accepted  the  tender  of  Mr.  C.  F.  Smart,  Littlehanipton, 
for  cjuinine  at  l.v.  Id.  per  oz.,  and  cod-liver  oil  at  8.v'.  bd. 
per  gal. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Cheltenham  and  District  Chemists' 
Association  of  Thursday  evening,  Mr.  Barron,  the  Presi- 
dent,^ was  to  give  his  reminiscences  of  the  1904  Conference 
meeting. 

The  death  is  announced  of  Mr.  T.  A.  Pooley,  B.Sc., 

F.  I.C,  who  had  acted  conjointly  with  Dr.  Bernard  Dyer 
as  analyst  to  the  West  Ham  Town  Council.  Dr.  Dyer  has 
been  appointed  to  the  position  for  three  months. 

For  selling  as  the  "  best  white-lead  "  a  mixture  of  40  per 
cent,  of  barytes  and  60  per  cent,  of  white-lead,  Messrs.  J. 
Salmon  &  Son-,  oilmen,  Hornsey,  were  on  December  21  fined 
IGL,  and  10/.  10s.  costs,  under" the  Merchandise-marks  Act. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Doncaster  Board  of  Guardians 
a  letter  was  read  from  the  Local  Government  Board  to  the 
effect  that,  in  their  opinion,  expensive  medicines  should 
1)6  supplied  at  the  expense  of  the  Guardians,  and  not  by 
Ihe  medical  officers. 

The  Brighton  borough  analyst  last  week  reported  to  his 
Council  that  among  the  samples  submitted  to  him  for 
analysis  during  the  preceding  three  months  were  one  sample 
of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  20  per  cent,  deficient  in  nitrous  ether, 
and  one  sample  of  tincture  of  iodine  3  per  cent,  deficient  in 
iodine.  A  sample  of  milk  food,  an  infant's  food,  said  to 
be  "starch-free"  was  found  to  contain  10  per  cent,  of 
starch. 

Xmas  Holic'ays  ai  d  Stocktaking. 

Messrs.  Davy  Hill  A-  Co..  Park  Street,  Soutlnvark.  S.E., 
will  close  on  December  26  and  27. 

Tvrasmic  Co.,  Ltd.,  Warring-ton,  will  cloj-e  their  offices  from 
..Saturday,  December  24,  until  Wednesday  moniinf?-,  Decem- 
ber 28.  ~  a, 

Messrs.  C.  J.  Hewlett  d-  Son,  35-42  Charlotte  Street,  Great 
li-astern  Street,  E.C:.,  will  clo.se  on  December  26  and  27  and 
tor  stocktaking-  on  December  29. 

Messrs.  Mace  A  Haldavc.  94  Milton  Street,  E.G.,  will  close 
on  December  26  and  27  for  holidays,  and  on  December  31  for 
stocktaking. 

Sanitas  Co  Ltd..  Bethnal  Green,  E.,  will  clo.se  their  fac- 
tories from  December  24  to  December  28. 

Industrial  Alcohol  Inquiry. 
A  meeting  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
"se  of  duty-free  spirit  for  industrial  purposes  was  held  in 
the  Boaj-d-room,  Somerset  House,  on  December  20  The 
menibers  present  were  Sir  H.  W.  Primrose  K  C  B  C  S  I 
(Chairman),  the  Hon.  J.  Scott-Montagu,  ]\LP..  Sir'willianl 
Holland,  M.P.,  Sir  William  Crookes.  Dr.  T.  E  Thorpe 

G.  B.,  Mr.  L.  D.  Nicholson,  and  Mr.  T.  Tyrer.  The  wit- 
nesses exaniined  were  Mr.  J.  J.  Gittings  (representing 
Messrs.  Gittings,  Hills  &  Boothby,  Ltd.,  Birmingham),  Mi 
A.  T  Cocking  (representing  Messrs.  Kyncch,  Ltd  Bir- 
mingham), and  Mr.  A.  T.  Clarke  (representing  the  Hent- 
schel  Colour-type  Co.,  Ltd.). 

L.O.C.  School-managers. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  on  Decem- 
ber ^0,  the  Education  Committee  submitted  a  selected  list 
from  tho.se  nominated  by  the  Metropolitan  Borough  Coun- 
cils to  act  as  the  Council's  managers  on  the  Committees  of 
Managers  of  L.C.C.  sc  hools.    Among  those  nominated  were 
Messrs.  A.  P.  Barnard  88  Colmnbia  Road.  N.E.,  chemist: 
W.  Pickard,  80  North  End  Road,  S.W.,  chemLst ;  W 
1  earce,  Bow  Common,  E.,  chemical-manufacturer  •  T  H  W 
i  Eowden,  36  Jessica 

Koad,  Wandsworth,  chemist;  and  E.  Crawshaw,  25  Tol- 
lington  Park,  manulacturing  chemist. 

Birmingham  Note?." 

Several  pharmacy  firms  have  agreed  to  close  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday  after  Christmas  Day. 

Phcebe  Hiscox  has  recovered  4.s.  bd.  wages  and  costs 
fi'om  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Raybould  &  Co.  for  dismissal  before 
her  notice  to  leave  had  half  expired. 


It  has  to  be  recorded  with  great  regret  that  throughout 
our  district  assistants  out  of  berths  are  far  too  numerous. 
One  chemist  v;ho  advertised  in  the  ('.  <t'  7^.  Supplement 
spent  half  a  day  in  sending  courteous  and  sympathetic 
replies  to  applicants. 

At  the  Birmingham  Assizes  a  libel  action  brought  by  a 
former  employe  (Reuben  Squire)  against  Mr.  Raybould,  of 
Messrs.  Raybould,  Whitehouse  &  Co..  Ltd.,  chemists  and 
druggists,  Dudley,  was  settled  by  agreement  against  the 
latter,  with  nominal  damages  and  costs. 

Under  the  regimen  of  the  new  M.O.H.  pharmacy  ought 
to  benefit.  The  Council  are  advising  portable  baths  and 
washing-materials  for  "court"  tenantry,  and  are  interest- 
ing themselves  in  humanised  milk.  They  arc  also  to  visit 
towns  to  see  what  is  done  in  this  direition.  Disinfectants 
are  much  in  order. 

Mr.  Joseph  Ernest  Jones  has  passed  the  B.Sc.  examina- 
tion of  the  London  University  :  he  was  a  pupil  of  Mr. 
F.  H.  Alcock,  F.I.C..  F.C.S.,  for  two  years,  and  after- 
wards demonstrator  in  science  at  the  Wolverhampton 
Technical  School.  He  is  now  engaged  as  research  chemist 
in  the  Rudge-Whitworth  cycle  laboratories  at  Coventry. 

If  an  outsider  might  make  a  suggestion  in  the  matter  of 
the  next  Association  smoker,  it  would  be  to  have  brighter 
and  cheerier  items.  One  excellently  rendered  song  "The 
blind  girl  to  her  harp";  a  recitation.  "Gone  with  a  hand- 
somer man — Fifteen  minutes  in  hell,"  and  "  Eugene  Aram's 
Dream"  (this  the  last  item)  were  "  creepy"  features  of  the 
last  otherwise  excellent  entertainment.  Several  "commer- 
cials" were  present,  and  the  question  of  the  Shop-hours  Act  . 
met  with  a  varied  reception.  Generally  all  were  agreed 
about  the  holiday,  but  the  suburban  pharmacist  considered 
it  impracticable,  and  Mr.  Perry  and  another  thought  tho 
matter  outside  the  realms  of  pharmacy. 

By  the  death  of  Mr.  Registrar  Glaisyer.  which  took  place 
on  Monday,  a  very  old  friend  of  pharmacy  has  been  re- 
moved from  the  Midlands.  Many  of  the  older  members  of 
the  craft  in  ISirmingham  had  occasion  to  consult  him  in 
bygone  years  upon  matters  of  j^harmaceuticvTl,  dental,  and 
medical  import.  There  was  a  large  gathering  of  members 
of  both  branches  of  the  legal  profession,  including  Mr. 
Freeman,  barrister-at-law  and  chemist,  in  court  on  Tuesday 
morning,  when  Judge  Sir  Richard  Plarington  made  sympa- 
thetic reference  to  Mr.  Glaisyer's  career.  The  President  of 
the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association  (Mr.  A.  W. 
Gerrard)  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  James  A.  Radford) 
were  to  be  present  in  a  representative  capacity  at  the 
funeral  on  Thursday  at  Witton. 

Sheffield  Notes. 
Committees  have  been  formed  in  all  the  munii  ipal  wards 
of  the  city  for  carrying  out  a  scheme  for  providing  break- 
fasts for  needy  children  attending  the  public  elementary 
schools;  Councillor  A.  Russell  Fo,x,  F.L.S.,  chemist  and 
druggist,  being  appointed  Chairman  of  the  committee  for 
the  Crookesmoor  Ward. 

"A  delightful  story"  is  how  the  "Sheffield  Daily  Tele- 
graph" begins  a  review  of  Mrs.  Fred  Reynolds's  new  novel, 
and  proceeds  to  compare  her  effort  with  those  of  the  late 
Richard  Jeffries.  "  There  is  the  keenest  love  of  nature  re- 
vealed throughout  the  pages  of  this  altogether  charming 
story,  very  nearly  an  idyll  of  humble  life,"  says  the  re- 
viewer. 

Sir  Mortimer  Durand  on  the  St.  Louis  Exhibition. 

The  followintr  desnatch  has  been  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  by  his  Majesty's  Am- 
bassador at  Washington  upon  the  ]3ritish  Sections  at  the 
St.  Louis  Exhibition  : 

Washington,  November  18,  1904. 

My  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  I  Imvc  just 
returned  from  a  visit  to  the  Purchase  Exposition  at  Saint 
Louis.  The  E.xposition  is  on  a  very  large  scale,  and  many 
of  the  builrliiigs  and  exhibits  are  really  fine. 

I  think  that  his  Majesty's  Government  has  reason  to  bo 
sati.sfipd  with  tho  display  made  by  Groat  jiritain.  Tlii^ 
British  exhiliits  were  well  housed,  and  attracted  much 
attention.  Though  in  many  particulars  they  cannot  bo 
regarded  as  representative  of  the  country,  they  arc  in  some 
resnects  very  good. 

The  British  Art  Section  was  generally  regarded  as  con- 
Uiiiiner  the  best  collection  of  pictures  in  the  Exposition. 
The  Educational  Section  seemed  to  create  general  surprise. 
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The  pottery  was  greatly  admired  and  was  selling  freely. 
The  Jubilee  Presents,  which  occupied  a  large  separate 
gallery,  were  visited  by  a  constant  stream  of  people.  The 
Pavilions  of  the  British  Colonies  and  Possessions  were  also 
much  visited,  and  the  Indian  Commissioner  seemed  greatly 
pleased  with  the  success  of  his  exhibit. 

On  November  10  I  dined  with  President  Francis  and  the 
principal  Directors  of  the  Exposition.  President  Francis 
proposed  the  health  of  the  King,  which  was  drunk  with 
much  cordiality  by  all  the  Americans  present.  I  thanked 
them  for  this,  and  said  a  few  words  regarding  the  interest 
which  the  King  and  the  Prince  of  N^'ales  had  taken  in  the 
Exposition.  Thereupon  President  Francis  made  a  speecli 
in  which  he  specially  referred  to  the  Jubilee  Presents,  in- 
forming us  that  the  decision  of  the  King  to  send  them  over 
had  been  of  the  greatest  help  to  him,  inducing  foreign 
nations  to  accept  the  Exposition  as  a  serious  affair,  and  to 
contribute  liberally. 

The  Exposition  breaks  up  early  in  December,  after  a 
visit  by  President  Roosevelt. 

I  think  our  participation  in  it  has  had  a  good  effect  on 
the  relations  between  the  two  countries,  and  that  the  e.x- 
penditure  involved  was  not  unprofitable. 

I  have,  etc., 

H.  M.  DUH.\ND. 

Spectacle-makers'  Examinations. 

The  following  are  the  pass  lists  in  the  examinations  held 
by  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Spectacle-makers  last 
month.  The  names  indicated  by  asterisks  are  those  of 
pharmaceutical  chemists,  chemists  and  druggists,  or  those 
carrying  on  a  chemist'.s  business  : 

Special  Exam i nation . 
Baker,  G.  F..  Gloucester         Goodman,  S.  L.,  Glasgow. 
Gilberd,  H.  S.,  Kdinburgli     *Tugwell,  P.  T..  Richmond 

(rcticral  Examination. 
*Wilson,  J.,  Chiswick  Gauter,  F.  S.,  Dublin 

*Mercer,  F.  N..  Llandudno     *Crosland,  W.  H.,  Sutton 

"Metcalfe,  H.  R..  Newburv  I  *Baxter,  Mrs.  M.,  Bromley 

*Tugwell,  P.  T.,  Richmond'  '  Newbold,  B.,  Manchester 
"Flint,  C,  Catford  Cranmer,  H.  E.,  Minehead 

■"Black,  H.  M.,  Brighton  Rawlings.  A.  J.,  Croydon 

*Cocker,  L.  A.,  Llandudno  "French,  J.  E..  Sittingbourne 
*Stooke,  F.  A.,  Chatiiani  *Jones,  W.  M.,  Aberystwyth 

*White,  W.  PL,  Doncaster      *Littlefield.  W.  H.,  Ventnor 

"Thomas,  W.,  Llanelly  :  Allder,  P.  G.,  Teddington 
Potts,  A.  J.,  Birmingham      Fielder,  A.  E.,  Portsmouth 

Garlick,  T.,  Newbury  ;  Ansell,  L.,  Sheffield 
Warner,  H.  P.,  London 

Sigh  t-teftin  <j  Exam  in  at  io  n . 

*Brown.  PL,  Nottingham  i  *Houghton,  G.  E.,  Margato 
Green,  H.  L.,  Windsor  "Metcalfe,  H.  R.,  Newbury 

*Evans,    C.    W.,    Matlock  ,  -'Black,  H.  Milner,  Brighton 

Bridge  •  "Fielding,  P.  J.  G.,  Cork 
Wright,  W.  J.,  London  Caryl,  W.  P.,  Cardiff 

Llarrison,  W..  Grays  *Wlute.  W.  H.,  Doncaster 

Hill,  S.,  London  "Thomas,  W.,  Llanelly 

Neubert,  F.  A.,  Southport        Potts,  A.  J.,  Birmingham 
Warner,  F.,  London  Warner,  P.  H.,  London 

Perkin,  F.  W.,  Wakefield         "Crosland.  W.  H.,  Sutton 
'"Maskew.  W..  Clacton  Cranmer,  H.  E..  Minehead 

Blyth,  F.  W.,  Epping  Williams.  E.,  Wellington 

Clark,  A.  B.,  London  ,  Rawlings,  A.  J.,  Croydon 
Roberts,  J.,  Liverpool  Truscott,  R.  J.,  Weston-super- 

*Martin,  J.  B.,  Helstone  '  Mare. 

"Pluddy,  R.  J.,  St.  Anstell  '  Ansell,  L.,  Sheffield 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  drug-trade  continue  to  make 
a  good  show  in  these  e.xaminations. 

Against  the  Purchaser. 
Taylors'  Drug  Company,  Ltd.,  Leeds,  were  charged  at 
Lancaster  County  Petty  Sessions  on  Saturday,  Decem- 
ber 17.  with  having  an  unjust  weighing-machine  in  their 
possession  at  their  Morecambe  branch  stores.  Queen  Street. 
Inspector  Blackshaw  said  he  visited  the  defendant  com- 
pany's stores  on  December  5,  and  in  the  back  part  of  the 
shop  found  a  machine  (produced)  and  under  the  goods-pan 
found  layers  of  brown  paper.  When  the  machine  was 
tested  it  was  a  half -ounce  in  each  pound  against  the  pur- 
chaser. The  machine  was  used  to  weigh  up  parcels  of 
goods  for  stock.  When  the  manager  (Mr.  Openshaw) 
arrived  he  said  he  remembered  putting  a  piece  of  paper  on 
to  balance  the  machine,  which  he  had  found  to  be  against 
them,  and  witness  admitted  that  without  the  paper  the 
scale  was  in  favour  of  the  purchaser.  Mr.  T.  P.  Tilly, 
for  the  defence,  said  the  scales  were  kept  at  the  rear  for 
cheap  goods,  such  as  whitening  and  yellow  ochre.  They 


were  tested  in  the  spring,  and  if  there  had  been  anything 
wrong  with  them  they  would  then  have  been  told.  Mr. 
Openshaw  first  discovered  they  were  wrong,  and  balanced 
them  by  placing  paper  on  the  top  of  the  goods-pan,  but  a 
boy  put  the  paper  underneath  and  had  added  some  more  to 
it  without  saying  anything.  Out  of  200  parcels  weighed 
on  the  machine  only  seventeen  were  about  a  quarter  of  nn 
ounce  short.  Mr.  Openshaw  then  gave  evidence,  and  the 
Magistrates  fined  the  company  40.-;.  and  costs,  the  scales  to 
be  forfeited. 

Soda  and  Glauber's  Salt. 

The  prosecutions  by  the  Paddington  Borough  Council 
against  several  tradesmen  in  the  borough  for  selling,  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser,  "an  article  of  food  or  a 
drug — to  wit,  soda" — which  contained  Glauber's  salt  vary- 
ing in  quantity  from  70  to  43  per  cent,  again  came  before 
Mr.  Curtis  Bennett  at  the  Marylebone  Police  Court  on 
Friday.  December  16.  At  the  previous  hearing  (see  C .  tt'  D., 
November  26.  page  860)  the  Council  elected  to  prose- 
cute on  the  ground  that  tlie  soda  is  a  food.  The  Magistrate 
held  that  the  article  is  not  a  food,  and  dismissed  the  sum- 
mons before  the  Court,  with  five  guineas  costs.  The 
remaining  four  summonses  were  adjourned  that  the  Council 
might  consider  what  course  they  would  adopt,  and  it  was 
now  intimated  to  the  Court  that  the  Council  had  decided 
not  to  proceed  further  with  the  prosecution  and  the  siun- 
monses  were  therefore  withdrawn. 

Hospital  Necessities. 

Sir  Frederick  Treves,  speaking  at  a  meeting  of  London 
conunercial  travellers  held  at  the  Mansion  House  on  Decem- 
ber 17  to  discuss  the  raising  of  the  annual  fund  of  the  IMetro- 
politan  Hospital  Sunday  Fund  from  63,034/.  to  100.000/., 
said  that  in  the  London  Hospital  alone  they  u.Ted  in  the 
course  of  a  year  1,000,000  pills,  3  tons  of  Epsom  salts.  3  tons 
of  carbolic  acid,  I5  ton  of  ether  and  chloroform,  10  tons  of 
lint,  8  tons  of  cotton-wool,  and  700  kangaroos  supplied  liga- 
ments for  tendons.  In  one  year,  he  added,  there  were 
14,394  operations,  or  forty  a  day. 

The  Chloral-habit. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  December  17  at  Nottingham,  by 
the  City  Coroner,  Mr.  C.  L.  Rothera,  into  the  death  of 
Mr.  John  Storer  Radford  (54),  pharmaceutical  chemist' 
carrying  on  busines  as  Mason  &  Radford  at  10  Derby  Road,. 
Nottingham.  Spencer  Howard  Plattin,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, an  assistant  of  Mr.  Radford's,  deposed  to  finding  his- 
employer  in  a  comatose  condition.  Witness  had  seen  Mr. 
Radford  on  several  previous  occasions  in  a  similar  state,  and 
he  believed  that  it  was  due  to  chloral,  which  the  deceased  was- 
in  the  habit  of  taking.  Witness  had  known  Mr.  Radford 
to  take  as  much  as  60  grains  of  chloral  hydrate  in  a  single 
night  in  order  to  induce  sleep.  Deceased  had  been  warned 
of  the  danger  which  he  ran  of  becoming  a  slave  to  the  habit, 
and  witness  had  done  his  utmost  to  prevent  Mr.  Radfordi 
getting  hold  of  the  drug.  He  had  defied  all  precautions, 
however,  and  had  obtained  a  supply  from  some  other 
source.  During  the  ten  days  previous  to  the  day  on 
which  he  was  found,  the  deceased  had  consumed  about 
800  grains  of  chloral — or  an  average  of  80  grains 
a  day — including  the  dose  which  had  fatal  effects. 
Deceased  had  taken  the  drug  habitually  for  some  time,  as  he 
could  not  rest  without  it.  Dr.  Collins  said  that  latterly  he 
had  discovered  that  Mr.  Radford  was  addicted  to  the 
abuse  of  narcotics.  When  called  to  see  him  on  December  12 
witness  found  him  unconscious.  By  an  effort  he  succeeded 
in  arousing  him  to  some  extent,  ancl  taxed  him  with  having 
taken  chloral,  which  he  admitted.  The  narcotic  having  got 
into  his  blood,  he  died  three  days  after.  Deceased  had  not 
been  himself  for  the  last  eighteen  months  in  consequence  of 
this  habit;  he  had  been  in  a  fudctled  condition,  and  had 
lost  the  power  of  realising  the  danger  of  what  he  was  doing. 
Death  was  due  to  chloral-poisoning.    Verdict  accordingly. 

Steedman  Blameless. 
At  the  Hannnersmith  Coroner's  C'ourt  on  December  19. 
the  inquiry  into  the  death  of  an  infant  (V.  if,-  D..  Decem- 
ber 10,  page  933)  was  concluded  by  Mr.  Drew,  the  Coroner. 
Mr.  H.  D.  Bonsey,  barrister-at-law,  appeared  for  the  manu- 
facturers of  "  St'eedman's  powders."  Mrs.  Mason,  mother 
of  the  child,  was  recalled,  and  gave  evidence  as  to  having 
given  a  third  of  a  Steedman's  powder  in  milk  to  the  child, 
which  went  off  to  sleep.    It  had  not  slept  much  for  a  few 
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days  previously.  Mr.  Thomas  Strode,  chemi-st,  Askew 
Road,  W.,  was  also  examined  by  Mr.  Bonsey.  He  pur- 
chased the  powders  sold  to  the  last  witness  from  Messrs. 
Newbery,  of  Charterhouse  iS<iuare,  E.C..  on  November  23. 
John  Arthur  South,  manager  to  Steedman  &  Co.,  of 
272  Walworth  Road,  S.E.,  said  the  powder  was  a  secret 
remedy,  and  did  not  contain  a  narcotic.  Dr.  Ludwig  Frey- 
berger,  the  London  County  Council  pathologist,  deposed  to 
analysing  the  organs  of  the  deceased,  together  with  two 
powders.  He  was  unable  to  trace  morphine  or  any  vege- 
table poison  or  narcotic.  There  was  nothing  of  a  dele- 
terious nature  in  the  powders.  Witness  had  formed  an 
opinion  that  death  was  due  to  the  cerebral  congestion  and 
broncho-pneumonia — a  natural  death.  Henry  Wilson  Hake, 
Ph.D.,  lecturer  in  chemistry  at  the  Westminster  Hospital 
School  of  Medicine  aiid  at  the  London  School  of  Medicine 
for  Women,  stated  that  at  the  request  of  Steedman's 
solicitors  he  had  purchased  Steedm.an's  powders  at  various 
chemists'  shops,  at  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores,  and  at 
Boots,  Ltd.  He  also  visited  the  factory,  and  saw  the 
powders  in  the  course  of  manufacture  and  the  materials 
used.  He  had  made  analyses  and  satisfied  himself  that  the 
composition  was  in  distinct  accordance  with  the  statements 
given  him  by  the  firm  as  to  the  contents  of  the  powder,  and 
that  there  was  no  narcotic  used  whatever.  He  was  satisfied 
that  the  powders  were  not  calculated  to  have  any  to.xic 
effect.  Dr.  William  Murrell,  of  17  Welbeck  Street,  Caven- 
dish Square,  lecturer  on  iricdicine  at  the  Westminster  Hos- 
pital, was  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  narcotic  poison  in 
this  case,  and  Dr.  W.  R.  Hall  Hains,  recalled,  said  ho  was 
satisfied  from  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Freyberger  that  death 
arose  from  a  natural  cause.  In  reply  to  Dr.  Hains  the 
Coroner  said  that  if  a  medical  m.an  honestly  believed  that 
death  was  not  in  accordance  with  any  certificate  that  he 
could  give,  he  was  perfectly  justified  in  reporting  it. 
Addressing  the  jury,  the  Coroner  remarked  that  Dr.  Hains 
had  not  said  it  was  the  powder  which  had  caused  death. 
The  danger  of  secret  remedies  was  that  n:edical  men,  not 
knowing  the  composition,  could  not  say  what  influence  such 
things  had  on  the  death.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
death  from  natural  causes. 

The  Week's  Poisonings 

A  larger  proportion  than  usual  (seven  out  of  thirteen)  of 
the  deaths  by  poison  that  have  taken  place  during  the  week 
were  misadventure.s.  The  unscheduled  poisons  were  cam- 
phor and  hydrochloric  acid.  Singularly  enough,  two  deaths 
from  camphor-poisoning  are  recorded — one  at  Leeds,  where 
spirit  of  camphor  acting  en  a  weak  system  caused  the  death 
of  a  labourer  named  Leach;  and  the  other  at  Hull,  where  a 
young  clerk  drank  camphor  liniment  and  died.  The  hydro- 
chloric acid  was  taken  hy  Julia  Wood  (70).  of  King's  place. 
Baker  J^treet,  W.  Four  deaths  from  laudanum  ha\e  oc- 
curred. William  Embleton,  a  ship's  steward,  accidentally 
took  an  overdose.  Two  others  wore  suicides — a  sailmakeV 
named  Reddan,  at  Liverpool,  and  a  slate-club  secretary  at 
Shepherd's  Bush,  whose  affairs  had  become  complicated. 
The  fourth  was  a  labourer,  nam.ed  Samuel  Whitby,  bckng- 
ing  to  Harla.xton,  near  Grantham,  who  obtained  twopenny- 
worth  of  laudanum  from  Mr.  John  Fillingham.  pharmaceuti- 
cal chemist,  80  Westgate,  Grantham.  The  man  died  of 
laudanum-poisoning.  In  his  evidence  Mr.  Fillingham  de- 
posed that  deceased  was  perfectly  sober  when  he  was  s'up- 
plied  with  the  laudanum,  which  was  labelled  "  Pci.son." 
The  Coroner  said  no  blame  whatever  was  attached  to  Mr. 
Fillingham,  who  had  carried  out  tho  law  and  assisted  in  the 
inquiry. — Carbolic  acid  was  taken  in  mistake  for  hop-ale  by 
Mrs.  V'anlint,  of  CUerkenwell,  and  with  premeditation  b'v 
Annie  Weaver,  of  Kidderminster.— Catherine  Hearn  (4)  ate 
a  piece  of  rat-cake,  and  died  Irom  arsenic-poisoning. — A 
chloral  poisoning  ca.se  is  recorded  elsewhere. — Alfred  Jan.es 
Vollans  died  at  Hov.'dcn  from  the  effects  of  an  irritant 
poison  unknown. — An  old  lady  at  Stockton  Hea  th,  named 
Elizabeth  Aspinall,  took  a  quantity  of  powder  (of  the  nature 
of  asthma-powder  for  burning),  from  the  effects  of  which  she 
died. 


The  "Chuistmas  Appeal"  Supplement  of  the  '•Hospital" 
gives  in  concise  para,!fraphs  particulars  of  the  accommodation 
and  needs  of  the  principal  liospitals  in  Loudon  This  plain 
statement  of  facts  is  probably  more  effective  in  securing  the 
help  of  the  charitable  than  pages  of  clociuent  begging. 


3v\5b  IHcm 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interestine 
to  tlie  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Drugs  Wanted. 

The  directors  of  the  Royal  City  of  Dublin  Hospital  in- 
vite tenders  for  one  year  for  drugs  (discount  off  Evans's 
list)  and  surgical  dressings.  Tenders  must  reach  the  Secre- 
tary not  later  than  December  31. 

The  Governors  of  Mercers'  Hospital.  Dublin,  invite 
tenders  for  medical  and  surgical  appliances,  drugs,  etc.,  to 
be  sent  in  before  December  26. 

A  Satisfactory  Explanation. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Boyle  ]')Oard  of  Guardians,  a 
letter  was  read  from  Messrs.  John  Clarke  &  Co..  Dulsliii, 
with  reference  to  a  complaint  of  the  analyst  about  a  sample 
of  lin.  terebinthin<B  supplied  to  the  J^oyle  dispensary. 
Messrs.  Clarke  explain  that  the  excess  of  turpentine  re- 
ported is  probably  due  to  the  liniment  not  having  been  well 
shaken  when  the  sample  was  taken.  The  explanation  was 
considered  satisfactory. 

Marquis  Makes  Mineral  Waters. 

In  the  Chancery  L)ivisitn,  Dublin,  last  weelf,  Messrs. 
Cantrell  &  Cochrane,  Ltd.,  mineral-water  manufacturers, 
Dublin,  sought  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  Marquis  of 
Waterford,  who  carries  on  an  aerated-water  factory  at  Dun- 
garvan,  from  using  bottles  for  the  sale  of  his  products, 
brande^  with  the  trade-name  of  plaintiffs.  When  the  case 
came  on  for  hearing,  it  was  stated  that  the  noble  defendant 
had  entered  into  a  consent  with  plaintiffs,  in  whit  h  he  under- 
took to  discontinue  the  practice  objected  to.  He  agreed  to 
pay  the  costs  of  the  proceedings,  and  the  plaintiffs  waived 
for  the  present  the  question  of  clamages, 

Christmas  in  the  Chemists'  Shops. 

Some  pretty  Christmas  decorations  are  to  be  seen  in  Dublin 
pharmacies  this  week.  Among  the  more  elaborately  decor- 
ated shop-windows  is  that  of  Mr.  W.  F.  Wells,  Upi^er 
Baggot  Street,  who  makes  a  speciality  of  front-shop  dressing 
and  gives  first  place  to  articles  of  his  own  manufacture.  A 
good  second  is  the  St.  Stephen's  Green  branch  of  Mr.  George 
Brown,  where  there  is  a  capital  show  of  perfumery  and 
seasonable  novelties.  Mr.  Vincent  Johnston,  Ranelegh ; 
Messrs.  Edniondson  &  Hoey,  Rathmines;  and  Mr,  John 
Smith,  Terenure  Road,  Rathgar,  may  also  be  noted,  while 
Graham's  Medical  Hall,  Westmorela'nd  ^^treet,  has  doffed 
for  the  occasion  its  .severely  professional  look,  and  is  resplen- 
dent in  light  and  colour. 

Social  and  Serious  Schemes. 

A  meeting  of  students  was  held  at  the  house  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin,  cn  Decem- 
ber 16,  to  discuss  the  arrangements  for  a  convci  ^azianc  and 
concert  to  be  held  on  December  29.  Mr.  Thompson, 
manager  of  the  St.  Stephen's  Green  Pharmacy  of  Mr.  George 
Brown,  submitted  a  programme.  Mr.  W.  F.  Wells  is  to 
preside  on  the  occasion.  Invitations  arc  to  be  issued  iu 
a  few  days. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  also  busy  with  a  scheme  foi'  a  literary 
and  scientific  society  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  late  Mr. 
Robert  J.  Downes. "  It  is  the  intention  of  the  promoters  to 
ask  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  allow 
the  meetings  to  be  held  at  Lower  Mount  l-treet.  Mr. 
Thompson  will  be  glad  of  suggestions  from  Irish  students. 


Scotcb  Dlcwe. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  Robert  Sinclair,  chemist  and  druggist.  High  Street, 
Falkirk,  was  instrumental  in  arranging  two  popular  lec- 
tures on  Thursday  afternoon  and  evening.  December  15, 
to  members  of  the  Falkirk  Amateur  Photographic  Society 
and  their  friends. 

Mr.  David  Leitch.  J. P..  chemist  and  druggist.  Greenlaw, 
has  been  unanimously  re-elected  Chairman  of  the  Parish 
Council.  Mr.  Leitch  has  been  a  member  of  the  Parish 
Council  since  its  origination  and  prior  to  that  was  a  niember 
of  the  old  Parochial  Board  for  fourteen  years. 
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Mr.  Daniel  John  McKinnon,  chemist  and  druggist,  Dun- 
dee, figures  as  a  local  celebrity  in  the  "  People's  Journal" 
of  December  17,  the  occasion  being  his  election  as  Chairman 
of  the  Dundee  Parish  Council.  Mr.  McKinnon  served  two 
years  ot  liis  apprenticeship  in  Montrose  (his  native  place), 
and  the  rest  with  Dr.  Young  in  Dundee.  He  commenced 
business  on  his  own  account  in  1865,  and  has  been  very 
successful.  He  is  now  assisted  by  his  son,  Mr.  D.  J. 
McKinnon,  jun. 

Glasgow  Notes. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Brown,  the  laureate  of  the  laboratory,  has  con- 
tributed a  poem  to  the  "  Weekly  Herald  "  on  "  The  Church 

■  Crisis." 

Influenza  is  so  prevalent  that  some  of  the  oldest  chemists 
in  business  can  hardly  recall  a  more  intense  or  general 
■epidemic  of  that  disease. 

A  caustic  newspaper  comment  on  the  recent  forenoon 
meeting  of  the  local  Association  is  that  it  was  held  at  that 
hour  to  enable  chemists,  for  once,  to  get  home  at  bedtime. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  has  a  second  letter  in  the  "Glasgow 
Herald"  on  "Pharmacy  Prosecutions."    It  explains  what 

■  the  General  Medical  Council  has  done  to  suppress  the  em- 
ployment of  unqualified  assistants  in  pharmacy  by  medical 
imen. 

The  evergreen  Dr.  A.  M.  Robertson,  Main  Street.  Hon. 
President  of  the  local  Association,  is  the  inventor  and 
cpatentee  of  a  wonderful  golf-club  whose  versatile  properties 
.and  functions  are  celebrated  in  verse,  as  thus  : 

The  pockets  will  hold  club  heads  very  well, 
The  shaft  a  walking'-stick  going  up  hill. 
One  shaft  fits  any  number  of  heads, 
So  buy  Robertson  clubs  and  pocket  the  heads. 

A  Son's  Claim. 
In  the  Court  of  fcession,  Edinburgh,  on  December  16, 
Xord  Kincairney  allowed  proof  in  an  action  by  Mr.  James 
Walker,  chemist  and  druggist,  fc^altcoats,  against  the 
•trustees  of  his  late  father's  estate,  and  the  estate  of  his 
.stepmother.  Defendants  maintain  that  Mr.  Walker  liy 
power  of  attorney  conveyed  to  his  father  his  whole  claims 
-against  the  estate  of  his  stepmother,  and  that  ho  received 

■  advances  and  payments  during  his  father's  lifetime  to 
assist  him  in  business  in  excess  of  any  claim  he  may  now 
.  have. 

A  Burning  Fatality. 
On  December  16,  Mrs.  ('ochrane,  of  Rosehall,  Falkirk, 
widow  of  Mr.  Thos.  Cochrane,  who  for  many  years  c  arried 
■on  business  as  a  chemist  in  Falkirk,  was  accidentally 
^burned  to  death,    Mrs.  Cochrane,  who  was  predeceased  by 

■  hor-husband  about  three  years  ago,  was  in  her  fifty-.second 
year,  and  is  survived  by  one  son,  who  is  in  his  eighteenth 
year,  and  is  completing  his  education  at  Glenalmond, 
Perthshire.  Mrs.  Cochrane  has  left  considerable  propert.y. 
The  business  of  Cochrane  &  Co.,  chemists,  is  carried  cn 

■  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Beeby,  nephew  of  the  late  Mr.  Cochrane. 

The  Robertson  Business. 
Our  note  last  week  on  the  clcsing  of  No.  35  George 
■Street,  Edinburgh,  as  a  pharmacy,  has  brought  us  two 
-interesting  communications.     One  is  from  Mr.  Andrew 
■Kinross,  50  Elder  Street,  Edinburgh,  and  is  as  follows  : 

In  your  notice  of  Messrs.  J.  Robertson  &  Co.'s  business 
at  55  George  Street,  no  mention  is  made  of  Mr.  Watson, 
wiio  joined  Mr.  Robertson  in  the  'forties,  the  name  of  the 
firm  then  becoming  Robertson  &  Watson,  and  remaining  so 
for  eight  or  ten  years.  Mr.  Watson  then  went  to  Sydney, 
New  South  Wales,  and  began  business  as  a  chemist  and 
druggist  there.  His  father  was  a  grocer  and  wir.e-merchant 
in  the  Grassmarket  of  Edinburgh,  and  I  remember  as  a  boy 
taking  parcels  of  labels  there  to  send  out  with  other  goods 
to  his  son  in  Australia. 

,Mr.  R.  L.  Hendry,  27  Earl  Grey  Street,  Edinburgh,  sends 

5US  the  following  : 

It  may  bo  of  interest  to  New  South  Wales  chemists  to 
learn  that  it  was  in  this  business  that  one  of  the  fathers  of 
pharmacy  in  New  South  Wales— viz,  the  late  John  Watson — 
was  a  partner,  the  style  of  the  firm  being  (during  1840  ar.d 
1850)  Robertson  &  Watson.  The  partnership  was  dissolved  by 
mutual  consent  in  the  latter  year.  Mr.  Robertson  and  Mr. 
Watson  were  representatives  of  the  old  s,chool  of  apothe- 
caries keeping  open  shop,  each  having  taken  out  the  full 
medical  course  at  Edinburgh  University  and  Surgeons' 
Hall,   Eli:iburgh.      As  Mr.  Robertson  '  was  one  of  the 


founders  of  the  North  British  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain,  so  Mr.  Watson  took  a  prominent; 
part  in  the  formation  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
N.S.W.,  acting  as  its  first  Treasurer,  lie  having  in  1852 
established  the  well-known  pharmacy  in  George  Street, 
Sydney,  which  he  successfully  carried  on  for  nearly  half  a 
century,  and  in  which  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son.  who 
recently  dispo.sed  of  the  business  to  Mr.  David  Hamilton, 
late  of  Goulburn,  N,S.\V.  Mr,  John  Watson  served  lii.i 
apprenticeship  with  one  Robert  Lindsay,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Edinburgh.  His  indentures  are  now  in  the  possession 
of  his  son,  who  is  studying  medicine  at  the  Edinburgh 
University;  and  it  i.s  worthy  of  note  that  one  cf  the  wit- 
nesses to  the  apprentice's  signature  was  an  assistant  named 
"  W.  Glass."  After  leaving  George  Street  Mr.  Watson 
was,  from  1850  to  1852,  in  business  at  5  Hope  Street,  Edin- 
burgh, but  the  "Sunny  South"  offered  attractions  which 
he  was  unable  to  resist,  and  induced  him  to  take  a  step 
which  he  never  regretted. 

We  may  add  that  Mr.  F.  R.  Watson  is  an  ex-member  of 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  New  South 
Wales  and  a  member  of  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  the  Colony. 
Mr.  Hendry  sends  us  one  of  Mr.  Watson's  labels,  engraved 
and  printed  on  green  surface  paper,  the  wording  being  : 

.John  Watson  |  Chemist  and  Apothecary  |  Patent  IMedicines 
I  5  Hope  Street  |  \'eteriiiary  Medicines  |  Kdinbiirgh  |  late  (if 
the    firm    of  |  Robertson  &  Watson  \  Clieniists   to  H.IIH. 
Prince  Albert  |  Family  Medicine  Chests  ]  Prescriptioi.s  accu- 
rately Dispensed. 


Ifrcncb  IRevve. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Poisoners  Condemned. — On  Saturday,  December  17,  the 
trial  was  concluded  at  Aix-cn-Provence,  in  the  South  of 
France,  of  Edouard  Hubac,  a  medical  student,  and  Madame 
Alice  Massot  on  the  charge  of  poisoning  the  latter's  hu,sband^ 
The  woman  was  condemned  to  penal  servitude  for  life  and 
the  student  to  twenty  years"  hard  labour.  After  the  trial  the 
jury  adopted  the  unusual  course  of  signing  a  petition  to  the 
President  of  the  Republic  for  the  medical  student's  pardon, 
apparently  cn  the  ground  that  he  is  an  irresponsible  youth 
who  had  ccme  under  the  influence  of  a  fascinating  and 
dangerous  woman. 

Williams's  Pink  Pills.— Judgment  has  recently  been 
given  liy  the  Civil  C'ourt  of  Marseilles  against  three  defen- 
dants, Brachet,  Maille,  and  Chazot,  who  were  indicted  at 
the  instance  of  the  Hon,  G.  T.  Fiilford  for  imitation  of  the 
French  trade-mark  of  Dr.  Williams's  Pink  Pills  for  Pale 
People.  They  were  sentenced  to  three  months',  two 
months',  and  one  month's  imprisonment  respectively,  and 
to  pay  2,000f.  damages,  and  costs  to  the  plaintiff.  The 
judgment  shows  that  the  French  law  apparently  distin- 
guishes between  the  act  of  putting  up  a  counterfeit  and  that 
of  knowingly  ,selling  it,  and  one  of  the  defendants  was 
condemned  for  both  of  these  offences,  wdiich  no  doubt 
accounts  for  the  extra  severity  of  his  sentence.  The  effect 
of  this  judgment  will  probably  be  considerable  in  France,  as 
it  settles,  with  great  definiteness,  the  legal  position  of  a 
proprietor  of  a  medical  trade-mark  who  is  a  citizen  of  the 
Republic, 

The  Ph.a.rm.\cist  as  a  Bear-huntee. — "  Yes,  my  confrern 
in  the  Market  Place  killed  a  bear,  as  recounted  in  the 
0.  <£•  D.  some  years  ago,"  said  a  Pau  pharmacist,  who  was  in 
Paris  recently,  to  m.e.  "But  you  don't  suppose  that  was 
the  only  one  he  killed.  He  averaged  one  or  two  every 
year."  "  Rather  remarkable  for  a  pharmacist,"  I  suggested. 
"  Not  at  all — not  at  all.  Why,  when  I  came  here,  some 
forty  years  ago,  there  was  not  a  pharmacist  in  the  town  who 
was  not  proficient  with  either  the  gun  or  rod,  sometimes  with 
both."  "  But  the  bears'?  Rather  risky  sport,  is  it  not?  " 
"  Not  necessarily.  Of  course  one  must  take  one's  precau- 
tions. The  worst  of  them  is  their  knack  of  rolling  them- 
selves up  into  a  ball,  as  you  have  seen  hedgehogs  do,  and 
rolling  down  the  mountain-side."  "  On  the  hapless  hunter?  " 
"  Not  at  all — just  down  the  slope  where  you  never  see  them 
again."  It  was  evidently  impossible  to  make  my  Pyrenean 
pharmaceutical  friend  understand  the  effect  that  a  bear'j 
appearance  would  have  on  one  of  us  peaceful  British  knights 
of  the  pestle. 
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Note. -"  The  Chemist  and  Drug-gist"  is  reg-ularly^  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz. : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Soc.ety  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceulical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  Kiver  Colony. 


Cape  Colony. 

The  following  have  been  authorised  to  practi.se  as 
chemists  and  druggists  in  the  Colony  :  Cecil  George 
Elliott  Edmcades,  chemist  and  druggist.  Cape  Colony, 
1903;  Walter  Ordidge,  chemist  and  druggist,  Gr.  Brit., 
1901  (formerly  of  Birmingham,  England). 

The  Ravex  Case. — The  hearing  of  the  charge  against 
Ernest  William  Raven,  formerly  manager  ot  Messrs. 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  branch  in  South  Africa,  was 
resumed  in  the  police  court.  Queen  Victoria  Street,  Cape 
Town,  before  Mr.  W.  D.  Letter,  A.R.M..  on  November  18. 
In  September  last  the  prisoner  was  charged  with  embezzle- 
ment, and  Mr.  Lotter  submitted  a  note  of  the  evidence 
to  the  Attorney-General  (see  V.  d.-  D..  October  15,  page 
639).  It  was  expected  that  no  more  would  be  heard  of  the 
matter,  but  now  the  Attorney-General  remitted  the  matter 
to  the  Magistrate  on  an  additional  charge  of  theft  by 
means  of  embezzlement  of  309^  10.?.  M.  Sub-Inspector 
Martin  prosecuted  cn  behalf  of  the  police,  Mr.  Trollip 
appeared  for  the  accused,  and  Messrs.  Syfret,  Godlonton 
&  Son  watched  the  case  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.  Evidence  was  given  by  Mr.  A.  B.  Hector, 
manager  of  B.  W.  &  Co.'s  Australian  and  South  African 
branches,  to  the  effect  that  he  arrived  in  Cape  Town  on 
October  25,  and  took  over  the  management  from  Mr. 
Dalgleish.  He  detailed  to  the  Court  the  results  of  his 
investigation  of  the  matter,  which  culminated  in  the  dis- 
covery of  the  larger  deficit.  Witness,  after  completing  his 
evidence,  volunteered  a  statement,  which  was  to  the  eflect 
that  the  accuse:!  and  he  were  friends,  and  he  endeavoured 
to  do  all  he  could  to  shield  the  accused,  who,  however,  had 
deceived  him  and  lied  to  him.  Mr.  A.  H.  T.  Perry,  a 
bank-accountant,  next  gave  evidence,  and  was  followed 
by  Mr.  F.  G.  Fillis,  accountant  to  Messrs.  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.  at  Cape  Town._who  deposed  that  accused 
had  collected  833/.  4.s!"  9(/.,  and  paid  in  only  530/.  His 
salary  was  about  450/.  a  year.  After  other  evidence, 
accuseJ,  who  pleaded  not  guilty,  was  recommitted  for 
trial,  bail  in  500/.  being  accepted. 


COLONIAL  PHARMACY  BOARD. 

A  General  Meeting  of  (he  Board  was  held  at  Capo  Town  on 
November  10  and  11.  There  were  present  Messrs.  A.  Walsh 
(in  the  chair),  J.  Alf.  Mathew,  George  Darroll,  W.  K. 
Mager,  W.  H.  Helmoro,  James  McJannet,  Dr.  Murray,  and 
the  Secretary. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  con- 
firmed, and  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  and 
Secretary  and  the  balance-sheet  for  the  financial  year  ended 
June  30,  1904,  were  read  and  adopted. 

A  letter  from  the  Colonial  Medical  Council,  submitting  for 
consideration  the  regulations  governing  the  sale  of  patent 
medicines  in  Germany,  was  discussed.  It  was  decided  to 
place  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
who  would  report  thereon  at  the  next  general-meeting. 

On  (he  motion  of  Mr.  Darroll,  it  was  resolved  (o  recommend 
to  the  Government : 

That  cannabis  indica,  or  Indian  hemp  or  gunjah,  and  the 
African  dagga  and  leonotis  leoninus,  or  the  African  wild 
dagga,  and  their  preparations,  be  deemed  poisons  within 
the  meaning  of  Division  II.  of  the  Poisons  Schedule  to  the 
Medical  and  Pharmacy  Acts. 
The  followltic  motion  was  movod  by  Dr.  Murray,  and  carried  : 

That  this  Board  resolves  that  any  registered  chemist  who 
eiiall  allow  his  licence  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 


an  unregistered  person  to  practise  as  a  chemist  and  druggist 
(in  violation  of  Clause  8  of  the  IVIcdica!  and  Pharmacy  Act 
Amendment  Act  of  1899),  or  who  shall  place  an  unregis- 
tered person  in  charge  of  his  own  business,  shall  render  him- 
self liable  to  the  penalties  laid  down  in  Clause  13  of  tho 
Medical  and  Pharmacy  Act  Amendment  Act  of  1899. 
A  letter  from  the  Colonial  Secretary  on  the  subject  of  an 
Addendum  to  the  Briti.«h  Pharmacopceia  was  tabled.  It 
was  resolved  to  have  copies  of  the  letter  forwarded  to  eacb 
member  for  consideration,  the  matter  to  be  brought  up  again 
at  the  next  general  meeting. 

Tho  applications  of  Messrs.  W.  Ordidge  and  C.  G.  E. 
Edmeades  for  registration  were  passed. 

The  usual  half-yearly  examination  was  held.  Of  the  si.x 
candidates  who  attended,  three  were  successful,  one  retired 
at  .an  early  stage  of  the  examination,  and  two  failed  to- 
satisfy  the  examiners. 


iBast  3n^^an  H^cws. 

(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 


DiPLO.MA.5  IN  THE  Strait.s  SETTLEMENTS. — Chemists  going, 
out  to  the  Straits  Settlements  should  not  forget  to  take- 
their  diplomas  or  certificates  with  them.  They  will  ba 
required  to  show  them  to  the  Principal  Civil  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Colony  before  they  can  be  licensed  to  deal 
(i.e.,  import  and  export,  use  or  dispense)  in  niorphine. 
This  is  the  result  of  recent  legislation  (see  (.'.  <t-  1)..  Decem- 
ber 10,  page  947).  The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Minor 
and  Major  certificates  are  recognised. 

Illicit  Opium. — At  Singapore  cn  November  24.  Mr. 
J.  H.  Herley,  manager  of  Messrs.  Maynard  &  Co.'s  dis- 
pensary, appeared  before  Mr.  Nunn  at  the  magistracy  to 
answer  to  a  charge  of  the  firm  having  had  cn  their  prcmi.se.s 
illicit  opium  to  the  value  of  •'t240.  Mr.  F.  M.  Elliot  appeared 
for  the  defence,  and  Mr.  E.  C.  Ellis  conducted  the  prosecu- 
tion on  behalf  of  the  opium-farmer.  A  plea  of  guilty  was 
tendered,  and  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Herley  had  been  in  (he* 
managership  of  the  dispensary  for  only  two  days  wdien  the 
seizure  of  the  opium  in  question  was  made.  His  Worshij> 
inflicted  a  fine  of  $100  and  ordered  the  confiscation  of  the 
opium. 

Travancore  Vegetable  Oils. — A  lecture  was  delivered 
at  Trevandrum,  on  November  26,  on  the  "  Vegetable  Oils 
of  Travancore,"  by  Mr.  A.  M.  Sawyer,  of  the  Travancore 
Forest  Department.  Dr.  Bishop  presided.  The  lecturer 
explained  the  seven  methods  of  extracting  vegetable  oils-  - 
viz.  (1)  by  pressure,  (2)  by  solvents,  (3)  by  distillation.  (4)i 
eponge,  (5)  ecuelle,  (6)  maceration,  and  (7)  absorption  or 
onfleurage.  He  also  exhibited  samples  of  oil  he  had  ex- 
tracted from  fifty-six  kinds  of  common  vegetables  like 
cucumber,  tapioca-plant,  etc.,  and  explained  (he  possibility 
of  a  thriving  industry  in  this  line,  although  the  various 
uses  of  the  oils  exhibited  have  not  all  been  yet  fully  ascer- 
tained. 

Poisons  Law  in  the  .Straits  Settle:ments. — The  second 
reading  of  a  Poisons  Bill  has  been  passed  by  the  Legislative 
Council  at  Singapore,  and  has  now  been  referred  to  a 
Special  Committee  to  call  evidence  and  issue  retommenda- 
tions.  This  is  the  first  attempt  at  poisoH  legislation  in  tho 
Colony,  for  hitherto  anybody'could  sell  as  much  poison  as 
he.  or  she.  like!  without  rcstricticns  of  any  lund.  The 
Bill  aims  at  licensing  all  persons  dealing  in  poiscns,  and 
the  prohibition  of  the  Sale  or  possession  of  poisons  by  un- 
authorisel  persons.  As  the  native  druggis(s  are  largely  in 
the  majority,  and  their  knowledge  of  poiscns  is  of  the 
rule-of-thiee  order,  considerable  difficulties  are  anticipated. 
Already  a  protest  has  been  received  frcm  the  Chine.sc 
druggists,  and  the  Governor  (Sir  John  Andersen)  has 
announced  that  the  Select  Committee  would  five  every 
consideration  to  their  interests  and  would  cnc'eavour  to 
make  such  alterations,  or  at  any  rate  suggesticns,  for 
embodiment  in  the  rules  as  not  to  put  any  unbearable 
restrictions  upon  their  business.  He,  however,  was 
not  prepared  to  give  a  pledge  to  exempt  them  from  any 
one  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  without  further  (cnsidera- 
tion.  As  the  (!'hine'e  c'ruggists  are  large  biiyeis  from 
London  houses,  if  a  stringent  law  is  pas.scd  it  may  divert 
some  trade  into  other  channels. 
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United  States  Pharmacopceia. — We  understand  that 
more  than  half  of  the  new  edition  has  been  printed,  but 
that  there  are  still  one  or  two  knotty  questions  to  be 
settled,  including  the  diphtheria-antitoxin  standard.  It 
is,  however,  fully  expected  that  the  book  will  be  ready  by 
April  next. 

Adulterated  Drugs. — A  few  weeks  ago  some  men  were 
arrested  in  New  York  City  on  the  charge  of  selling  adul- 
terated drugs  all  over  the  country,  and  large  quantities  of 
the  drugs  were  seized.  Some  of  the  adulterations  were 
most  dangerous.  Sulphonal,  it  is  said,  was  asked  for  and, 
in  many  cases,  acetanilide  was  supplied. 

Medical  Prize-winners. — The  first  prize  in  the  Enno 
Sander's  prize  essay  has  been  awarded  to  Lieut. -Colonel 
William  Hill-Clive.  of  the  R.A.M.C.,  London,  for  the 
best  paper  on  military  surgery.  The  prize  consists  of  a 
lump  of  gold,  value  $100,  on  one  side  of  which  appears  a 
portrait  of  Dr.  Sander  and  on  the  other  a  line  statmg  for 
what  the  award  had  been  obtained.  The  second  prize  was 
won  by  Lieut. -Colonel  H.  Hathaway,  R.V.M.C.,  of  lhausc. 
India. 

Adrenalin  Beats  the  Immigrant  Officers. — Ten  to 
30  per  cent,  of  the  rejections  among  Japane.se  immigrants 
in  the  L^nited  States  are  due  to  trachoma.  Recently  there 
has  been  a  falling-off  in  the  rejections  from  this  cau.'tc.  but 
it  was  noticed  that  the  eyes  of  many  of  the  Japs  had  a 
peculiar  blanched  appearance.  It  was  at  first  thought  that 
this  was  due  to  treatment  they  had  had  in  Japan,  but  on 
one  occasion  it  was  decided  to  re-examine  a  lot,  and  then 
it  was  found  that  those  who  had  trachoma  instiled 
adrenalin  solution  into  the  eye  before  the  medical  examina- 
tion. This  has  the  effect  of  obliterating  all  trace  of  the 
disease  for  half  an  hour — which  was  Icng  enough  for 
their  purpose. 

A  CiNCHONiDiNE  Affair. — Considerable  interest  is  being 
taken  in  drug  circles  in  Philadelphia  in  the  action  brought 
by  Henry  Hall  against  Mrs.  Walker,  who  recently  suc- 
ceeded her  late  father,  Mr.  William  VVeightman.  ui  the 
i'ontrol  of  the  business  of  Powers  &  Weightman.  Mr.  Hall 
in  his  statement  says  that  he  was  in  business  as  a  pharma- 
ceutical chemist  in  England  and  went  to  New  York  in 
1871.  While  acting  as  manager  for  Messrs. French,  Richards 
&  Co..  of  New  York,  he  conceived  (in  1875)  the  idea  of 
the  utilisation  of  cinchonidine  and  cinchcnine,  remaining 
after  the  manafacture  of  quinine  from  cinchona-bark.  He 
demonstrated  the  therapeutic  value  of  these  by-products 
to  Powei'-S  &  Weightman,  and  was  ultimately  engaged  by 
them  to  utilise  the  cinchonidine  and  cinchonine  and  to  create 
ii  demand  fcr  these  articles.  He  accordingly  introduced 
these  products  to  physicians  who  recognised  that  cinchoni- 
dine was  the  most  potent  alkaloid,  and  Powers  &  Weight- 
man  soon  made  "  v,  11  into  the  millions  of  dollars  profit  out 
of  the  sale  of  cinchonidine."  He  asserts  that  he  was  never 
adequately  compensated  for  his  services,  and  that  the  firm 
failed  to  carry  out  an  agreement  with  him,  which  was  that 
if  he-made  a  success  he  should  be  retained  for  life.  Through 
jealousy  and  the  animus  of  certain  employes  of  the  firm  he 
was  subsequently  dismissed.    The  statement  continues  : 

The  extent  of  the  sale  of  cinchonidine  may  be  compre- 
hended from  the  fact  that  all  the  residuum  from  Peruvian 
hark,  after  quinine  had  been  extracted,  had  been  saved 
from  the  time  of  the  starting  of  the  manufacture  of  quinine, 
cighty-six  years  ago,  the  time  of  John  Farr,  the  fuunder  of 
Powers  &  Weightman.  At  my  discontinuance  with  the 
firm  the  remainder  or  waste  had  all  been  utilised,  and  the 
cinchonidine  made  therefrom  had  all  been  sold  at  $1  per  oz., 
less  the  trade  discount,  and  all  the  cost  was  simply  the 
bottle,  cork,  label,  and  putting  up.  At  the  time  I  started 
with  the  firm,  I  was  forty  years  old.  I  gave  six  years  of  the 
prime  of  my  life  and  education  to  that  work.  Now  I  am  in 
advanced  years  and  without  resources. 

The  action  is  expected  to  come  on  for  hearing  at  an  early 
date.  For  the  above  facts  we  are  indebted  to  the  New  York 
"  Oil,  Paint,  and  Drug  Reporter." 


Colonial  an^  Jforeion  Bews. 

German  RuiiEER-GoODS  ^Manufacturers  have  appointed  a 
commission  to  work  out  a  scheme  for  bringing  selling  and 
buying  prices  into  harmony. 

Dutch  Phakmacopceia. — The  Dutch  Budget  for  1905 
includes  a  contribution  of  1,00011.  for  the  work  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  Commission.  This  is  to  be  devoted  to  the 
Homoeopathic  Supplement. 

Swedish  Chemists  Co-operate. — Following  German  ex- 
ample, the  Swedish  pharmacists  purpose  forming  a  Credit 
Association.  Its  object  will  chiefly  be  to  render  monetary 
aid  to  those  who  desire  to  establish  or  buy  pharmacies. 

The  Brunswick  Druggists'  Academy,  of  which  Dr. 
Edward  Freise  is  the  founder  and  director,  will  celebrate  its 
twenty-five  years'  jubilee  next  year,  and  it  has  been  decided 
that  the  festivities  shall  take  place  from  June  16  to  19  at 
Brunswick,  a  ball  being  fixed  for  the  18t!i.  Mr.  Andreas 
Bock,  druggist,  Walaenburg,  Silesia,  and  Mr.  Paul 
Schuster,  JJemianiplatz,  23/ z4,  Gorlitz,  ar«  acting  as 
secretaries. 

Peruvian  Sulphur. — A  Lima  concern  interested  in  tho 
exploitation  of  the  sulphur-beds  near  Sechura  has  asked  to 
be  placed  in  communicaticn  with  persons  in  the  United 
States  desiring  of  receiving  samples  of  Sechura  sulphur 
with  a  view  to  future  business  relations.  The  company  has 
a  nominal  capital  of  100,000  libra  ($'^86,650),  of  which 
about  50  per  cent,  is  now  said. to.  have  been  paid  up.  It 
numbers  among  its  directors  some  very  prominent  people  in 
Lima. 

German  Pharmacy  in  1904. — The  "  Apotheker  Zeitung  " 
publishes  a  report  on  this  subject.  It  is  stated  that  busi- 
ness has  been  somewhat  better  than  in  1903,  but  not 
satisfactory.  Dispensing  has  fallen  off,  and  is  becoming 
less  remunerative  because  doctors'  methods  of  prescribing 
are  becoming  more  and  more  simple.  The  continued  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  drug-stores,  with  their  legal  and 
illegal  competition,  and  sick-fund  societies  hamper  the 
trade  of  the  pharmacies  and  lower  their  profits. 

Production  of  Olive  Oil  in  Italy. — According  to  the 
"  Moniteur  Officiel  du  Commerce,"  Italy  produced 
86,119.700  gals,  of  olive  oil  during  the  year  1903-4,  or 
37,248,000  gals,  more  than  in  1902->5,  1.585,200  gals,  mora 
than  in  19Ui-2,  and  5,811,700  gals,  more  than  the  annual 
average.  Much  of  this  year's  olivo-crop  was  being  aban- 
doned because  of  its  abundance.  It  hardly  paid  to  pick 
the  fruit  in  some  parts ;  besides,  the  drought  from  July 
to  October  had  ravaged  Italy  and  seriously  affected  the 
quality.  The  fruit,  though  abundant,  is  small  and  poor, 
hence  of  little  value  for  making  oil.  This  is  to  be  re- 
-gretted,  for  it  is  otherwise  free  from  disease,  and  is  well 
skinned.  The  cultivation  of  the  olive  is  increasing  con- 
stantly, though  .'lowly.  The  area  devoted  to  olives  in- 
creased from  2.673.666  acres  in  1901  to  2,683,550  acres 
in  1902  and  2,690,963  acres  in  1903.  The  oil-yield  per 
acre  last  year  was  62  gals,  or  13.8  gals,  more  than  the 
yield  of  1902-3,  0.3  gal.  more  than  the  yield  of  1901-2,  and 
2  gals,  more  than  the  average. 

Swiss  Chemical  Industry. — It  is  reported  that  the 
Swiss  Government  propose  (1)  to  impose  a  tax  on  de- 
natured spirit  for  trade  and  industrial  purposes,  and 
(2)  to  extend  patent-protection  to  chemical  products.  Tho 
Swiss  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  has  already  lodged  a 
petition  with  the  Federal  Council  protesting  against  the 
abolition  of  free  imports  of  denatured  .spirit.  The  petition 
points  out  that  the  Swiss  chemical  industry  employs  over 
15,000  workers,  and  that  exports  are  worth  1.268,000/.  per 
annum,  the  imports  being  1,540,^^,^'.  The  severity  of 
German  competition  is  referred  to  industrial  spirit  being 
free  from  duty  in  Germany.  It  is  understood  that  the 
opponents  of  the  proposed  extension  of  patent-protection 
in  Switzerland  are  at  present  the  colour-works  industry, 
the  industries  which  utilise  these  products,  and  pharma- 
ceutical chemists.  The  Swiss  Society  of  Chemical  In- 
dustry is  in  favour  of  the  suggested  legislation  if  the 
utilising  industries  are  excepted  from  its  scope.  The 
Government  say  that  if  the  proposed  law  is  not  in  force 
by  December  31,  1907,  Germany  will  tax  Swiss  dyes  im- 
ported into  that  country. 
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Xcgal  IRcporti?. 

High  Court  Cases. 

A  Dye  Action. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Saturday,  December  17,  the 
case  of  Badische  Anilin-  und  Soda-fabrik  v.  Eniil  Berger 
and  others  came  before  Mr.  Justice  Warrington  as  a  motion 
for  judgment  in  default  of  appearance.  His  Lordship  said 
the  patent  had  been  found  valid,  and  the  applicants  were 
entitled  to  the  costs. 

Desicc.4ted  Soup. 
The  case  of  King  &  Co.,  Ltd.  v.  Gillard  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  was 
mentioned  in  the  Appeal  Court  on  Tuesday,  December  21. 
Jt  was  an  appeal  by  the  plaintiffs,  who  are  manufacturers  of 
Edwards'  desiccated  soups,  against  a  refusal  by  Mr.  Justice 
Kekewich  to  grant  them  an  injunction  restrainmg  the  defen- 
dants from  sellmg  dry  soup-preparations  under  a  get-up  only 
colourably  differmg  froiii  that  of  the  plaintiffs.  There 
was  also  a  cross  notice  of  appeal  by  the  defendants.  It 
was  stated  that  the  hearing  must  occupy  some  time,  and 
their  Lordships  intimated  that  it  would  not  be  taken  in  these 
sittings. 

The  Ship  Soap  Mahk. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Friday,  December  16,  the  case 
of  Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Ltd.,  r.  Oowana,  Ltd.,  again 
came  before  Mr.  Justice  Swinfen  Eady.  Mr.  is'eville,  K.C., 
stated  that  the  motion  was  one  to  restrain  an  alleged  in- 
fringement of  a  trade-mark.  The  affidavits  of  the  respon- 
dents had  been  filed  during  the  past  week,  and  had  not 
been  delivered  until  Saturday.  He  asked  that  the  motion 
might  stand  over  m  order  that  he  might  consider  affidavits 
in  reply.  Direct  issues  of  fact  were  raised  by  the  respon- 
dents' affidavits,  and  he  did  not  think  he  should  ask  the 
(Jourt  to  fight  the  matter  on  the  motion.  As  his  learned 
friends  on  the  other  side  took  the  same  view,  he  v/ould  ask 
that  the  motion  should  stand  over  till  the  trial.  There  was 
no  good  trying  the  matter  twice  over.  Mr.  Micklem,  K.C., 
agreed.  His  Lordship  :  There  will  be  no  order  as  to  costs. 
The  costs  of  motion  will  be  costs  in  the  action.  Mr.  ISleville 
said  that  as  the  Court  had  been  relieved  of  the  motion  his 
Lordship  would  perhaps  give  liberty  to  apply  to  advance 
the  trial  if  neces.sary.  His  Lordship  said  there  would  be 
no  necessity'  for  that,  as  there  was  no  delay. 

The  Ulster  Chemlsts,  Ltd. 
The  matter  of  the  liquidation  of  the  LHster  Chemists.  Ltd., 
again  i;ame  uo  in  the  High  Courts.  Dublm,  on  December  20, 
wlien  an  application  was  made  before  the  blaster  of  the 
Rolls,  in  the  Rolls  Court. 

Mr.  Henry  Hanna,  B.L.,  for  the  defendant.  Mr.  Samuel 
Gibson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Mill  Street,  Belfast,  applied 
further  for  particulars  in  connection  with  an  action  which 
the  liquidator  of  the  Ulster  Chemists,  Ltd.  (Mr.  Smiley), 
has  brought  against  Mr.  Gibson.  The  liquidator  alleges 
that  the  c;efendant  has  made  exorbitant  charges,  and  been 
guilty  of  unfair  dealings,  in  connection  with  the  company; 
ihat  the  deiendant,  a  director,  traded  as  a  private  individual 
with  the  Ulster  Chemists,  Ltd.  ;  that  he  charged  e.xorbitant 
prices,  and  took  advantage  of  his  position  to  sell  goods  of  an 
inferior  description  to  the  company.  Mr.  Gibson  denies  all 
the  charges  in  the  most  absolute  manner,  and  he  now  asks 
that  the  liquidator  should  give  particulars  of  the  goods  in 
respect  of  which  the  allegations  are  made. 

Mr.  Matheson,  K.C.,  for  the  liquidator,  said  that  both 
sides  had  agreed  to  kt  the  case  stand  over  until  next 
session,  and  the  particulars  v/ould  be  furnished. 

The  case  was  then  adjourned  by  consent. 

Bile  Beans. 

The  case  of  the  Bile  Beans  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.,  v. 
Henry  Squire,  Cash  Chemists,  Ltd.,  again  came  before  Mr. 
Justice  Swinten  Eady  in  the  Chancery  Division  on  Friday, 
December  17.  Mr.  Eve,  K.C.,  said  the  motion  was  to  re- 
strain the  defendants  from  pas.sing  off  certain  pills  in 
(  olourable  imitaticn  of  pills  manufactured  by  plaintiffs  and 
from  infringing  the  plaintiff  company's  copyright  in  the 
]it«rary  matter  accompanying  the  sale  of  the  pills.  Mr. 
Macnaugldon  said  he  did  not  see  his  way  to  contest  his 
friend  getting  such  an  order  as  asked.  Apparently  there 
had  been  some  such  infringing  matters.   Defendants  carried 


I  on  a  large  business,  and  there  had  been  no  complaint  before. 
The  only  questiou  was  as  to  whether  the  whole  matter 
could  now  be  put  an  end  to.  His  clients  were  quite  willing 
to  submit  to  a  perpetual  injunction.  As  to  damages,  he 
thought  10/.  would  satisfy  plaintiffs.  Mr.  Eve  said  he 
would  prefer  to  take  the  order  until  judgment  or  further 
order.  If  all  the  parties  afterwards  agreed,  the  motioiv 
could  be  treated  as  the  trial  of  the  action.  Mr.  MacnaughtoM. 
said  he  informed  the  Court  now  that  he  would  submit  to  a. 
perpetual  injunction  according  to  the  terms  of  the  writ,  he 
would  pay  the  costs  of  the  motion,  and  pay  10/.  damages.. 
Mr.  Eve  did  not  suppose  he  would  get  very  much  more  if 
the  case  went  to  trial.  He  had  no  doubt  that  when  he  saw 
his  clients  they  would  agree  to  an  order  in  the  terms  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Macnaughton. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Violet-powder. 
At  Tottenham  Police  Court  on  December  15,  a  summons- 
was  fixed  for  hearing  against  Lindseys,  Ltd.,  of  487  Kings- 
land  Road,  N.,  for  selling  at  a  local  shop  violet-powder- 
which  was  said  to  be  adulterated  with  53  per  cent,  ot 
sulphate  of  lime.  No  one  appeared  on  behalf  of  the  de- 
fendants. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Bridge,  inspector  of  food  and  drugs  under- 
the  Middlesex  County  Council,  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
the  summons,  as  he  had  learned  that  the  company  had 
gone  into  liquidation.  He  said  that  there  was  a  question- 
whether  he  lould  prove  that  violet-powder  is  a  drug,  so 
as  to  bring  the  case  within  the  statute  if  it  had  been  pro- 
ceeded with.  He  had  inquired  into  the  matter,  and  one- 
authority  said  that  the  powder  is  used  for  children  in 
cases  of  diarrhoea.  It  would  not  be  a  bad  remedy  if  it 
were  pure  starch,  as  it  should  be,  and  women  in  country- 
districts  had  been  accustomed  to  give  half  a  teaspoon ful  to- 
children. 

Dr.  F.  H.  Daly  (the  Chairman)  :  I  have  never  heard 
that. 

Mr.  Bridge  said  that  in  the  circumstances  the  point, 
would  not  have  to  be  decided. 

The  Bench  consented  to  the  summons  being  withdrawn. 

Olive  Oil. 

At  Eye,  Suffolk,  on  December  19.  Messrs.  A.  &  M.  Cutting,, 
giocers,  Mendlesham,  were  fined  21.,  and  12.?.  6d.  costs,  for 
selling  cottonseed  oil  as  olive  oil.  The  defence  was  that  a. 
pint  of  olive  oil  was  asked  for,  and  the  purchaser  was  in- 
formed that  the  defendants  only  kept  flask  oil,  which  was. 
principa;:y  used  for  greasing  carts,  also  as  salad  oil — 
which  was  the  description  on  the  label.  The  public  analyst 
certified  the  oil  to  be  cottonseed  oil.  Mr.  Peacock,  for  the- 
defence,  argued  that  under  the  High  Court  decisions  in 
the  cases  of  Sandys  v.  Small  (whisky),  Higgins  c.  Hall 
(coffee),  and  Kirk  r.  Coats  (new  milk  asked  for  and  pur- 
chaser told  it  was  old),  his  clients  were  entitled  to  an  ac- 
quittal. 

At  Chester-le-Sti'eet  on  December  20,  George  W.  Anderson,, 
chemist  and  druggist,  was  charged  with  selling  olive  oil — 
Lucca  oil — which  contained  25  per  cent,  of  cotton.seed  oil. 
The  deficiency,  or  the  addition  of  cottonseed  oil,  was  ad- 
mitted and  the  defence  was  that  the  defendant  had  a  guar- 
antee of  purity  of  Messrs.  Brook,  Parker  &  Co.,  from, 
whom  he  purchased  the  stock.  The  traveller  submitted  ii 
warranty  on  his  price-list,  which  guaranteed  every  article 
sold  as  according  to  the  B.P.  standard.  After  a  lengthy 
legal  argument,  the  Bench  dismis.sed  the  case  and  gave  lea\o. 
to  appeal.  The  prosecuting  solicitor,  however,  urged  (hat 
the  invoice  and  the  catalogue  price  did  not  agree,  and  that 
therefore  the  oil  that  defendant  bought  was  not  the  oil. 
specified  in  the  catalogue  and  guaranteed  therein.  Ancthei- 
lengthy  argument  took  place,  and  the  Chairman  ultimately- 
said  they  had  intended  to  dismiss  the  case,  but  after  what 
the  prosecutor  had  shown  regarding  the  invoi(C  they  could 
not  but  fine  Mr.  Anderson  ;  but  the  Magistrates  thought 
that  Messrs.  Brook,  Parker  &  Co.  should  pay  the  fine — 
10/.  and  costs. 


St.  Peter.sburcj  Women's  Pharmacy  School. — Accord- 
ing to  the  "  Pharmatzevtitcheski  Viestnik,"  this  new  school, 
will  begin  us  work  on  January  28. 
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Decb  of  arranocnteut 


:Davles,  Thomas,  tlie  Drug-stort^s,  Station  Koad.  Gowevton, 
and  64  Andrew  Street,  Llanellv.  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
Trustee,  David  D.  Richards,  97  Oxford  Street,  Swansea, 
accountant.  Dated,  December  12;  filed,  December  17. 
Secured  creditors,  9L  :  liabilities  unsecured,  36/.  2s.  ; 
estimated  net  assets,  41/.    All  creditors  are  under  10/. 


(Basette. 


The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Keceiving  Okdeks. 
^rant,  Robert,  late  "Whitecross  Street,  St.  Luke's,  B.C.,  dis- 
tiller and  niethylater. 
JIlll,  Herbert  Frederick,  Piccadilly,  W.,  dental  surgeon. 

Adjudication. 

Slom&eld,  Francis  Henry,  Belvedere,  Kent,  chemist. 

Adjudication  Annulled. 
Jlug-bes,  Robert  Jaffray,  Queen's  Road,  Wimbledon,  S.W., 
physician  and  surgeon—debts  paid  in  full. 


IRcw  Coinpaiuee  d  (Tonipau^  1Rew0. 


Ozone,  Ltd. — Capital  50,000/.,  in  1?.  shares.  Objects:  To 
adopt  an  agreement  with  W.  Elworthy,  to  acquire  an  inven- 
tion relating  to  the  generation  of  ozone,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  generators,  storers,  appliers,  and  distributors  of 
<izone,  etc.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are 
J.  Walker,  A.  E.  Seaton,  and  S.  W.  Money.  Eegistered 
■office,  27  Clement's  Lane,  E.C. 

London  Mineral  Waters,  Ltd. — Capital  150,000/.,  in  10s. 
shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  of  the  London 
■Super-aeration,  Ltd.  (incorporated  in  1901).  No  initial  public 
issue.  The  subscribers  ai'e  to  appoint  the  first  directors. 
<3ualification,  250  shares;  remuneration,  200/.  per  annum  or 
10  per  cent,  of  the  net  profits  remaining  after  payment  of  a 
dividend  of  10  per  cent,  (whichever  is  greater),  divisible. 
Eegistered  office,  46  Bermondsey  Street,  S.E. 

Shrivelle  &  Co.,  Ltd. — Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  take  over  the  business  of  a  denture-manufacturer 
■carried  on  by  A.  G.  Shrivelle,  at  23  Greenfield  Villas,  Llan- 
•elly,  and  at  Ffairfach,  Llandilo,  and  elsewhere,  under  tho 
style  of  "  Shrivelle  &  Co.,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
.manufacturers  of,  agents  for,  anti  dealers  in  artificial  teeth, 
dental  apparatus  and  instruments,  artificial  limbs,  surgical 
instruments,  tooth-powders,  dentifrices,  druggists'  sundries, 
etc.  The  first  directors  are  A.  G.  Shrivelle,  C.  E.  Dance,  and 
F.  W.  E.  Shrivelle  (chemist).  Registered  office,  23  Greeu- 
tleld  Villas,  Llanelly. 

Wm.  Hindle  &  Sons,  Ltd. — Capital  300/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  of  a  chemist,  druggist,  and 
wine  and  spirit  merchant  carried  on  by  "  Wra.  Hindle,"  at 
Peel  Street,  Accrington.  The  first  subscribers  arc :  F.  A. 
Hindle,  125  St.  John's  Terrace,  Burnley  Road,  Accrington, 
wine  and  spirit  merchant;  Mrs.  J.  Hindle,  125  St.  John's 
Terrace,  Burnley  Road,  Accrington  ;  J.  D.  Hindle,  7  Rough 
Lee  Road,  Accrington,  mechanic  ;  Mrs.  A.  Hindle,  7  Rough 
Lee  Road,  Accrington  ;  A.  E.  Hindle,  160  Warbreck  Road, 
Blackpool,  professor  of  music;  Mrs.  J.  Hindle,  160  Warbreck 
Road,  Blackpool;  and  R.  Scott,  1  Tromellen  Street,  Accring- 
ton, professor  of  music.  No  initial  public  issue.  F.  A. 
Hindle  is  the  first  director.  Registered  oflSce,  16  Peel  Street, 
Accrington. 

Allen's  Drug-stores,  Ltd.— Capital  2.000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists, 
artificial-teeth  manufacturers,  opticians,  food-specialists, 
drysalters,  oil  ancl  colour  men,  importers  and  manufacturers 
of  and  dealers  in  pharmaceutical,  veterinary,  electrical, 
chemical,  photographic,  surgical,  and  scientific  apparatus  and 
appliances,  etc.  The  first  subscribers  are  :  J.  Allen,  155  Praod 
Street,  Paddington,  W.,  gentleman ;  Miss  G.  E.  Allen, 
155  Pracd  Street,  Paddington,  W. ;  P.  W.  S.  Allen,  155  Praed 
Street,  Paddington,  chemist's  a.ssistant ;  G.  R.  Rogers,  jun., 
69a  Hambalt  Road,  Clapham,  S.W.,  journalist;  G.  Aylmer, 
St.  Stephen's  Chambers,  Telegraph  Street,  E.G.,  gentleman; 
E.  E.  Woodward,  Keston,  Kent,  cashier;  and  W.  J.  Lane, 
2  North  Witham,  Mount  Pleasant  Road,  South  Tottenham, 
traveller.  No  initial  public  issue.  Table  "A"  mainly 
applies.    Registered  office,  155  Praed  Street,  W. 

Agenoria  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects: 
To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  10  Duke  Street,  Adelphi, 


and  30,  35,  ancl  36  Frostic  Place,  London,  as  the  "  Compressed- 
gas  Accessories  Co.,"  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  W.  J. 
Williams  and  O.  W.  Beneke,  and  to  carry  on  tlio  business  of 
dealers  in  natural  and  artificial  carbonic-acid  and  other  gases 
and  tubes  and  accessories  therefor,  manufacturers  of  mineral 
waters,  beers,  and  other  liquors,  and  refrigerating  plant, 
chemists,  druggists,  drysalteiis,  etc.  The  first  subscribers 
are:  T.  W.  Doran,  99  Park  Lane,  Clissold  Park,  N.,  clerk; 
A.  J.  Fyfe,  Hayes,  Middlesex,  solicitor;  A.  Kecnan,  Broad 
Street  House,  E.C,  clerk;  H.  Jacques,  65  Church  Street, 
Kensington,  W.,  clerk;  D.  Dickins,  2  Ashchurch  Park  Villas, 
Ravenscourt  Park,  W.,  clerk;  A.  H.  Castle,  33  Cuthbert 
Road,  Walthamstow,  clerk;  J.  Mallcott,  96  Second  Avenue, 
Manor  Park,  E.,  law  stationer.  No  initial  public  issue. 
J.  H.  Heap  may,  while  holding  by  himself  or  his  nominees 
half  the  issued  capital,  appoint  himself  or  others  as  a  director 
or  directors. 


Parke's  Drug-stores,  Ltd. — The  board  recommend  a  final 
dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares  for  the  year  ended  Sep- 
tember 50,  of  3  per  cent.,  making  6  per  cent,  for  tho  ye.ar, 
payable  on  December  30.  The  transfer-books  of  the  company 
will  be  closed  from  December  23  to  30,  both  days  inclusive. 

London  Super-aeration,  Ltd. — The  petition  for  the  wind- 
ing-up of  this  company  was  mentioned  again,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Warrington,  in  the  Winding-up  Court,  on  Tuesday, 
December  20,  when  a  further  adjournment  was  asked  for. 
His  Lordship,  however,  said  he  saw  no  reason  why  it  should 
bo  allowed  to  stand  over  again.  He  could  not  take  the  case 
or  the  existing  petition,  and  he  could  only  dismiss  it. 

African  Saltpetre  Co.,  Ltd. — The  report  for  the  year  ended 
September  30  last  states  that  dividends  received  on  invest- 
ments during  the  year  amount  to  280/.,  the  total  expensea 
being  only  159/.  Owing  to  non-i'ecoipt  from  tho  company's 
agents  in  Griquatown  of  more  recent  returns,  it  has  only  been 
possible  to  take  into  account  rents  received  up  to  May  last. 
The  investments,  which  are  taken  at  cost,  would,  if  realised  at 
current  prices,  show  a  profit. 

Collins'  Eucalypti  Remedy  Co.,  Ltd. — The  first  annual 
meeting  of  the  shareholders  was  held  at  their  registered 
offices,  31  and  33  Newington  Causeway,  S.E.,  on  December  16, 
when  the  directors'  report  and  accounts  for  the  year  wero 
submitted.  The  Chairman  (Mr.  Alex.  F.  Collins)  congratu- 
lated the  shareholders  on  the  success  of  their  undertaking  and 
the  profit  realised  during  the  last  year  of  exceptional  depres- 
sion in  the  drug-trade.  After  placing  10  per  cent,  of  the  net 
profits  to  the  reserve  fund,  a  dividend  of  75  per  cent,  was 
declared.    The  retiring  directors  and  auditors  were  re-elected. 

Ilford,  Ltd. — The  annual  general  meeting  of  shai'eholdera 
was  held  at  Winchester  House,  E.C,  on  December  20,  Mr. 
James  Kemp-Welch  presiding.  In  moving  tho  adoption  of 
tho  report  and  accounts  {C.  ct'  D.,  December  17,  page  981), 
tho  Chairman  said  the  past  year  had  been  an  anxious  ono 
for  the  directors,  but  the  trade  outlook  was  now  much 
brighter,  ancl  they  might  clearly  anticipate  that  the  people 
would  speedily  He  able  to  inclulge  more  freely  in  their 
favourite  hobbies.  Tho  decision  of  the  directors  in  the  spring 
to  compete  with  other  firms  by  giving  larger  discounts  had  an 
adverse  effect  on  the  receipts  during  the  first  half  of  tho 
year,  but  the  sales  since  the  alteration  had  shown  a  steady 
progressive  increase.  The  new  factory  at  Wariey  has  great 
possibilities.  The  female  labour  employed  thei'e  has  proved 
very  satisfactory,  and  nineteen  workmen's  cottages  for  Ilford 
Co.'s  employes  are  now  nearing  completion.  The  original 
profit-sharing  scheme  for  the  benefit  of  the  employes  has 
been  abandoned,  and  a  monthly  scheme  of  rewards  for 
those  whose  work  and  conduct  are  satisfactory  has  been  sub- 
stituted. Five  per  cent,  on  the  wages  earned  is  paid  at  tho 
end  of  each  month  for  efficiency,  punctuality,  and  other  points. 
Referring  to  the  accounts,  ho  said  that  tho  freehold-land 
value  showed  a  large  increase,  owing  to  the  purchase  of  the 
land  at  Wariey  and  the  new  premises  there.  Sundry  debtors 
wore  4,200/.  more  than  last  year;  an  expression  of  larger 
trade.  Stocks  were  larger,  and  as  a  rule  entered  below 
cost.  Silver,  which  was  largely  used  in  their  manufactures, 
had  been  higher  in  price,  and  there  had  been  considerable 
extra  expenses  upon  that  account.  Cash  at  bankers'  was 
22,634/.  less,  owing  to  considerable  payments  having  been 
I'ocontly  made  on  building  account;  and  sundry  creditors 
were  more,  also  due  to  tho  expenditure  at  Wariey.  Mr. 
A.  R.  Smith  seconded  the  motion.  Several  shai'eholders 
having  commented  favourably  on  the  report,  Mr.  Hindley 
asked  if  there  was  any  proposal  to  amalgamate  with  other 
companies  to  avoid  cutting  rates.  Mr.  Harris  sought  an 
explanation  as  to  why  Ilford  shares  had  depreciated  in  value. 
The  Chairman  thought  that  the  dividend  being  less  was  the 
cause  of  the  shares  being  quoted  lower.  The  company  had 
done  what  they  could  to  avoid  cutting  rates,  but  no  amalga- 
mation had  been  formed.  The  motion  was  carried  with  one 
dissentient.    The  Chairman  was  re-elected  a  director. 
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KiRBY. — On  December  16,  at  Church  Hill  House,  Orping- 
ton, Kent,  the  wife  of  Cyril  H.  Kirby  (Neve,  Beck  & 
Kirby,  solicitors  to  the  CD. A.),  of  a  son. 

Lynch. — On  December  17,  at  31  Devonshire  Place,  W., 
the  wife  of  George  Lynch,  of  a  son.  (Mrs.  Lynch  is  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  F.  Harwood  Lescher.  and  her 
husband  is  war  correspondent  to  the  "  Daily  Chronicle.") 


Boox — PuGH  — At  the  Parish  Church,  West  Bridgford, 
Notts,  on  December  17,  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Hargreaves, 
Harold,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Boon,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Kirton  Lindsey,  to  Florence,  eldest  daughter  of 
Mr.  Charles  Thomas  Pugh,  Abbey  Villa,  Shrewsbury. 
Silver  Wedding. 

King — Woodcock. — On  December  25,  1879,  at  St.  Mark's 
Church,  Old  Street,  London,  E.G.,  Walter  Robert  King  to 
Elizabeth  Howden  Woodcock.  [Present  address,  "  Holford 
Lodge,"  Trinity  Avenue,  Westcliff-on-Sea.J 


Acton. — In  London,  cn  December  13.  Mr.  Samuel  Acton, 
late  of  Buxton,  and  formerly  of  Sheffield,  chemi.st  and  drug- 
gist, aged  forty-eight. 

Bell. — At  Rounton  Grange,  Northallerton,  on  Decem- 
ber 20,  Sir  Isaac  Lowthian  ]5ell,  Bart.,  F.R.S.,  etc.,  aged 
eighty-eight.  This  distinguished  chemist  and  metallurgist 
was  practically  brought  up  in  the  iron  industry,  but  in  1850 
he  became  associated  with  the  well-known  magnesia-works 
at  Washington,  co.  Durham,  founded  by  his  father-in- 
law,  Mr.  H.  L.  Pattinson,  F.R.S.  A  few  years  later  he 
joined  his  brothers  in  starting  ironworks  at  Port  Clarence, 
and  there  his  great  abilities  resulted  in  many  advances  in 
the  technology  of  iron  and  steel,  fie  was  elected  a  Fellow 
of  the  Chemical  Society  in  1863.  and  served  on  the  Council. 
In  1889-90  he  was  President  of  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry.  He  received  a  baronetcy  in  1885,  after  eleven 
years'  consistent  support  of  Mr.  Gladstone  in  Parliament. 
This  dignity  now  passes  to  his  son,  Thomas  Hugh  Bell, 
born  in  1844. 

Devitt. — On  December  17,  at  1  Crescent  Place,  Brighton, 
Mr.  Henry  Devitt,  late  of  Stanmore  and  Mincing  Lane,  aged 
sixty-two.  The  late  Mr.  Devitt  commenced  business  as  a 
drug  and  produce  broker  at  Dunster  House,  Mincing  Lane, 
E.G.,  on  July  1,  1697,  having  previously  been  a  partner  in 
the  firm  of  Devitt  &  Hett.  At  the  end  of  last  year  Mr. 
Devitt  was  com]>elled  through  ill-health  to  retire,  and 
Messrs.  Lewis  &  Peat  took  over  the  goodwill  of  the  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Andrew  Devitt,  it  may  be  mentioned,  is  a 
brother  of  the  r'eceased  gcn'leman. 

DiGGENS.— At  West  Ealing,  on  December  8,  Mr.  Edward 
Daniel  Diggens,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty. 

Fenwick. — At  136  Stirling  Road,  Glasgow,  on  Decem- 
ber 17,  Mr.  John  Fenwick,  formerly  chemist  and  postmaster, 
Strathbungo,  aged  fifty-.seven.  Mr.  Fenwick  sold  his  well- 
known  business  in  Strathbungo,  some  years  ago,  to  Mr. 
G.  Mackie.  He  began  business  there  in  the  'seventies, 
when  Strathbungo  was  .still  a  village  detached  from  Glasgow, 
and  lived  to  see  the  city  absorb  it.  His  brother,  a  busy 
and  successful  medical  man,  who  predeceased  him  by  only 
a  few  years,  consulted  in  Mr.  J.  Fenwick's  shop,  and,  in 
conjunction,  the  two  brothers  built  up  a  wide  and  lucrative 
connection,  which  enabled  Mr.  Fenwick  to  retire  earlier 
than  is  the  fortune  of  most  chemists. 

Glaisyer. — At  Highland  Lodge.  Edgbaston,  on  Decem- 
ber 19  { from  appendicitis,  for  which  he  was  operated  on 
list  week),  Mr.  Henry  Glai.syer,  LL.B..  Senior  Registrar  of 
the  Birmingham  County  Court,  aged  fifty-four.  Mr.  Glais- 
yer was  a  member  of  the  well-known  Sussex  family  whose 
name  is  associated  with  the  old-established  chemists'  busi- 
.  ness,  Glaisyer  &  Kemp,  Brighton.  During  the  existence  of 
the  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Trade  Association  of  Great 


Britain,  whose  headquarters  were  in  Birmingham,  where  he 
was  in  practice,  he  acted  as  solicitor  to  the  Association. 
Mr.  Glaisyer  was  articled  in  1867  to  Mr.  ^^  illiam  Morgan, 
solicitor,  Birmingham,  and  was  admitted  as  a  solicitor  in 
1875.  and  graduated  as  a  Bachelor  of  Laws  at  the  London 
University  in  1874.  He  soon  after  started  in  practice  on 
his  own  account,  later  taking  Mr.  S.  J.  Porter  into  partner- 
ship. In  1894  he  was  appointed  a  Registrar  at  the  Bir- 
mingham County  Court,  and  became  Senior  Registrar  in 
1899.  He  was  twice  married,  and  leaves  three  children. 
His  eldest  son  by  the  first  marriage  distinguished  himself 
at  Cambridge,  and  is  now  reading  for  the  Bar. 

Mr.  Glaisyer  was  introduced  to  tho  drug-trado  in  1876. 
and  for  tho  succeeding  eleven  years  his  name  was  voi'y 
familiar.  The  value  of  tho  services  he  rendered  can  only 
be  duly  appi'eciated  by  those  who  knew  the  parlous  positioii 
of  pharmaceutical  affairs  when  the  Chemists  and  Druggists' 
Trade  Association  was  formed.  Both  Mr.  Glaisyer,  tho 
solicitor  to  that  Association,  and  Mr.  W.  F.  liaydon,  it.s 
Secretary,  were  "  hnds "  (d  Mr.  Thomas  Barclay,  who 
th.ruugh  them  ensured  the  success  of  the  machine  which  hct 
designed.  They  wore  both  young  and  energetic,  and  they 
threw  themselves  into  the  work  before  them  with  a  zest 
and  intelligence  which  was  only  too  elFcctive  ;  for  it  is  a  fact 
that  one  of  the  causes  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Association 
was  that  it  had  cleared  the  ground  cjj  the  trade's  enemies- 
First  it  dealt  with  the  rampant  and  often  incompetent, 
"analysm"  which  was  at  that  trnio  prevalent  under  the 
then  unexplored  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Magistrates 
and  the  public  were  accepting  anything  certiiied  by  a  person 
who  ticketed  himself  an  analyst,  and  tho  analysts  callecl 
trade  journals  and  those  whom  they  represented  their 
natural  enemies.  Mr.  Glaisyer  was  one  of  the  first  to 
systematically  heckle  these  gentlemen,  and  their  surprise 
and  indignation  only  helped  tho  imperturbable  young 
lawyer  to  the  sympathy  of  the  Bench.  After  two  or  three 
years-  of  activity  analysts  climbed  down,  and  their  shop- 
window  cases  became  rare.  About  the  same  tirne  tho 
Apothecaries'  ScK'iety  began  to  harass  chemists  who  judgeci 
of  diseases  by  their  symptoms.  They  never  meant  to  in- 
terfere with  "the  legitimate  trade  of  chemists,  they  said; 
but  there  were  medical  defence  associations  behind  them, 
and  the  leaders  at  Blackfriars  had  to  go  in  the  direction 
they  were  pushed.  It  was  just  as  well  that  they  wero 
assisted  in  their  moderation.  Tlie  result  of  several  cases 
showed  that  they  had  the  law  on  their  side,  but  that  they 
had  better  not  utilise  it.  It  was  believed  that  tho  Pharmacy 
Act  was  not  being  very  vigorously  enforced  at  that  time, 
anci  Mr.  Glaisyer  appeared  in  courts  all  over  the  country  to 
prosecute  infringements  of  the  seventeenth  section,  ai:d  thus 
to  make  the  Act  better  known.  By  a  coinci'lence  this 
activity  excited  what  may  be  termed  a  magnetic  field  which 
influenced  Bloomsbury.  Another  extremely  useful  legal 
service  rendered  by  the  Trade  Association  was  tho  conclu- 
sion of  a  treaty  with  tho  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  granting 
to  chemists  the  privilege  of  obtaining  the  Board's  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  liability  of  labels.  These  wero  the  pro- 
minent features  of  the  work  done  by  the  Trade  Association. 
It  will  bo  seen  that  it  was  all  legal,  and  necessarily  Mr. 
Glaisyer  took  a  leading  part  in  it.  The  political  work  of 
the  Association  was  useless.  It  degenerated  into  the  mero 
echo  of  the  Council,  and  people  got  tired  of  it.  But  its 
legal  results  were  permanent  and  were  all  of  value.  For 
these  the  trade  became  a  heavy  debtor  to  Mr.  Glaisyer. 
He  was  sound  in  his  law  and  alert  in  his  mind.  Tho 
position  to  which  he  was  promoted  is  evidence  of  the  csteen* 
he  had  acquired  in  his  profession.  His  old  colleagues  will 
remember  the  extreme  plea.suro  of  con.sulting  with  him. 
lie  never  instructed  them,  but  they  knew  all  about  the 
subject  when  they  had  got  through.  Ho  was  a  lawyer,  but 
did  not  show  it;  "a  gentleman  who  had  no  need  to  try  to  bo 
one.— A.  C.  W. 

Lesciier.— On  December  18.  Sister  Mary  of  St.  Philip, 
Frances  Mary  Lescher  (sister  of  the  late  Mr.  .Toseph  Sidney 
Le.scher),  Superior  of  the  Convent  of  Notre  Dame,  Mount 
Pleasant,  Liverpool,  aged  eighty-five. 

Neale. — At  Woolwich,  on  December  9,  'Mv.  John  Neale, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  aged  eighty. 

Olive. — At  Briton  Ferry,  Glam.,  on  October  31,  Mr. 
William  Thomas  Olive,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty- 
four. 

Perry.— At  Ba.sing.stoke,  on  December  13.  Mr.  Walli.s 
Bennett  Perry,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  twenty-five. 

Radford.— At  Nottingham,  on  December  16,  Mr.  John 
Storer  Radford,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  aged  fifty-four, 
i      Southwell.— On  December   16,   suddenly,  at  Gurrey 
i  Lodge,Child's  Hill,  N.W.,  Mr.Charles  Southwell,  of.  the  firm 
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of  Charles  Southwell  &  Co.,  Uotkhead,  S.E.,  aged  seventy- 
six. 

Van  Schaack. — At  Chicago,  on  December  5,  Mr.  Peter 
Van  b'chaack,  founder  of  the  firm  of  Peter  Van  Schaack  & 
Sons,  wholesale  druggists,  Chicago.    Mr.  Van  Schaack  was 

born  in  Manlius,  New 
York  State,  in  1832.  He 
studied  medicine  with  his 
uncle,  a  prominent  physi- 
cinn,  but,  the  uncle  dying, 
young  Van  Schaack  en- 
tered the  wholesale  drug- 
house  of  George  Russell  & 
Co.,  Albany.  He  went 
from  there  to  New  York, 
afterwards  starting  in 
business  as  a  wholesale 
druggist  at  Charleston, 
S.C.,  just  before  the  war. 
Eventually  he  gravitated 
to  Chicago  and  founded 
the  hou.se  which  still 
exists.  Three  times  his 
premises  in  Chicago  were 
burnt  out,  the  fire  in  each 
case  originating  outside 
his  own  store.  After  each 
set-back  he  began  again  with  unabated  vigour,  and  at 
last  became  a  recognised  leader  in  the  trade.  He 
helped  to  organise  the  "  Western  Wholesale  Drug 
Association,"  which  ultimately  became  the  National 
Wholesale  Druggists'  Association.  "Mr.  Van  Schaack 
served  a  term  as  President  of  this  Association,  and 
he  had  also  been  President  of  the  Chicago  Wholesale  Drug, 
Paint,  and  Oil  Exchange,  and  a  Vice-President  of  the 
Central  Drug  Exchange.  He  showed  himself  always  a 
liberal-minded  and  progressive  worker  in  advanced  phar- 
macy, and  he  was  honorary  member  of  a  number  of  State 
pharmaceutical  associations.  Mr.  Van  Schaack  was  always 
i'ond  of  travel,  and  toured  Europe  on  many  occasions. 


Simpson's  Drug-stores  have  been  opened  at  514  Kings- 
land  Road,  N.E. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Leak,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased  the 
business -of  Mr.  J.  R.  Kirk,  chemist,  33  Montpelier  Parade, 
Lower  Harrogate.    Mr.  Kirk  has  retired. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Ransom,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  bought 
the  business  of  Mr.  Ninirod  Keen,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Market  Square,  Witney,  Oxon.  -  '  "         '  ' 

Mr.  Alfuk-d  HE.4r,  chemist  and  druggist,  Kendal,  has 
removed  from  55  Highgate,  to  new  and  more  commodious 
premises  at  the  head  of  Finkle  Street. 

Mr.  E.  H.  James,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Ealing, 
has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  J.  D.  Robinson,  chemist 
and  c'ruggist.  in  High  Street,  Sheringham. 

A  Branch  Pharmacy  has  been  opened  at  18  King's  Road, 
St.  Leonards,  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Edwards,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  of  17  Queen's  Road,  Hastings,  and  Ore. 

The  laboratory,  manufactory,  and  offices  of  Mrs. 
Pomeroy,  Ltd.,  have  been  removed  from  29  Old  Bond 
Street,  W.,  to  33  and  34  Carnabv  Street,  Great  Marlborough 
Street,  W.         '   "  '    '  " 

Mr.  a.  R.  Davies,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  business  hitherto  carried  on  at  the  Victoria  Tharmacy, 
65  Regent  Road,  Great  , Yarmouth,  by  Mr.  J.  vv .  Huke, 
chemist  and  druggist,  for' whom  he  had  previously  acted  as 
manager.     ~  ,    _ 

Two  shops  in  Manchester  hitherto  belonging  to  chemists 
are  at  present  untenanted— 63  Bury  New  Road,  Che<;tham, 
formerly  occupied  by  Mr.  R.  Weiss,  chemist  and  druggist! 
and  the  premises  recently  vacated  by  Mr.  Griffiths  Hughes 
at  the  -corner  of  Cateaton  Street  and  Victoria  Street. 

Messrs.  S.  F.  Goss,  Ltd.,  announce  that  in  addition  to 
conducting  the  business  of  dispensing  chemists  at  17  Bronip- 
ton  Road,  S.W.,  they  have  decided  to  add  on  the  first  floor 
a  ladico'  hairdrcssing,  manicure,  facc-nrissrge  and  chi;- 


opody  department,  fitted  in  thoroughly  up-to-date  style, 
and  conducted  on  entirely  aseptic  principles,  under  a  first- 
class  Parisian  coiffeur. 

The  latest  branch  established  by  Henry  Hodder  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  chemists  and  druggists,  of  Bristol,  is  at  33  Commercial 
Street,  Newport-upon-Usk,  the  business  formerly  belonging 
to  Mr.  Garrett.  The  Company  has,  in  addition  to  the 
Central  Wine  Street  shops  in  Bristol,  ten  branches.  It  was 
founded  by  Mr.  Henry  Hodder,  who  was  born  in  Bristol  in 
1819,  and  started  in  business  for  himself  in  1845,  when  ho 
originated  the  "cash  chemist"  or  cutting  system.  In 
1887  a  limited-liability  company  was  formed,  of  which  Mr. 
Hodder  was  chairman  for  some  years  ;  and  at  the  present 
time  Mr.  H.  R.  Wansbrough  is  chairman,  Mr.  Edmund 
Carpenter,  a  life  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
being  the  managing  director. 


ZTrabc^marUs  appI^e^  Jfor. 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  applica- 
tions should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B.  Comptroller- 
General  of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks  at  the  Patents 
OfiSce,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C. 
within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be 
stated  on  Trade-marks  Form  J,  cost  £i,  obtainable  through  any 
money-order  ofiBce. 


{From  ihc  "  Tradc-nmrks  Journal,"  Xovcinhcr  30,  1904.) 
"  Sartoi.in  "  ;   for  preparations  for  consumption-treatment. 

By  R.  Schneider,  Krausenstrasse  52,  Berlin.  264,569. 
"  Radicloth  " ;   for  a  medicated  cloth    (rubefacient).  By 

Davies,  Gibbins  &  Co.,  75  Bridge  Street,  Derby..  266,043. 
"  Arheol  "  ;    for  medicines.      By.   P.   Astier,   72  Avenue 

Kleber,  Paris.  266,332. 
"  TfiETOLiA "  ;   for  a  dipsomania  and  drusj-habit  cure.  By 

.  S.  H.  Plummer,  7  Southampton  Row,  W.C.  266,508. 
"  Mammala  "  ;   for  medic  ated  milk-foods.      By  J.  R.  Hat- 
maker,  25  rue  de  la  Faisanderie,  Paris.    266,785,  266,937. 
"  Fhuitatives  "    {"Fruit"    disclaimed),    and    devices  of 

fruits;   for  a  medicine.    By  A.  Rogers,  282  O'Connor 

Street,  Ottawa.  267,086. 
"  SiH-RoM  "  ;  for  a  cure  for  piles.    By  A.  Morris,  344  West- 

mirjster  Road,  Kirkdale,  Liverpool.  267,370. 
"  H.    K.    Gayetty  "  ;    for    medicated    paper.    By    H.  K. 

Gayetty,  46  Murray  Street,  New  York.  267,393. 
"  ICENE "  ("Ice"  disclaimed);  for  chemicals.    By  William 

Sliikespear,    18    Golden  Hillock    Road,  Birmingham. 

267,410. 

"  Genonene  "  and  device  of  West  Kirby  Beacon;  for  an 
embrcication.  By_S.  F.  Emerson,  13  Acacia  Grove,  West 
Kirby,  Cheshire.  267,444. 

Device  of  crossed  horns;  for  scientific,  surgical,  etc.,  instru- 
ments. By  Kornit,  Ltd.,  30  Groat  St.  Helens,  E.G. 
260,966,  260,969. 

"  Ticka  " ;  for  photographic  apparatus.  By  Houghtons, 
Ltd.,  88  High  Holborii,  W.C.  267,477. 

"Kornit"  ("Corne"  disclaimed);  for  surgical,  etc.,  in- 
struments. By  J.  A.  Tickuer,  30  Great  St.  Helens,  E.G. 
265,772. 

Device  of  roll  of  toilet-paper;  for  toilet-paper.  By  Scott 
Paper  Co.,  Seventh  and  Glonwood  Avenue,  Philadelphia, 
U.S.A.    266,688.  "  ^ 

"Vimacet";  for  vinegar.  By  W.  Pickard  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
48  Robert  Street,  Sheffield.  266,693. 

"Optanine";  for  food-substances.  By  A.  Boake-Roberts  & 
Co.  .  Ltd.,  100  Carpenter's  Road,  Stratford,  E.  266,755. 

"  Vitone  "  ;  for  non-alcoholic  beverages  and  flavourings. 
By  W.  Pickard  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  48  Robert  Street,  Sheffield. 
266,864. —     "  - 

Device  of  a  woman's  head  ;  for  toilet-preparations.    By  the 

Nim  Co.,  35  Mortimer  Street,  W.  266,148. 
"Rowena";    for.  a  toilet-article.    By   A.    H.    Owen,  the 

Twynham  Pharmacy,  High  Street,  Christchurch,  Hants, 

266,782.  -  .    _  . 

"  OzoTOL "    ("  Ozo "    disclaimed);    for    a  tooth-cleansing 

preparation.    By  G.  W.  King  &  Co.,  32  Fleet  Street, 

E.C.  267,126. 

"  Menthlogne  "  ;  for  perfumery.  By  M.  A.  Alabone,  3 
Biddulph  Mansions,  Elgin  Avenue,  W,  267.262. 

"  SiLCA  "  {"Silk"  disclaimed);  for  perfumery  By  Rey- 
nolds &  Branson,  14  Commercial  Street,  Leeds.  267,265. 

"Merchant  &  Co.";  for  polishing  and  cleaning  materials, 
boxes,  gelatin  capsules,  etc.  By  Merchant  &  Co.,  59 
Shakespeare  Street,  Southport,  Lanes,  267.109. 
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Boontino  tbc  ®l^  B.p. 


This  is  a  little  sono'  with  a  humorous  vein  in  it.  wliicli  comes  tj  us  from 
members  of  a  cheniisfs  family.  The  words  are  by  a  Minor  man,  and  the 
music  by  his  brother.  It  is  suggested  as  a  song  for  chemists'  gatherings, 
and  we  have  little  doubt  that  it  will  bo  tried  in  many  a  chemist's  jxirlour 
and  drawing-room  during  this  festive  season.  We  are  indebted  ti  Mr.  Sydney 
Jamies;in  for  editing  tlio  score. 
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jebra, 


Now  we  pass  exams,  in  Latin,  and  in  French  and 
And  in  chemisti-y  and  botany  and  materia  medica. 
We  spend  a  year  at  Muter's  or  at  Cowley's  or  at  Will's, 
So  that  we  may  have  the  privilege  of  dispensing  patent 
pills. 

C7(0/-»«.— But  we'll  be  up  and  doing,  etc. 


Our  examiner  in  pharmacy  heaps  praises  on  the  pills 
We  were  taught  to  make  at  Muter's  or  at  Duncan's  or 
Wills'  ; 

But  when  we  start  a  pharmacy  to  fill  our  aching  voids, 
The  only  pills  that  we  dispense  are  compound  "  tabletoicl; 
Chorus. — But  we'll  be  up  and  doing,  etc. 


at 


We  are  taught  to  make  up  mixtures  and  to  strive  for  elegance, 
And  to  shun  the  risk  of  error,  so  avoiding  all  mischance; 
But  the  medical  prescriptions  that  are  sent  to  test  our  skill 
Are  like  "  Recipe  four  ounces  Mist.  Bismuthi  Sed.  (Macgill)." 
Chorus. — But  we'll  be  up  and  doing,  etc. 


Canabian  IRotcs. 

(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 


PaOFESSOE,  RuTHEEFOBD.  of  radlo-activity  fame,  has  been 
invited  to  give  a  series  of  lectures  at  the  Yale  University. 
He  has  been  entertained  to  dinner  at  the  Windsor  Hotel. 
Montreal,  to  celebrate  his  receiving  the  Rumford  Medal 
of  the  Royal  Society. 

Canadian  Manufacturers'  Association. — A  new 
branch,  with  the  title  of  the  "Montreal  Linseed  Oil, 
White-lead,  Paint,  and  Varnish  Section  of  the  Canadian 
Manufacturers'  Association,"'  has  been  formed  in  Montreal. 
Mr.  Robert  Munro  is  the  Chairman. 

ST0E.4GE  OF  EXPLOSIVES.— Messrs.  Lyman,  Sons  &  Co., 
wholesale  druggists,  Montreal,  have  strongly  protested 
against  the  new  city  by-law  which,  they  say,  would  pro- 
hibit the  storing  of  collodion,  ether,  and  phosphorus, 
while  benzine,  kerosene,  gasoline,  and  alcohol  could  only 
be  stored  in  quantities  not  exceeding  100  gals.    A  whole- 


'  sale  business  could  not  be  conducted  in  that  way,  they  say. 
The  by-law  has  been  referred  back  to  the  Fire  Committee 
for  revision. 

P.A.T.A.  Officers. — At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Pro- 
prietary Articles  Trade  Association  at  Toronto  on  Novem- 
ber 22  (see  C.  cO  December  10,  page  967),  the  following 
officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  :  Hon.  President. 
Hon.  G.  T.  Fulford  (Dr.  Williams's  Medicine  Co.),  Brock- 
ville;  President,  Mr.  Henry  Miles  (Deeming,  M'iles  &  Co.). 
Montreal;  Vice-President,  Mr.  W.  G.  Edmanson  (Edman- 

I  son  &  Bates),  Toronto;  Secretary-Treasurer,  Mr.  L.  S. 

j  Levee  (Dr.  T.  A.  Slocuni,  Ltd.),  Toronto.  Board  of  Con- 
trol— Chairman,  Mr.  D.  Watson  (David  Watson  &  Co.), 
Montreal;  Mr.  Thomas  Brady,  Montreal;  Mr.  E.  H. 
Woolley  (Chas.  A.  Vogeler  Co.),  Toronto;  Mr.  T.  E. 
Milburn,  Toronto;  Mr.  J.  H.  McKinnon.  Toronto. 


1018  ' 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


December  24,  1904 


lEyainination. 

A  Chemist-Optician's  Experience. 


FOUR  years  ago,  when  I  passed  the  General  Optics  exami- 
nation of  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company,  I  contri- 
buted an  account  of  my  experiences  to  The  Chemist  and 
JJruggist.  As  I  have  this  week  been  informed  that  I  have 
.succeeded  in  passing  the  .Sight-testing  examination  of  the 
same  Company,  I  thought  that  other  chemists  who  may 
contemplate  going  in  for  the  same  examination  would  like 
to  hear  what  it  is  like.  I  may  add,  perhaps,  as  an  en- 
couragement to  those  who,  like  myself,  cannot  leave  their 
pharmacies  to  attend  lectures,  that  1  had  to  rely  entirely  on 
home-preparation -for  the  examination. 

Arriving  early  at  the  examinaticn-hall  (in  the  Cannon 
Street  Hotel),  I  was  introduced  to  one  of  the  medical 
examiners,  who  had  before  him  a  table  covered  with  sight- 
testing  appliances.  He  first  questioned  me  on  the  use  of 
the  stenopaic  slit,  and  I  was  given  several  questions  cn  the 
Maddocks  rod  and  its  use  in  muscle-testing.  This  was 
followed  by  a  transposition  to  work  out.  I  was  asked  also 
to  explain  ths  optic  axis,  visual  angle,  angle  alpha,  angle 
ijamnia. 

How  to  distinguish  between  the  different  kinds  of  hyper- 
mctropia.  A  few  questions  were  then  put  on  the  ophthal- 
mometer, which  I  said  I  used,  and  I  was  also  asked  to  give 
an  opinion  on  the  Geneva  retinoscope  and  its  practicability. 
I  was  next  told  off  to  oculist  No.  2,  who,  aided  by  a  large 
coloured  diagram  and  a  model  eye,  soon  ascertained  what  I 
knew  of  the  anatomy  of  the  eye.  I  was  asked  to  describe 
the  retina.  How  many  coats?  where  the  rods  and  cones 
were  numerous,  where  absent,  thickness,  etc. 

Then  followed  questions  on  the  measurenients  of  the  eye 
and  schematic  eye ;  the  crystalline  lens,  its  measurements 
and  functions.  I  had  also  to  explain  the  nodal  and  prin- 
(ipal  points.  The  bell  rang,  and  I  was  soon  sitting  before 
^Ir.  Past-Master  Thornthwaite  and  Mr.  Ellis,  who  took  me 
on  the  routine  of  ordinary  testing.  I  estimated  the  refrac- 
tion of  the  latter  gentleman  ;  the  glasses  I  selected  were 
within  +.25  D.S.  of  those  he  was  wearing. 

After  some  twentyi  minutes'  waiting  came  the  most  im- 
portant section  of  the  examination.  I  balloted  for  two 
"  subjects"  to  test,  having  one  hour  and  a  quarter  for  the 
two  cases.  I  relied  entirely  on  subjective  testing  (although 
ophthalmometers,  dark-room  for  retinoscopy,  etc.,  were 
provided).  My  first  subject  was  forty-three  years  of  age, 
and  the  glasses  I  found  to  correct  his  manifest  defect  were  : 
R.E.  +1.75  D.S. ;  L.E.  +1.25  D.S.^+l.OO  Cyl.  Ax.  vert, 
i  tested  the  motor  muscles,  and  found  the  degree  of  im- 
balance 3  Aexophoria.  I  filled  up  the  card  with  the  glasses 
he  required  for  distance  and  reading,  and  commenced 
exactly  at  half-time  with  my  second  subject,  who  was 
thirty-eight  years  of  age.  He  had  %  vision  in  each  eye 
Avithout  glasses.  I  carefully  measured  his  near  points,  each 
eye  separately,  and  also  found  he  had  a  tendency  towards 
<xophoria  but  very  little  optical  defect.  I  made  several 
notes  on  the  back  of  my  card,  and  expressed  my  opinion 
that  he  did  not  need  glasses.  Some  candidates, '  however, 
got  more  difficult  cases,  but  this  is  taken  into  consideration 
in  awarding  marks. 

The  written  examination  occupied  three  hours.  Twelve 
fiuestions  are  set,  and  all  must  be  answered.  The  paper, 
though  not  technically  difficult,  was  sufficiently  so,  con- 
sidering that  all  the  candidates  must  previously  have  taken 
the  General  Optics  paper. 

All  the  candidates  speak  in  high  praise  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  S.M.C.  exams,  are  conducted,  and  I  know  several 
Ijharmacists  v/ho  attach  considerably  n\ore  value  to  their 
Spectacle-makers'  diploma  than  they  do  to  those  bestowed 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  1  consider  the  S.M.C. 
examination  by  far  the  better  investment  for  one's  time  and 
trouble.— (83/50.) 


According  to  a  French  authority,  a  decoction  of  the  voung 
Mioots  of  the 'elder- at' once  destroys  caterpillars  that  "infest 
plants,  and  without  danger. 


CHEMISTS'  CALENDARS,  ETC. 


The  "West  Ham  Almanac,'"  which  was  issued  on 
Wednesday,  contains  a  photograph  of  the  workmen  of 
Messrs.  E.  Cook  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bow,  at  dinner. 

Mr.  Henry  WMieeler.  9  Great  Tower  Street,  E.C.,  agent 
for  Stilwell's  American  peppermint  oil,  has  issued  '  an 
artistically  decorated  office  calendar  in  green,  with  slate- 
coloured  tear-offs  and  white  figures. 

The  feature  of  the  almanac  issued  by  Messrs.  Hart  &  Co., 
7  Sadler  Gate,  Derby,  is  a  tale  of  old  Derby,  entitled  "At 
the  Sign  of  the  White  Horse."    This  tale,  being  founded- 
on  fact,  is  sure  to  be  appreciated  locally.    A  price-list  of 
proprietary  articles  is  included  in  the  ahnanac. 

"Ridley's  1905  Almanac,"  sent  out  by  Ridley's  Drug- 
stores, Carlisle  and  Stanwix.  contains  a  price-list  of  pro- 
prietary articles,  infants'  foods,  and  surgical  appliances  as 
well  as  the  usual  calendar  information.  There  is  at  the  end 
of  the  book  a  short  local  story  and  some  interesting  glean- 
ings from  the  past. 

"Smith's  Annual  for  1905"  is  the  title  of  the  almanac 
issued  by  Mr.  Maurice  Smith,  pharmacist  and  optician,  - 
Oxford  Street,  Kidderminster.  There  is  a  lot  of  useful 
local  information,  and  a  feature  is  made  of  the  publisher's 
optical  department.  "It  touches  the  tickle"  is  a  good 
catch  phrase  Mr.  Smith  has  hit  on  for  his  cough-mixture. 

The  "  Local  Telephone  List  "-issued  by  Mr.  Rex  Blanch-  , 
ford,  54  Hill  Rise,  and  84  Sheen  Road,'  Richmond,  S.W., 
is  a  bit  out  of  the  ordinary,  and  must  be  a  great  con- 
venience to  local  telephone-u.sers.  The  List  is  arranged 
alphabetically  and  has  an  alphabet  on  the  edge  to  facilitate 
references.  Mr.  Blanchford  dees  not  forget  to  advertise 
his  own  specialities,  and  does  it  in  an  attractive  maimer.' 
Special  attention  is  called  to  the  sight-testing  department. 
We  note  also  that  the  local  time-table  issued  by  Mr.  Blanch- 
ford  has  now  reached  a  circulation  of  5,000  copies  a  month. 

Parke's  Drug-stores.  Ltd.,  have  just  issued  two  new  illu.s- 
trated  catalogues.  One  is  devoted  to  medicines  and  allied  i 
products,  and  extends  to  208  pages  (including  advertise- 
ments). Household  directions  in  case  of  accidents  and 
injuries,  and  much  other  useful  information,  preface  the 
list  of  drugs,  chemicals,  and  pharmaceutical  preparations, 
and  the  illustrations  in  this  list  are  well-executed  wood  ' 
engravings.  The  company  have  printed  a  quarter  of  a 
million  copies  of  the  catalogue  for  distribution  at  their 
various  branches.  They  also  issue  a  48-page  illustrated 
price-list  of  photographic  apparatus,  chemicals,  and  sun- 
dries. 

The  ApoUinaris  Co.,  Ltd..  4  Stratford  Place,  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  publish  for  1905  a  daily  reminder  desk 
calendar,  each  leaf  of  which  serves  for  a  day  and  is 
useful  for  entering  appointments  and  memoranda. 
They  have  also  a  pretty  "month  in  and  month  out,"  or 
perpetual  calendar,  which  is  good  enough  for  the  drawing- 
room  and  is'quite  elegant  on  one's  business  desk.  Another 
excellent  giftj,  of  whic-h  they  have  but  a  limited  supply, 
is  a  leather  writing-tablet,  suffic-<iently  small  to  put  in  the 
vest-pocket,  in  the  style  of  a  desk  blotting-pad.  It 
measures  5  by  3  inches,  and  we  have  found  it  exceedingly 
useful. 

Mr.  C.  Gerring,  chemist.  High  Street.  New  Romney, 
has  produced  an  almanac  for  1905  which  it  will  be  hard  to 
beat  for  the  wealth  of  local  information  it  contains.  The 
past  and  present  history  of  New  Romney  and  the  .surround- 
ing district  is  concisely  given,  the  chief  architectural 
features  being  illustrated  by  page  process-engravings.-  A 
directory  of  the  inhabitants  is  appended  to  eac  h  town  and 
village,  and  a  tide-table  calculated  for  New  Romney  and 
Littlestone-on-Sca  is  another  useful  feature.  Mr.  Gerring 
has  not  forgotten  to  give  particulars  of  his  business  and 
specialities.  An  illustrated  inset  containing  information  on 
things  Japanese  is  a  happy  thought.  •• 


Testing  for  Oxides.-  The  paper  by  Professor  G.  R.  C". 
Tichborne,  Dublin,  on  "  A  Method  in  Qualitative  Analysis 
for  Determining  the  Presence  of  Certain  iNIetallic  Oxides,"  to 
which  refereiico  was  made  in  the  ('.  &  T).,  July  30,  page  192, 
has  now  been  published.  li  is  obtainable  for  6(?.  fronj  iMcssrs. 
Poi'.soiiby  &  Gibbs,  Dublin. 
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©beemtions  anb  IRcflectione, 

By  Xeayser. 

Old  and  New  Therapeutics 

met  ill  picturesque  competition, 
it  not  in  antagonism,  last  week.  Professor  Hewlett  was 
expounding  to  a  pharmaceutical  .  auaiencc  the  modern 
mysteries  of  the  toxins  and  antitoxins,  and  Dr.  John  H. 
Clarke  was  chivalrously  seeking  to  wrest  or  to  rescue  the 
glory  of  the  gold  cure  from  Dr.  Albert  Robin  and  restore  it 
to  Hahnemann  ;  the  King  was  inspecting  his  new  sanatorium 
at  Midhurst,  the  "  British  Medical  Journal"  was  crusading 
against  nostrums,  the  "Lancet"  was  denouncing  the  rings 
and  bracelets  advertised  by  an  "  Anti  Rheu  Gem  Co.,"  ot 
Birmingham,  which,  while  adorning  wearers,  are  at  the 
same  time  busy  curing  their  rheumatism,  gout,  and  neuralgia 
by  virtue  of  magnetism  stored  and  controlled  in  the  jewel- 
lery by  a  patent  method ;  and  meanwhile  this  journal  was 
recording  a  strong  demand  for  cinchona,  ipecacuanha,  cas- 
torum,  dragon's-blood,  and  other  surviving  remedies  from 
the  now  obviously  played-out  vegetable  kingdom.  "  I  die 
by  the  help  of  too  many  physicians,"  is  a  remark  attributed 
to  Alexander  the  Great  on  his  deathbed. 
Professor  Hewlett's  Lecture 

was   certainly   a   timely  one. 
Toxins  and  antitoxins  are  the  therapeutics  of  the  immediate 
future,  and  their  influence  on  physiological  science  and  in 
medical  practice  is  a  topic  of  keen  speculative  interest. 
Professor   Hewlett's   exposition    of   Ehrlich's  side-chain 
theory  of  the  way  these  substances  act  was  also  peculiarly 
attractive.    The  representation  of  the  toxins  and  the  anti- 
toxins struggling  one  with  another,  and  both  with  the 
nutritive  elements,  for  the  possession  of  the  side-chains 
of  the  protoplasm  is  pretty  enough  to  be  probable,  and 
its  ingenuity  at  least  commends  it  to  the  scientific  imagina- 
tion.   But  it  will  surely  require  a  generation  or  two  to  im- 
munise our  minds  to  the  repulsiveness  of  seropathy.  The 
injection  of  artificially  diseased  horses'  blood  into  our 
systems  is  a  method  of  treatment  which  can  never  appeal 
to  our  poetic  instincts.    Even  when  microbes  are  all  con- 
quered it  will  be  refreshing  to  look  back  on  the  arcanas 
and  panaceas,  the  herbs  and  the  planets  which  ruled  them, 
the  hot  and  the  cold,  the  moist  and  the  dry,  and  even  to 
the  disease  demons  and  the  incantations  which  exorcised 
■  them,  as  a  relief  from  the  inoculations  which  a  future 
medically-manned  Local  Government  Board  will  impose  on 
our  descendants. 
The  Gold  Cure, 

with  all  respect  to  Dr.  Clarke,  can  no  more 
be  credited  to  Hahnemann  than  it  can  to  Dr.  Albert  Robin. 
Aurum  potabile  was  the  dream  of  the  alchemists ;  it  was 
to  be  their  elixir  of  life.    The  Catholicon  of  Paracelsus, 
the  Elixir  found  on  him  when  he  died,  is  believed  to  have 
been  a  compound  of  gold  and  sublimate.    One  of  his  fol- 
lowers, Sachsens,  put  on  the  market  a  "  Tinctura  Solis 
secundem  secretiorem  Paracelsi  mentem  preparata."  Glauber 
made  liquid  gold  and  was  the  first  to  recommend  it  as 
a  remedy  for  syphilis.    From  then  on  many  quacks  made 
mercurial  solutions  and  pretended  they  were  gold.  The 
gold  treatment  for  syphilis  was  one  of  the  medical  sensa-  , 
tions  of  the  beginning  of  last  century.    It  had  been  inti-o- 
duced  by  a  Dr.  Chrestien,  of  Montpelier,  a  physician  of  ] 
high  reputation,  and  one  of  Hahnemann's  translators  ex- 
presses a  little  mild  surprise  that  the  master,  writing  just  ' 
after   Chrestien's  theories  had  been  prominent,~~s"hOHLd^  j 
•  have  used  such  language  as  Dr.  Clarke  quotes  from  hiw- 
about  the  neglect  of  this  great  remedy  by  the  physicians  '- 


of  his  time.   The  Montpelier  school  agreed  that  after  giving 
gold  for  a  few  days  an  "auric  fever"  was  set  up.  They 
assumed  that  the  system  had  become  saturated  with  the 
metal.    This  corresponds  with  Dr.  Robin's  idea  of  gold  as 
a  ferment.   They  said  that  gold  had  an  "  action  hilariante." 
1^     Hahnemann's  provings  showed  that  it  had  a  depressing 
s     effect.    It  made  healthy  people  long  to  die.    The  apparent 
,^     contradiction,  however,  only  supports  the  homoeopathic 
theory.    Chrestien  gave  small' doses,  but  he  was  no  match 
g     in  this  respect  for  Hahnemann,  to  whom  the  decillionth 
t    of  a  grain  was  risky.    When  Chrestien's  treatise  was  dis- 
^     cussed  by  the  Paris  .Society  of  Medicine,  the  reporter  drily 
y     remarked  that  mercury  or  any  other  medicine  would  lia\o 
5    an  equally  hilariant  action — if  it  cured. 

'  Metallotherapy, 

^  which  is  what  the  Birmingham  Rheu  Gem  Co. 

is  practising,  whether  it  knows  it  or  not,  was  a  term  in- 
"     vented  fifty  years  ago  by  Dr.  Burq,  of  Paris,  to  describe 
>     his  treatment  of  nervous  diseases  by  the  application  of 
metallic  plates  or  bracelets.    Burq's  theory  was  a  develop- 
^     ment  of  Mesmer's.    He  believed  in  a  nervous  fluid  similar 
i     to  the  electric  fluid,  though  he  did  not  define  what  this  was. 
and  he  found  that  this  nervous  fluid  was  influenced  in 
some  persons  by  one  metal  and  in  others  by  another.  Gold, 
silver,  copper,  iron,  and  other  bracelets  were  therefore 
tried  in  succession  until  the  right  one  was  hit.    The  patient 
recognised  his  metal  by  the  reduction  of  his  pain  in  ten,, 
twenty,  or  thirty  minutes  at  the  outside.  Paracelsus, 
again,  was  in  advance  of  either  Mcsmer  or  Burq.    He  sup- 
plied rings  of  various  metals,  but  with  him  there  was  no 
uncertainty  about  which  to  choose.    The  metal  was  selected 
according  to  the  planet  under  which  his  patient  was  born. 
If  under  Sol  a  gold  ring  was  indicated,  an  iron  one  for  a 
Mars  patient,  leaden  ones  for  S'aturnians,   and  so  on. 
Burq's  metal  treatment  was  revived  a  few  years  ago  by  the 
far  more  famous  Dr.  Charcot.    Among  other  noted  metal 
treatments  may  be  mentioned  Perkin's  "Metallic  Trac- 
tors," which  were  famous  in  this  country  when  the  Medi- 
cine-stamp Acts  were  passed,  and  are  still  scheduled  as 
liable  to  duty.    They  professed  to  provide  a  galvanic  appli- 
cation, and  were  the  pioneers  of  the  galvanic-belt  business. 
About  1840  a  Dr.  Recamier,  a  professor  at  the  Hotel  Dieu, 
Paris,  devised  a  "  cataplasme  electrique,"  consisting  of 
layers  of  copper  and  zinc,  to  apply  as  a  poultice.  This 
was  popular  for  a  time.    The  Japanese. system  of  acupunc- 
ture may  be  added,  because,  though  the  extraction  of  a 
morbific  fluid  is  the  particular  object  of  the  operation, 
some  importance  is  attached  to  the  gold  needle  by  which  it 
is  performed. 

Copper  as  a  Bactericide, 

The  Dr.  Burq  just  referred  to  was.. 
I  believe,  the  first  to  observe  that  workers  in  copper  had 
been  curiously  free  from  attacks  during  a  cholera-epideimic 
which  affected  many  of  their  neighbours.  This  observa- 
tion was  officially  investigated  and  confirmed.  Since  then 
the  .fungicidal  properties  of  copper  have  been  abundantly 
proved  by  the  success  of  the  "Bordeaux  mixture"  as  a. 
dressing  for  vines  all  over  the  world.  To  these  and  many 
other  evidences  that  might  be  quoted  may  be  added  a 
series  of  experiments  recorded  in  a  remarkable  article  in 
the  December  number  of  the  "  Century  Magazine."  The 
interest  of  these  is  that  they  indicate  a  cheap,  safe,  and 
easy  method  of  destroying  all  germs  in  drinking-water  by 
the  simple  addition  of' a  minute  proportion  of  copper  sul- 
phate. According  to  the  writer,  a  reservoir  in  Kentucky 
holding  25,000,000  gallons  of  water  which  had  becoir.e 
slimy,  stank,  and  of  which  no  animal  would  drink,  was  per- 
fectly purified  in  three  days  by  rowing  boats  across  it  with 
bags  "of  copper  sulphate  trailing  at  their  sterns,  The  copper 
-sftlnhate  used  was  in  the  proportion  of  about  1  grain  to 
16  gallons. 
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lEbitovial  Continents, 


Good  Will. 

On  the  world's  horizon  there  is  not  at  this  moment  much  in- 
dication of  peace,  and  the  year  is  drawing  to  a  close  in  a 
commercial  atmosphere  laden  witlr  tlie  influences  that  follow 
war.  In  the  drug-trade,  as  in  every  other  industry  in  the 
Britisli  Isles,  there  is  felt  the  "tightness"  in  monetary 
matters  which  history  records  as  a  consequence  of  expendi- 
ture on  war.  Credit  is  stretched  almost  to  the  breaking- 
point,  but  it  is  infinitely  to  the  honoiu-  of  the  British  drug 
and  chemical  trades  that  during  this  very  trying  year 
mutual  confidence  has  been  so  great  that  the  reports  in 
bankruptcy  have  not  exceeded  the  normal  average.  Now 
indications  are  appearing  that  the  coming  year  will  see  the 
limit  of  the  wave  of  depression;  experienced  merchants  in 
different  branches  say  that  the  worst  period  is  past.  No 
man  can  be  certain  of  this,  but  it  is  the  fact  that  the  fii'st- 
lings  of  improved  trade  are  found  in  recovering  confidence, 
which  is  with  us.  Few  businesses  are  so  affected  by  de- 
pression as  is  pharmacy.  Its  parts  are  varied  in  necessity, 
and  the  requirements  of  the  sick  figure  as  a  fraction  in  the 
returns,  else  there  would  not  be  that  enterprise  in  respect 
to  season  business  v.'hich  is  independent  of  public  health. 
The  chemist's  lot  has  not  been  enviable  during  recent  times. 
With  a  steadily  increasing  requirement  of  technical  skill 
and  knowledge,  he  has  found,  when  this  has  been  secured, 
an  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  public  and  governing 
authorities  to  recognise  that  he  is  other  than  a  factor  in 
this  competitive  age,  and  he  finds  his  business  beset  by 
those  who  have  avoided  the  legal  qualification,  or  who  make 
no  pretence  to  possess  it,  yet  seek  the  fruits  which  might 
reasonably  be  expected  to  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  qualified. 
Then,  too,  he  has  to  bear  the  opprobrium  levelled  at  the 
class  of  which  he  is  the  statutory  representative,  such  as 
the  disgraceful  attack  recently  schemed  by  a  halfpenny 
newspaper  which  is  notorious  for  its  inaccuracy  and  in- 
experience. In  such  conditions  it  is  a  hopeful  sign  that 
within  the  craft  itself  there  is  evidence  of  real  good  will, 
and  this  is  the  balance  which  the  dying  year  will  carry  over 
to  the  next.  It  is  not  a  negotiable  asset,  but  it  makes  at 
least  for  confidence,  and  entitles  us  to  commend  the  foster- 
ing of  this  element  as  that  which  will  tend  to  increased 
prosperity  in  the  future  of  our  calling  as  an  honourable  pro- 
fession and  an  indispensable  industry.  So,  may  all  our 
friends  in  pharmacy  have  a  joyful  Christmas. 


An  Optical  "Act." 

The  British  Optical  Association  have  resolved  to  promote 
a  Bill  in  Parliament  "  to  define  and  regulate  the  practice  of 
optology,"  fnd  rather  unexpectedly  last  week  sent  round  a 
cii-cular  letter  asking  whether  the  receivers  were  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  movement,  had  any  suggestions  to  offer, 
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and  would  contribute  to  a  guarantee  fund.  The  replies 
were  to  be  received  within  a  few  days,  so  that  the  question 
^ould  be  considered  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion in  Manchester  on  December  22.  The  rough  draft  of 
the  Bill  sent  out  with  the  letter  is  as  follows  : 

1.  By  "  optology  "  is  meant  the  practice  of  sight-testing. 

(The  wise  step  of  the  Association  in  deciding  some 
two  years  ago  upon  a  word  that  should  distinctly  imply 
a  sight-testing  optician  has  now  been  fully  justified. 
The  word  and  its  derivatives  "  optologist,'  "  opto- 
logical,"  etc.,  can  thus  be  protected  as  are  "chemist," 
"  dentist,"  etc.) 

2.  The  Act  shall  not  apply  to  medical  men,  whether  testing 
sight  or  not. 

(This  will  show  that  the  Act  is  not  an  attempt  to  en- 
croach in  any  way  upon  the  privilege  of  the  medical 
profession.  A  medical  man  committing  an  optological 
olfcnce  would  be  dealt  with  by  the  General  Medical 
Council.) 

3.  The  Act  will  not  apply  to  opticians  engaged  in  the  fulfil- 
ment of  prescriptions,  nor  to  dealers  or  mere  sellers  of  spec- 
tacles, who  do  not  test  sight. 

4.  After  a  certain  future  date  {to  be  fixed)  every  person 
desiring  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  oi^tology  must  apply 
for  his  name  to  be  enrolled  as  an  optologist  ou  the  General 
Register.  Admission  to  such  register  can  be  obtained  either 
{a)  by  a  certificate  of  exemption  granted  to  any  person  who 
can  furnish  proof  that  he  has  been  engaged  in  sight-testing 
for  a  certain  length  of  time  (to  be  fixed),  or  (6)  by  a  certificate 
of  examination  of  some  recognised  body  (such  as  the  British 
Optical  Association  or  Spectacle-makers'  Company). 

(This  will  mean  that  necessarily  many  incompetents 
will  creep  in,  but  such  an  inclusion  is  unavoidable  in  a 
public  Bill.  In  this  respect  it  will  be  similar  to  the 
Medical  Bill,  since  the  passing  of  which  the  "  incom- 
petent "  has  died  out — as  he  is  speedily  doing  with  the 
Dental  Bill.) 

5.  A  General  Council  will  be  appointed  from  recognised 
official  bodies  to  regulate  examinations,  control  the  ethics, 
and  supervise  admission  to  the  register. 

(This  will  ensure  that  examinations  are  kept  up  to 
the  standard,  and  also  ensure  a  I'epresentation  that 
could  not  be  secured  by  amalgamation.) 

Three  days  afterwards  another  letter  was  sent  out  sup- 
plementing the  previous  one  and  calling  attention  to  the 
Medical  Acts  Amendment  Bill  which  is  being  promoted  by 
the  British  Medical  Association.  The  letter,  however, 
stated  that  the  Bill  had  just  been  issued  by  the  "General 
Medical  Council,"  which  is  not  the  case,  and,  as  most 
people  know,  there  is  all  the  difference  in  the  world  be- 
tween a  Bill  promoted  by  the  British  Medical  Association 
and  one  initiated  by  the  General  Medical  Council.  Clauses 
23,  25,  and  31  of  the  B.M.A.  Bill,  which  are  relied  upon 
entirely  to  abolish  sight-testing  by  other  persons  than 
medical  men,  do  not  stand  the  slightest  chance  of  being 
passed  as  they  are.  More  good  will  be  done  by  acting  on 
the  defensive  until  the  educational  leaven  has  had  tune  to 
work  in  the  optical  trade.  It  is  a  weary  business  convinc- 
ing the  House  of  Commons  that  educational  efforts  deserve 
encouraging,  but  quite  futile  to  ask  for  a  virtual  monopoly 
in  professional  matters.  The  Spectacle-makers'  Company 
have  sent  a  letter  to  their  diplomates  pointing  out  that 
the  Company's  name  is  used  in  the  B.O.A.  circular  with- 
■out  sanction  and  that  the  Company  have  not  been  com- 
municated with  at  all  on  the  projected  Bill.  The  haste 
on  the  part  of  the  Association  has  not  been  entirely  ex- 
plained, but  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  incorporation 
of  the  Institute  of  Opticians  may  have  hurried  on  the 
B.O.A. ,  as  the  Institute  have  powers  to  promote  a  Bill 
although  it  was  agreed  that  the  time  for  taking  action  is 
still  far  off.  The  Emergency  Committee  of  the  Society  of 
Chemist-opticians  have  held  a  meeting  to  consider  the 
matter,  but  what  steps  it  was  decided  to  take  have  not 
transpired.  It  is  right  to  add  that  the  British  Optical 
-Association  have  announced  that  after  the  primary  step 
they  will  approach  other  societies  for  their  "  sympathy  and 
-support." 


Industrial  Alcohol  Inquiry. 

A  Vv'ELL-iXFOEMF.D  correspondent,  who  has  followed  very 
closely  the  progress  of  public  opinion  on  the  duty-free 
alcohol  question,  suggests  that  those  witnesses  who  have 
been  severely  heckled  before  the  Committee  by  Dr.  Thorpe 
have  not  perhaps  perceived  that  his  attitude  is  that  of  the 
"  candid  friend."  This  is  a  reasonable  explanation,  for 
there  is  no  question  that  Dr.  Thorpe  has  consistently  en- 
deavoured to  promote  the  interests  of  our  chemical  and 
pharmaceutical  manufactures ;  and,  perhaps,  that  is  th  > 
very  reason  why  witnesses  have  been  surprised  at  what  was 
referred  to  last  week  as  his  "apparently  hostile  attitude." 
It  must  be  remembered  that  the  witnesses  at  such  inquiries 
voluntarily  place  their  experience  at  the  disposal  of  those 
entrusted  with  the  inquii-y.  They  are  men  of  position,  and 
any  attempt  to  mislead  those  entrusted  with  the  inquiry 
would  quickly  be  made  manifest.  We  are  sure  no  witness 
who  has  attended  before  the  Duty-free  Alcohol  Committee 
could  or  would  object  to  his  evidence  being  closely  ex- 
amined and  himself  questioned  as  to  the  correctness  of  his 
deductions  or  the  soundness  of  his  views.  It  is  undoubtedly 
the  duty  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  who  have  special 
knowledge  of  the  subjects  dealt  with  by  witnesses  to  cross- 
examine  them  intimately,  and  that  is  probably  why  Dr. 
Thorpe,  as  a  defender  of  the  Revenue,  has  much  to  ask  in 
respect  to  industrial  facilities  and  restrictions. 

We  have  previously  referred  to  the  remarkable  utter- 
ances of  the  "Civilian"  on  this  question.  That  journal 
claims  to  be  the  accredited  organ  of  the  Civil  Service,  and 
its  attitude  towards  the  claims  even  of  firms  interested  in 
the  alcohol  question  for  an  inquiry  into  the  question  has 
been  one  of  outspoken  opposition.  Not  only  has  the 
demand  for  inquiry  been  characterised  as  absurd  and  im- 
practicable, but  the  whole  movement  has  been  condemned 
as  an  agitation  by  one  clever  individual.  Not  long  ago  we 
published  a  letter  from  Mr.  Millard  which  exploded  this 
myopic  view  of  the  situation.  It  seems  needless  to  remark 
that  the  "  Civilian's "'  conclusions  as  to  the  worthlessness  of 
the  inquiry  were  arrived  at  before  any  evidence  had  been 
placed  before  the  Committee.  We  fancy  that  "  Punch,"  when 
recently  quoting  the  ' '  Civilian's "  announcement  that 
"general  intelligence"  would  not  in  the  future  be  ex- 
pected to  be  shown  by  candidates  for  certain  superior 
Excise  positions,  may  have  pondered  whether  this  quali- 
fication was  regarded  as  essential  in  anything  connected 
with  the  Civil  Service.  It  is  therefore  with  pleasure  that 
we  turn  to  the  "Revenue  Review"  for  last  month,  in  the 
pages  of  which  appears  a  well-reasoned  article  on  "Duty- 
free Spirit  for  Industrial  Purposes."  It  is  contended,  as 
we  have  urged  again  and  again,  that  some  concession  must 
be  given  sooner  or  later  to  the  smaller  manufacturers  who 
are  trying  to  build  up  industries,  or  are  willing,  under 
favourable  conditions,  to  establish  new  ones.  Beginnings 
of  industries  ever  have  been  in  a  small  way;  but  many 
might  liave  been  created  in  this  country,  and  be  now  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  had  it  not  been  for  fiscal  regulations 
which  existed  previously  to  the  Finance  Act,  1902. 
Facilities  for  the  use  of  duty-free  spirit  existed  before  that, 
but  were  little  taken  advantage  of.  Perhaps  the  present 
inquiry  may  help  to  elicit  why.  The  "Revenue  Review" 
considers  that  in  acidition  to  witnesses  representing  in- 
dustries already  using  alcohol,  and  experts  conversant 
with  the  fiscal  side  of  the  question,  witnesses  who  can 
show  that  entirely  new  industries  might  be  started  if  the 
advantages  accruing  from  duty-free  ethyl  alcohol  were 
obtainable,  and  even  witnesses  cognisant  with  Continental 
conditions,  should  be  asked  to  give  their  views.  It  is 
admitted  that  we  lost  the  aniline-dye  industry  in  conse- 
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quence  of  (1)  the  facilities  given  abroad  for  the  use  of 
cheap  spirit,  (2)  our  defective  patent  laws,  and  (3)  onr 
lack  of  technical  education.  Instances  of  the  value  of 
ethyl  alcohol  in  the  manufacture  of  smokeless  powder, 
artificial  silk,  and  numerous  industries  are  given.  Finally, 
the  writer  states  that  the  concession  would  advance  the 
interests  of  the  Civil  f-'ervice,  as  well  as  the  country's 
industries,  and  remarks  : 

We  caniiot  therefore  understand  the  attitude  of  tliore 
who,  while  professing  to  have  the  interests  of  the  Service 
at  heart,  throw  ridicule  on  the  movement,  minirnire  the 
statements  of  the  representatives  of  the  industries  con- 
cerned, and  call  the  agitation  a  one-man  affair.  Wo  would 
have  thought  that  the  interests  of  a  Department  like  the 
Excise  lie  in  the  direction  of  obtaining  and  undertaking 
new  duties,  especially  such  as  will  increase  its  numbers  and 
add  to  its  importance.  We  cannot  see  that  any  good  pur- 
pose is  served  by  criticism  such  as  that  to  which  we  refer. 
On  the  contrary,  it  betrays  a  spirit  which  is  not  consistent 
with  the  more  liberal  ideas  which  have  guided  the  admini- 
stration of  the  Department  in  recent  years.  One  can  only 
infer  from  it  that  the  desire  of  certain  industries  to  obtain 
the  benefits  of  the  use  of  a  pure  and  cheap  alcohol  scarcely 
deserves  consideration. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  by  his  appointment  of 
the  Committee,  acknowledged  the  national  importance  of 
the  question,  and  realised  that  the  modification  of  fiscal 
conditions  abroad  had  enabled  millions  of  gallons  of  spirit 
to  be  used  for  industrial,  chemical,  and  scientific  purposes 
in  the  development  of  industries  which  our  antiquated 
system  had  completely  shut  out  of  our  country. 

After  all,  the  querulous  opposition  to  the  demand  may 
be  forgiven  freely  if  its  petulant  utterance  be  responsible 
for  the  publication  of  the  above  article — perusal  of  which 
in  extciiso  we  commend  to  those  of  our  readers  who  are 
particularly  interested. 


Soda  Crystals. 

The  question  of  the  purity  of  "soda  crystals"  is  of 
interest  to  the  users  and  dispensers  of  photographic  chemi- 
cals, as  for  many  years  some  of  the  principal  plate-makers 
have  specially  recommended  the  cnqjloyment  of  the  com- 
mercial article  (washing-soda)  in  their  standard  developing- 
solutions.  As  the  matter  stands  at  present,  it  will  be 
necessary  on  the  part  of  those  who  continue  the  use  of  the 
commercial  salt  to  apply  to  it  some  simple  test  in  order  to 
ascertain  its  value  as  alkali. 

The  Fiscal  Question. 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  just  issued  the  second  series  of 
the  "Memoranda  with  Reference  to  British  and  Foreign 
Trade  and  Industrial  Conditions."  This  is  a  bulky  volume 
of  some  six  hundred  pages,  published  at  3x.  6(7.,  and  is  a  con- 
tinuation of  that  issued  in  1903.  It  gives  in  seventeen 
memoranda  statistics  and  charts  relating  to  the  condition  of 
the  working  classes  at  home  and  abroad,  the  comparative 
prices  of  cereals  and  flour  from  1801,  a  determination  of  the 
"  inde.x-number  "  for  ocean  freight  rates,  British,  colonial, 
and  foreign  Cu.stoms  duties,  analyses  of  the  exports  and 
imports  of  the  United  Kingdom,  statistical  information  on 
drawbacks,  the  German  Commission  on  Kartells,  and, 
finally,  tables  showing  the  distriljution  of  the  population  in 
the  principal  industries  in  Europe,  (he  ITnited  States,  Japan, 
British  India,  and  Australia,  including  the  chemical  trades. 
There  are  also  two  appendices,  bringing  the  previous  volume 
up  to  date.  We  hope  to  return  to  the  volume  in  an  early 
issue. 

Weights  and  Measures. 

There  is  but  little  to  say  in  regard  to  the  recently  issued 
report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  their  proceedings  and  busi- 
ness under  the  Weights  and  Measures  Acts.  A  new  weight, 
of  distinct  octagonal  shape,  for  50  lbs.  avoirdupois  has  been 


legalised  for  use  in  trade,  and  inspectors  of  weights  and 
measures  are  now  authorised  to  stamp  such  weights  and 
charge  a  fee  of  M.  for  so  doing.  The  new  standard  weight 
is  made  of  an  alloy  of  copper  63.37  per  cent.,  spelter  31.68 
per  cent.,  and  tin  4.9  per  cent.,  and  verification  will  only  be 
made  with  a  maximum  allowance  in  excess  of  20  grains  in  a 
brass  weight  and  50  grains  in  an  iron  weight.  An  abstract 
of  the  reports  of  local  authorities  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land shows  that  during  the  year  ended  August  11.  1904, 
there  have  been  stamped  2.860.601  weights,  6,786,814  mea- 
.sures,  and  270,285  weighing-instrmnents.  There  have  in 
the  same  period  been  2,318  convictions  for  offences  under 
the  Weights  and  Measures  Ai_ts. 

Phosphorus  in  Fireworks. 

We  have  had  some  inquiries  in  regard  to  a  paragraph 
which  appeared  in  our  issue  of  >,'ovember  26,  page  852, 
respecting  a  phosphorus  regulation,  especially  dealing  with 
fireworks.  We  are  now  able,  through  the  courtesy  of 
Captain  J.  H.  Thomson,  to  state  (hat  this  refers  to  an  Order 
in  Council  which  is  about  to  be  made  prohibiting  the  making 
of  fireworks  containing  chloraie  of  potash  and  phosphorus, 
unless  specially  licensed.  This  is  intended  to  stop  the  sale 
of  a  very  dangerous  description  of  firework  which  lias  re- 
cently come  into  the  market,  and  which  was  the  subject  of 
the  following  letter  issued  by  Captain  Thomson  to  chief 
constables  last  month  : 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  infin-ni  you  tliat  it  has  come  to 
our  notice  that  a  new  description  of  liiework  of  a  specially 
dangerous  nature  is  being  manufactured  in  this  country.  This 
firework  is,  I  believe,  called  "  Jumping  Fire."  It  consists 
of  small  tablets  or  fragments  of  reddish  composition  loosely 
wrapped  in  paper,  and  generally  sold  in  small  boxes.  When 
ignited  it  travels  about  with  a  series  of  small  explosions,  in 
much  the  same  manner  as  the  ordinary  "  Jumping  Cracker." 

This  firework  is  specially  dangerous  because  of  its  sensi- 
tiveness to  friction,  its  liability  to  explode  cn  masse,  its 
tendency  to  ignite  other  fireworks  and  inflammable  articles, 
and  its  highly  poisonous  nature. 

It  has  been  decided  to  issue  an  Order  in  Council  specially 
prohibiting  the  manufacture  and  keeping  of  this  description 
of  firework.  This  Order  will  not  become  law  for  a  few  weeks, 
owing  to  the  necessity  for  previous  publication;  but  it  is 
desirable  that  all  persons  now  selling  this  description  of 
firework  .should  be  warned  that  immediately  the  Order  bo- 
comes  law  they  will  be  liable  to  prosecution  if  any  such  fire- 
works are  found  on  their  premises.  I  should  be  much  obliged 
if  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  issue  this  warning. 
Yours,  etc., 

J.  II.  Thomson,  Captain, 

H.M.  Chief  Inspector  of  Explosives. 

The  notice  in  regard  to  (he  matter  appeared  in  the 
"  London  Gazette"  of  November  22  and  was  to  the  effect 
that  forty  days  thereafter  an  Order  would  be  submKted  to 
his  Majesty,  in  Council,  in  pursuance  of  the  Explosives 
Act,  1875,  providing  that  no  firework  which  contains  an 
admixture  of  phosphorus  (whether  or  not  in  the  amorphous 
form)  shall  be  manufactured,  imported,  kept,  conveyed,  or 
sold,  unless  specially  licensed  liy  (he  Secretary  of  State. 

Russian  Pharmacy. 

The  "  Pharmatzevtitcheski  .Journal,"  in  an  article  on 
the  new  Russian  pharmacy  stadites,  remarks,  inter  alia, 
that  Englishmen  were  the  first  to  be  entrusted  with  the 
pharmacies  which  were  originally  founded  in  Moscow 
by  Peter  (he  Great  about  two  hundred  years  ago ;  then 
they  fell  into  the  hands  of  (he  Germans.  About  fifty 
years  thereafter  the  pharmacies  in  Russia  numbered  600, 
and  now  they  are  3,000.  Our  contemporary  argues  that  as 
the  buyer  of  drugs  does  not  understand  them  they  cannot 
reasonably  come  under  the  law  of  supply  and  demand, 
like  other  marketable  goods,  and  states  that  whereas  com- 
petition is  usually  the  life  of  trade  it  is  the  contrary  with 
pharmaceutical  goods.  What  is  life  for  general  trade  is 
death  for  pharmacy.    The  "Journal"  divides  European 
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pharmacy  systems  into  two  :  the  free  pharmacy  and  the 

limited.    It  says  : 

In  Russia  the  limited  system  with  Government  control 
obtains,  and  it  is  far  the  best.  It  ensures  a  good  quality 
and  greater  cheapness.  In  the  first  category  arc  France, 
England,  Italy,  and  Turkey,  and  in  the  second  Russia,  Ger- 
many, Austria,  Switzerland,  Belgium,  Denmark,  and 
Sweden  and  Norway.  .  .  Russian  pharmacies  have  been 
considered  models,  and  Russia  may  well  be  proud  of  them. 
Many  important  personages  who  have  visited  foreign  coun- 
tries and  have  had  to  do  with  pharmacies  there  have  fre- 
quently confessed  that  they  felt  they  must  kiss  the  thres- 
hold of  the  Russian  pharmacies.  At  the  suggestion  of  the 
late  Minister  von  Pleva  several  pharmaceutical  associations 
made  comparative  valuations  of  dispensing-charges  in 
European  countries,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  the  first 
position  in  point  of  cheapness  was  occupied  by  Denmark, 
then  followed  Russia,  Austria,  Germany,  Switzerland,  and 
Sweden  and  Norway.  The  lowest  positions  in  the  list  were 
occupied  by  France  and  PJngland.  Thus  what  cost  30  to  40 
copeks  (8d.  to  lOd.)  in  Russia  stood  at  several  roubles 
(1  rouble  =  2s.)  in  France  and  England.  Generally  it  was 
ascertained  that  in  those  countries  where  the  free  system 
obtains,  medicines  are  notably  dear. 

Twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  the  control  of  the  Russian 
pharmacies  weakened  considerably,  and  a  kind  of  clandes- 
tine pharmacy  grew  up  which  is  said  to  have  done  great 
injury  to  pharmacists  and  the  public,  and  efforts  to  raise 
the  level  again  have  until  now  had  only  partial  success. 


©Icurn  IRiciiu. 

By  L.  Myddelton  Nash,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 
(Chemist  to  the  Vinolia  Co.) 

1"\HIS  is  one  of  the  many  substances  concerning  which 
the  British  Pharmacoposia  requires  revision.  The  only 
physical  constant  given  is  the  specific  gravity,  the  range 
of  which  (0.950-0.970)  is  considerably  too  wide.  I  have 
examined  twenty-one  parcels  of  the  last  three  seasons'  oil, 
with  the  following  results  : 

Specific  Gravity  at  15.5/ 15.5°  C.  :  maximum  0.9640, 
minimmn  0.9626,  mean  0.9635.  In  my  opinion  the  limits 
0.958-0.966  would  be  sufficienfly  wide. 

Acidity. — A  limit  should  also  be  placed  on  the  amount 
of  free  fatty  acids  allowed.  The  twenty-one  samples  ex- 
amined contained  :  maximum  1.7  per  cent.,  minimum  0.5, 
mean  0.95  (expressed  as  oleic  acid).  Only  five  samples 
contained  over  1  per  cent.,  and  I  consider  1.5  should  be 
the  maximum  allowed. 

The  Optical  llotation  and  Bcfracticc  Index  of  this  oil 
are  very  constant,  the  following  figures  being  typical  : 

Sample  No.  1.    Sample  No.  2, 

Specific  gravity    0.9634  0.9627 

Acidity    1.15  %  1.0  % 

Rotation  in  100-mm.  tube    ...    4°  30'  4"  30' 

Refractive  inde.x  ),d  at  20°  C.    1.4785  1.4786 

These  tests  might  therefore  also  be  included  in  the  next 
edition  of  the  British  Pharmacopc?ia. 


Mr.  S.  Bakee.  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Chichester,  will 
supply  drugs  to  the  Chichester  workhouse  for  three  months. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Percival  has  joined  the  staff  of  Messrs.  Clay, 
Dod  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  52  St.  Anne  Street,  Liver- 
pool. 

It  was  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  jun.,  and  not  his  father, 
who  attended  the  Huddersfield  Chemists'  meeting  last 
week. 

Sir  John  Brunner,  M.P.,  has  promised  to  build  a  new 
school  for  girls  near  the  Verden  Technical  Schools,  North- 
wich. 

Mr.  James  McKenzie,  of  the  Singapore  Dispensary, 
Ltd.,  has  completed  his  holiday,  and  has  returned  to  the 
East. 

Mr.  A.  Bird,  chemist  and  druggist  (of  Messrs.  A.  Bird  & 
Sons,  custard-powder  manufacturers),  has  been  adopted  as 
Parliamentary  candidate  for  Wednesbury. 


Mr.  John  Murdoch,  of  Sussex  House,  Leadenhall 
Street,  E.C  left  by  this  week's  South  African  mail  for 
a  short  health-trip  in  Cape  Colony  and  Natal. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Noble,  Ph.C,  is  to  succeed  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson 
in  the  management  of  Messrs.  Wilkinson  &  Simpson's 
laboratories,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  Mr.  Noble  has  filled  a 
similar  appointment  for  Messrs.  Brook,  Parker  &  Co., 
Bradford. 

Mr.  David  Howard,  J. P.,  has  been  re-elected  President 
of  the  West  Ham  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  in  thanking 
the  members  he  remarked  that  many  people  do  not  know 
that  Stratford  is  West  Ham.  Some  people  write  to  the 
Chamber  for  photographs  of  Shakespeare's  hou.>:e. 

At  the  annual  dinner  of  the  South  Staffordshire  branch 
of  the  United  Kingdom  Commercial  Travellers'  Associa- 
tion, held  at  Wolverhampton  on  December  17,  one  of  the 
principal  speakers  was  Mr.  T.  Rcade,  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  Reade  Brothers,  wholesale  and  retail  chemists,  Wolver- 
hampton. 

Mr.  Edward  Evans,  of  Bronwylfa,  near  Wrexham, 
has,  we  understand,  given  an  additional  donation  of  500/. 
to  the  Wrexham  Infirmary.    Friends  of  Mr.  Evans  will 
learn  with  pleasure  that  he  has  fully  recovered  from  the , 
serious  illness  which  affected  him  some  time  ago. 

Mr.  G.  Claridge  Druce,  M.A.,  F.L.S.,  is  to  give  two 
of  the  Christmas  lectures  to  children  at  the  Oxford  Uni- 
versity Museum  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ashmolean 
Natural  History  Society  of  Oxfordshire.  One  on  Decem- 
ber 28  is  to  be  on  "A  Tour  in  Spain  and  Portugal," 
and  the  other  on  January  6,  1905,  on  "  Trees  of  the  Way- 
side, Mountain,  and  Woodland." 

Mr.  W.  C.  Sayers,  of  Lewisham,  has  sent  out  a  Christ- 
mas card  which  neatly  hits  off  the  talk  of  the  district 
about  a  cave  and  a  tree  which  other  shopkeepers  have. 
The  wording  is  as  under  : 

Xmas. 

A  MESSAGE  FROM  SAYERS 
The  Cash  Pharmacist,  Lewisham. 

I  haven't  got  a  Christmas  Tree, 

Nor  have  I  got  a  Cave, 
But  if  you  buy  your  Gifts  from  mo 

You'll  see  what  you  will  save. 

Mr.  Henry  S.  Wellcome,  when  passing  through  Chicago 
recently,  presented  a  loving-cup  to  the  Dean  and  Faculty 
of  the  Chicago  College  of  Pharmacy,  in  which  he  was  a 
student  immediately  after  the  great  fire  (1871).  In  men- 
tioning the  matter  "Meyer  Brothers'  Druggist"  states 
that  Mr.  Wellcome  went  to  Chicago  from  Rochester,  Minn., 
and  entered  the  employment  of  Mr.  Thomas  Whitfield, 
a  druggist  at  the  corner  of  State  and  Eighteenth  Streets, 
where  the  manager  was  Professor  F.  M.  Goodman,  now 
Dean  -of  the  College,  and  one  of  the  assistants  Dr.  F.  B. 
Power.  He  spent  one  term  at  the  College,  then  went  on 
to  Philadelphia  to  continue  his  studies  at  the  college  there, 
and  graduated  in  due  course.  We  observe  that  the  cup 
was  presented  "on  the  10th  inst."  (which  we  take  to  be 
November  10),  amongst  those  at  the  presentation  being 
Messrs.  Thomas  Whitfield,  A.  E.  Ebert,  W.  K._  Forsyth, 
Henry  Biroth,  Irvine,  and  Dr.  Baer  of  the  alumni,  and  the 
entire  Faculty  of  the  school.  In  presenting  the  cup,  Mr. 
Wellcome  spoke  feelingly  of  his  early  associations  in 
Chicago.  Dean  Goodman  thanked  him  for  the  Faculty, 
and  Mr.  Whitfield,  the  only  living  representative  of  the 
first  graduating  class  of  the  college,  spoke  of  Mr.  Wel-1- 
come's  ability  as  shown  at  the  time  he  was  mastering  his 
profession,  and  of  the  attachment  which  sprang  up  between 
Mr.  Wellcome  and  Dr.  F.  B.  Power.  Mr.  Ebert  and 
others  also  spoke.  Mr.  Wellcome  was  then  shown  the 
pharmaceutical  laboratories  in  operation  and  introduced 
to  the  senior  class.  He  addressed  the  students  briefly, 
calling  their  attention  to  the  many  advantages  they  enjoy 
and  the  necessity  of  availing  themselves  of  these  to  the 
utmost. 


'  The  late  Mr.  William  Caudery,  of  43  Portland  Place,  and 
of  the  firm  of  William  Caudery  &  Co.,  Fenchurch  Avenue,  ' 
chemical-merchants,  left  estate  valued  at  103,000?.  gross  and 
net.    Apart  from  a  few  small  bequests,  Mr.  Caudery's  fortune 
is  left  to  his  two  daughters. 
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AN  evoning  meeting  was  held  at  36  York  Place.  Edin- 
burgh, on  Wednesday,  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott,  F.R.S.E.,  pre- 
siding, when  a  lantern-lecture  entitled 

A  Pharm.\cisi's  Impressions  of  uhe  United  States 

was  delivered  by  Mr.  William  Mair,  F.C!.S.,  who  was  one 
of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry's  Jiarty.  Mr.  Mair's 
impressions  have  already  been  given  in  these  pages,  and 
liis  lecture  consisted  of  interesting  comment  on  over 
150  lantern-views  rather  than  a  tormal  discourse.  He 
described  the  principal  pharmacies  in  New  York  including 
Messrs.  Hegeniau  &  Co.'s,  where  there  is  a  Gargantuan 
soda-fountain  which  in  the  height  of  summer  uses  6,000  lbs. 
of  ice  a  day;  Messrs.  Fraser  &  Co.'s  new  pharmacy  in 
Fifth  Avenue;  Mr.  W.  C.  Alpers's,  in  which  the  card- 
filing  system  is  used  for  prescription -records  and  for  stock- 
keeping  ;  and  Messrs.  Baggett  &  Ranisclen's,  opposite  the 
Waldorf-Astoria,  whose  output  of  ccld-cream,  in  1-lb.,  g-lb. 
and  ^-Ib.  jars,  e.xceeds  sometimes  a  ton  a  week.  Scenes 
in  the  wholesale  drug-quarter  of  New  York,  with  a  pass- 
ing reference  to  the  Drug  Club  (beautified  by  the  splendid 
collection  of  modern  paintings  lent  by  Mr.  George  J. 
Seabury) ,  included  views  of  the  two  oldest  houses — Messrs. 
McKesson  &  Robbins  and  Schieffeliii  &  Co.  The  Fairchild 
Iniilding  made  a  nice  pictui'e.  Photographs  of  New  York 
College  of  Pharmacy  and  of  Columbia  LTniversity  were  next 
given  ;  portraits  of  Professors  Chandler,  Coblentz,  Rusby, 
Jeliffe,  and  Oehler,  of  the  New  York  College,  being  shown. 
The  lecturer  then  depicted  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Johnson's 
factory,  and  then  a  group  of  photographs  of  the  Dean  (Pro- 
fessor Remington)  and  i'aculty  of  the  Philadelphia  College 
of  Pharmacy  was  shown.  Then  came  the  Johns  Hop- 
kins Hospital  at  Baltmiore,  whence  Mr.  Mair  took  his 
audience  to  St.  Louis,  showing  portraits  of  Professor 
Whelpley  (of  the  College  of  Pharmacy)  and  of  Mr.  C.  F.  G. 
Meyer,  as  well  as  views  of  the  Exposition,  including  three 
of  Sir  James  Dewar's  low-temperature  installation  and 
individual  exhibits  in  the  British  Chemical  and  Pharma- 
ceutical Section.  The  two  colleges  of  pharmacy  at  Chicago 
were  illustrated — the  University  of  Illinois  College  of 
Pharmacy,  with  a  portrait  of  Mr.  C.  S.  N.  Hallberg,  who 
is  Professor  of  Pharmacy  there,  and  the  North  Western 
University  College  of  Pharmacy  (Dean  Professor  Oscar 
Oldberg).  Pictures  of  Chicago  University  followed. 
This  is  being  modelled  on  the  lines  of  Oxford.  It  is  a  pet 
scheme  of  Mr.  John  D.  Rockefeller,  who  is  reported  to  be 
adding  this  Christmas  600, 000^.  to  his  previous  gifts  of 
3,600,000/. — a  total  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  One  of 
the  Chicago  slides  showed  the  four  buildings — the  Colum- 
bian, Stewart,  Schiller,  and  the  Marshall  I'ield  Annexe — 
each  comprising  about  five  hundred  offices,  where,  at  the 
intersection  of  two  streets,  practically  making  four  corners 
thus  +,  are  congregated  the  "offices  '  of  eight  hundred 
doctors.  It  was  shown  that  this  has  arisen  from  the  fact 
that  most  large  cities  are  overgrown  villages,  and  the 
tendency  is  strong  in  Chicago,  as  in  the  primitive  village, 
to  concentrate  interests  around  the  business  centre.  On 
the  eighth  floor  of  the  Schiller  Building  is  the  pharmacy 
of  Mr.  Fred.  M.  Schmidt,  chemist,  and  on  the  fifth  or 
•sixth  floor  of  the  Annexe  is  the  pharmacy  of  Miss  Jean 
Gordon,  a  Philadelphia  College  graduate.  Six  or  seven 
slides  were  devoted  to  Detroit  and  the  works  of  Messrs. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  and  Messrs.  F.  Stearns  &  Co.  The 
interest  in  the  views  shown  of  Niagara  centred  in  the 
utilisation  of  the  falls'  power  to  ■manufacturing-processes. 
It  lights  the  streets  of  five  cities  and  provides  the  motive- 
power  for  all  the'r  trolley  traffic.  Twenty-one  turbines 
at  present  produce  a  total  of  100,000  electric  horse-power. 
Among  the  large  consumers  of  power  are  the  Carborundum 
Co.,  whose  product,  one  of  the  hardest  materials  known 
next  to  the  diamond,  and  chiefly  used  as  an  abrasive  or 
grinding  material,  is  a  chemical  combination  of  carbon  and 
silicon,  which  elements  are  obtained  from  coke  and  sand, 
being  fused  together  in  an  electric  furnace  at  an  estimated 


I  temperature  of  7.000^  F.  ;  the  Union  Carbide  Co.,  which 
j  controls  calcium-carbide  manufacture  in  the  United  States  r 
the  Niagara  Electro-chemical  Co.  ;  the  Castner  Electrolytic 
Alkali  Co.;  and  the  International  Acheson  Graphite  Co... 
where  is  found  one  of  the  few  successful  duplications  of 
Nature's  processes,  in  the  production  of  graphite  or- 
"  blacklead."  It  is  made  from  anthracite,  treated  with  a 
current  of  electricity  developing  LOGO  h.p.  Tho  Niagara, 
Research  Laboratories  are  equipped  with  500  e.h.p.  and 
elaborately  fitted  for  expermiental  work  on  a  commercial 
scale  in  chemical,  electro-chemical,  and  electro-metallur- 
gical investigations.  (For  further  detail  see  L'.  <t-  D.. 
October  15,  page  557.)  A  set  of  twelve  slides  was  added  of 
the  factories  (employing  3.500  persons)  of  the  National. 
Cash  Register  Co.,  Dayton,  Ohio,  one  of  the  show  industrial' 
concerns  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  George  Lunan,  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks,  alluded' 
to  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Mair  regarding  the  commercialism 
of  pharmacy  in  the  United  States,  and  took  occasion  to  say- 
that  in  this  country  in  these  days  retail  pharmacy  is  largely 
in  the  way  of  distributing  other  people's  manufactures.  He' 
did  not  know  whether  they  got  more  genuine  work  in  that 
way,  but  the  pharmacist  is  not  guaranteeing  his  own  work, 
but  other  men's  work  ;  that  is  regrettable. 

Mr.  Thomas  Stephenson  seconded,  and  said  the  plioto- 
graphs  reflected  great  credit  on  Mr.  Mair,  the  photographer.. 


CoIIcoc  1RotC0. 


Intek-Pharjiacy  Football  Leagte. — A  match  -was  playedi 
between  Lc>ndoii  College  of  Pharmacy  and  Wcstniiiister 
CoUcge  of  Pharmacy  teams  at  the  London  College  ground  on 
December  17.  After  a  very  close  game,  London  won  by  two- 
goals  to  one. 

Liverpool  School  of  Phahm.acy. — The  annual  supper  and 
smoking-concert  of  this  school  was  held  on  Wednesday, 
December  14,  at  the  Bee  Hotel,  St.  John's  Lane,  Liverpool. 
The  attendance  was  over  seventy,  and  included  Mr.  J.  Rymer 
Young,  Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  (who. 
presided);  Professor  Moore,  D.Sc,  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine,  and  Mr.  Prosper  H.  Marsden.  Lecturer  on  Phar- 
macy, of  the  Liverpool  University  ;  Mr.  J.  Shacklady,  Mr.  J.. 
Jones,  and  Mr.  R.  MacAlley.  Speeches  were  made  by  the- 
Chairman  (replying  to  tlie  toast  of  the  Pharmaceutical. 
Society),  Professor  Moore.  Mr.  P.  H.  Marsdon,  Mr.  R.  C. 
Cowley  (Principal  of  the  School),  ilr.  J.  P.  Catford,  Messrs- 
Shacklady,  Cross.  Kiieale,  Welsh,  and  Martin.  Presentations- 
were  made  to  Messrs.  Cowley  and  Catford,  which  were 
suitably  acknowledged,  and  sc>Dgs  were  sung  by  Messrs.. 
Mapel,  Kelly,  Garnett,  Palfrevmaii,  and  Staziker.  A  man- 
doline duet  was  rendered  by  Me-^srs.  Callow,  and  "  Signor 
Carlotto  "  gave  a  very  enjoyable  demonstration  of  sleight  of 
hand.    The  concert  was  a  great  success. 


'WHERE  TO  STUDY. 

The  Following  Educational  Institutions  are  advcrtisiug 
in  this  issue : 

School  of  Pharmacy,  The,  17  Bloomsbury  Scjuare,  W.C. 
South  London  School  of  Pharniacv,  325  Kennington  Road, 

Westminster    College    of    Chemistry,    Trinity  Square, 
Borough,  S.E. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  to  162  Kcmiiiig- 

ton  Park  Road,  S.E. 
London  College  of  Chemistry,  323  Clapham  Road,  S.W. 
Royal  Dispensary,  21  West  Richmond  Street.  Edinburtrh. 
Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Livcr- 

pooL 


COMMERCIAL  CONUNDRUMS. 

The  following  are  from  the  "Referee's"  first  .selection  o£ 
30,000  commdrums,  the  answers  to  which  had  to  be  the  name 
of  a  well-known  firm  :  Q.  :  What  firm  is  most  suggestive  of  a 
flying  parrot?  A.  :  Apollinaris  (A  poll  in  air  is)  (Mineral-water 
Manufacturer).  Q.  :  What  firm  is  suggested  by  the  "  Evening- 
News  "  articles  on  the  poor  school  children  of  London? 
A.  :  Boots,  Limited  (Chemists).  Q.  ;  What  firm  is  suggested' 
by  the  int/.  rnient  of  a  despicable  man  ?  A.  :  ('adbury  (Cocoa 
Manufacturer).  Q.  :  What  firm  is  suggested  by  a  young  lady 
being  kissed  under  the  mistletoe  by  an  eligible  young  man  / 
A.  :  Odonto  !  (Dentifrice).  We  extend  our  sympathy  to  the- 
'■  Referee." 
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Association  Ballad. 

The  Purpose. 

The  men,  their  aims,  their  daily  irk; 

Their  troubles,  trials,  thoughts,  and  view* 
On  things  2>oliiic,  foes  that  lurk 
In  friendly  guise,  but  trcach'rous  work — 

These  be  the  burden  of  our  Muse. 


L.— MANCHESTER. 

Ix  affairs  of  the  nation,  no  action  is  taken, 

No  matter  of  moment  is  fixed, 
Until  by  the  country  the  subject  is  shaken 

And  pounded  and  kneaded-  and  mixed  ; 
One  party  is  joyful,  the  other  is  nettled ; 

They  hit  out  in  anger — and  then 
The  whole  controversy  is  finally  settled 

By  hard-headed  Manchester  men. 

ILiw  oft  have  we  seen  in  the  world  pharmaceutic 

A  similar  state  of  aflfairs. 
When  subjects  so  simple  become  epizootic 

And  lead  to  the  splitting  of  hairs; 
^^'hen  Gitt'ords  give  worry,  and  Tochers  make  trouble, 

And  Broadheads  with  pendulous  pen 
Sweep  the  pallid  Untitled  clean  oft'  at  the  double, 

Excepting  the  Manchester  men. 

They  never  are  fretful,  nor  try  they  to  bully, 

And  rarely  do  they  as  they  re  bid. 
Benignantly  ruled  by  the  workmanlike  Woolley 

.\nd  herded  by  hard-working  Kidd, 
The  things  they  accomplish  are  varied  and  many, 

And  all  in  the  pharmacist's  ken  ; 
And  Pharmacy's  foibles  and  failings,  if  any, 

Are  hid  in  the  Manchester  men. 
The  old  in  experience,  the  eager  young  learner. 

They  meet  at  Victoria  Hotel, 
And  list  to  discourses  by  Kirkby  and  Turner, 

And  Grier  and  Ringer  as  well. 
They  talk  of  grave  topics  on  nights  that  are  wintry, 

The  How,  and  the  Why,  and  the  When  ; 
Imparting  to  brethren  all  over  the  country 
_  The  wisdom  of  Manchester  men. 


The  Hartlepools  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Mketing  was  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  West  Hartlepool, 
on  Thursday,  December  15.  Alderman  Thoma.s  t'larkson 
presided,  and  there  was  a  fair  attendance.  The  Shop-hours 
Act  was  discussed,  and  it  was  agreed  that  although  chemists 
are  e.xempt  from  the  operations  of  the  Act,  shoui^  any 
action  be  taken  locally  to  put  the  Act  into  force  it  is  desir- 
able that  chemists  should  also  come  under  the  benefits  of 
the  Act.  The  Secretary  was  requested  to  communicate  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  local  Grocers'  Association  about  the 
matter. 


Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  monthly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Association's  rooms 
on  Thursday,  December  15,  at  8.30  p.m.,  Mr.  Hardwick 
(President)  in  the  chair.  The  only  business  before  the 
meeting  was  a  new  set  of  rules  which  had  been  rendered 
necessary  owing  to  the  development  of  the  Association. 
The  Secretary  presented  proof  copies  of  the  rules  as  drawn 
up  by  the  committee,  and  discussion  was  invited.  After 
consideration,  sundry  small  alterations  were  made,  and 
the  Secretary  was  instructed  to,  have  a  sutiicient  supply 
printed  and  circulated  among  the  members.  The  next 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  January  19,  1905, 
w'hen  Mr.  Pars  will  open  a  discussion  with  a  few  notes 
on  "  Dispensing  Problems  and  Difficulties,"  and  Mr.  Morris 
will  move  a  resolution  on  "  Clause  7." 


Royal  Photog^raphic  Society. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society  at  Russell  Square,  W.C., 
the  annual  address  of  the  President,  Sir  William  Abney, 
was  read  by  Major-General  Waterhouse.  An  important 
point  in  the  address  referred  to  the  proposed  establishment 
of  a  research  laboratory  at  the  Society's  premises.  The 
Council  have  estimated  that  the  sum  required  to  give  the 
undertaking  a  fair  start  is  1,000/.  ;  but,  in  addition,  a  certain 


amount  will  be  required  year  by  year  to  keep  the  labora- 
tory in  proper  order.  The  resignation  of  the  Secretary. 
Mr.  A.  W.  W.  Bartlett,  was  also  announced,  and  the 
vacancy  is  to  be  advertised. 

The  Traill-Taylor  Memorial  Lecture  was  given  on  Decem- 
ber 15.  The  lecturer  this  year  was  Dr.  R.  T.  Glazebrook, 
F.R.S.,  director  of  the  National  Physical  Laboratory.  The- 
subject  was  "  Modern  Physics  in  Relation  to  Photographic 
Optics."  The  lecture  had  special  reference  to  the  testing 
of  lenses,  and  rectifying  such  defects  as  spherical  aberra- 
tion, zonal  aberration,  astigmatism,  curvature  of  field,  aiid> 
distortion. 


Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Assoiiation  was  held  at  the  residence 
of  the  President,  Mr.   W.   H.  Gib.son,  F.C.S.,  on  De- 
cember 15.  when  t  here  was  a  good  attendance  of  members.. 
The  affairs  of  the 

Buying  Club 

first  came  under  consideration.  The  annual  report  of  the 
Secretary  was  read  by  Mv.  Cook,  who  gave  a  brief  ri.sumr 
of  the  year's  working,  which  showed  very  satisfactorily. 
The  Treasurer  (Mr.  Franklin)  in  his  report  stated  that 
the  result  of  the  club's  business  was  a  great  financial  suc- 
cess. Starting  about  eleven  months  ago,  with  a  capital, 
of  just  over  80/.,  their  turnover  to  date  had  been  1,018/.. 
on  which  they  estimated  that  the  extra  discounts  obtained 
through  more  favourable  buying  had  resulted  in  a  saving 
of  from  7  to  8  per  cent.  They  had  been  handicapped  in- 
the  selection  of  articles  which  they  supplied  to  the  mem- 
bers, through  their  wish  to  avoid  those  quoted  by  the 
P.A.T.A.  He  suggested  that  the  amount  of  deposit  by 
each  member  (3/.)  should  be  increased  to  5/.,  so  that  they 
would  have  a  larger  working  capital,  and  thus  be  able  to- 
increase  the  variety  of  stock.  He  paid  tribute  to  the  work 
done  for  the  club  by  Mr.  S.  B.  Savage,  on  whom  the- 
burden  of  the  duties  of  goods-manager  and  stockkeepei 
had  been  laid,  and  to  whom  a  very  large  share  of  the  suc- 
cess was  due.  The  Chairman,  fully  endorsing  the  eulogy 
by  Mr.  Franklin,  in  the  name  of  the  club  asked  Mr. 
Savage's  acceptanie  of  a  Gladstone  bag.  Mr.  Savage  briefly 
thanked  the  members  for  their  kindness,  and  Mr.  Coun- 
cillor Yates  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  retiring 
Secretary  (Mr.  Cook)  and  Treasurer  (Mr.  Franklin)  which- 
was  heartily  accorded. 

Mr.  Cain  was  elected  Treasurer  and  Mr.  Robinson 
Secretary  for  the  ensuing  year,  Mr.  Savage  offering  to 
continue  the  duties  of  goods-manager.  The  meeting  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  social  gathering  at  Mr.  Gibson's, 
invitation,  and  the  members  had  another  delightful  evi- 
dence of  their  President's  hospitality. 


Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharma- 
ceutical Association. 

As  a  rule  the  ordinary  meetings  of  this  Association  do  no4 
commence  much  before  ten  o'clock  at  night,  but  this  month's, 
meeting,  held  on  Thursday,  December  15,  opened  about, 
eleven  and  a  half  hours  earlier.  The  Corporation  of  Glas- 
gow are  about  to  put  into  operation  the  provisions  of  the 
new  Shop-hours  Act,  and  in  view  of  this  fact  the  CounciB 
of  the  Association  called  the  meeting  for  the  forenoon 
in  order  to  have  the  question  of  early  closing  discus.sed 
by  as  large  a  representation  of  the  members  as  possible. 
The  result  was  fairly  satisfactory,  twenty-one  members 
taking  part  in  the  vote.  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie,  the  President, 
was  in  the  chair.    The  delegates  to  the  Sheffield 

B.  P.  C.  Conference  and  Federation 
meeting—Messrs.  Brodie  and  Robertson — submitted  their 
reports  on' the  proceedings  at  those  meetings;  Mr.  Robert- 
son, in  the  course  of  his  statement,  mentioning  that  if  all 
the  Associations  which  were  favourable  to  Mr.  Tocher's 
territorial  representation  scheme  had  been  represented  at 
the  Conference  that  scheme  would  have  been  adopted.  Mr. 
Currie,  in  thanking  the  delegates  for  their  report,  said  &n 
impression  had  got  abroad  that  the  Pharmacy  Bill  before 
the  House  of  Commons  last  Session  represented  a  special 
effort  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  the  purpose  of  creat- 
ing a  monopoly  for  chemists  and  druggists.    Those  to  whon> 
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he  was  speaking  knew  it  was  for  no  such  purpose,  but  merely 
to  enable  them  to  obtain  the  rights  to  which  they  were  en- 
titled. The  question  of  breaking  bulk  would  come  up  again 
when  the  resolution  bearing  npoii  that  subject  was  dratted 
by  the  Executive.  The  Federation  is  now  becoming  a  power 
to  deal  with,  and  he  hoped  that  as  time  goes  cn  the  impres- 
.sion  which  exists  in  some  quarters  would  be  removed,  that 
the  Federation  was  created  for  the  pui'pose  of  undermining 
the  status  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 
The  Federation  had  done  very  much  to  increase  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Society  throughout  the  country.  He  then 
opened  the  discussion  on 

Eahly  Closing  of  Chemists'  Shops. 

jMr.  Currie  remarked  that  although  chemists  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  purview  of  the  Shop-hours  Act,  1904,  he 
tiiought  the  time  had  come  when  they  should  consider  their 
position  and  their  relation  to  the  public.  There  could  be 
no  question  that  if  the  Act  is  adopted  generally  it  will 
materially  affect  their  trade  in  the  evening.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  would  ask  the  whole  trade  if  it  is  wise,  or  even  judicious, 
to  continue  their  long  hours  when  early  closing  has  become 
general  in  the  city.  He  thought  it  would  be  a  disgraceful 
thing  if  m  such  circumstances  their  shops  were  to  be  found 
open  long  after  the  other  shops  were  closed.  (Right.) 
The  question  was  often  asked  why  is  it  that  the  dispensing 
chemist  is  such  a  very  serious  individual.  (Laughter.) 
Well,  there  could  be  no  doubt  about  it  that  the  chemist  as 
a  general  rule  has  a  very  funereal  look.  (Laughter.)  The 
reason  often  given  was  that  he  has  such  a  tremendous  re- 
■sponsibility  upon  his  shoulders,  that  the  demands  upon  his 
time  and  energy  seem  to  sap  the  very  existence  out  of  him, 
and  that  he  has  to  assume  a  very  rigid  expression  to  get 
sympathy.  They  should  really  assert  themselves  to  put  an 
end  to  such  a  state  of  matters.  He  could  not  see  why  drug- 
.shops  should  be  kept  open  till  ten,  half-past  ten,  and  eleven 
©"clock  at  night.  Two  nights  ago  he  came  across  one  open 
at  half-past  eleven,  and  that  in  a  West-end  suburb.  It  was 
very  derogatory  to  their  calling.  It  is  quite  true  that, 
like  medical  men,  chemists  are  always  at  the  beck  and  call 
of  the  public,  but  that  does  not  necessitate  their  always 
having  their  "danger-lamp"  up  and  their  places  entirely- 
open.  There  are  always  ways  and  means  of  procuring  medi- 
cines when  they  are  wantecl.  He  concluded  by  expressing 
the  earnest  hope  that  the  members  would  consider  the 
matter  seriously  and  endeavour,  in  view  of  what  other  shop- 
keepers are  doing, 'to  devise  some  means  of  shortening  their 
hours.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour,  Secretary  of  the  Association,  rose  to 
move  a  resolution  on  the  subject,  and,  in  doing  so,  pointed 
out  that  it  should  be  clearly  understood  that  Mr.  Currie 
and  himself  and  other  members  of  the  Council  were  speaking 
as  individuals  and  not  on  behalf  of  the  Council,  which  had 
not  come  to  any  finding  in  the  matter.  Mr.  Gilmour  then 
moved  :  ■  ;  , 

That  inasmuch  as  the  retail  chemists  and  druggists  are 
expressly  exempted  from  the  operations  of  the  Shop-hours 
Act,-  1904,  it  is  not  incumbent  upon  chemists  as  a  body  to 
take  any  steps  with  reference  to  the  proposed  adoption  of 
the  Act  in  Glasgow,  save  and  except  for  the  protection  and 
vindication  of  such  legal  rights  or  trade  customs  and  privi- 
leges as  may  be  invaded  or  endangered  by  any  protected 
closing  order  applying  to  mixecl  businesses  in  which 
chemists  are  engaged. 

In  supporting  his  resolution  Mr.  Gilmour  said  it  had  been 
ciuite  proi>erly  remarked  that  in  one  sense  any  discussion  as 
to  the  legal  bearing  of  the  Act  upon  chemists  and  druggists, 
apart  from  the  question  raised  in  the  latter  clause  of  his 
motion,  is  quite '  irrelevant;    They  are  outside  the  Act, 
and  he  supposed  that  if  a  majority  of  chemists  and  druggists 
agreed  to-morrow  to  close  at  eight  o'clock  they  had  no 
power,  legal  or  moral,  to  compel  the  minority  to  clbse  at  that  - 
hour.    They  all  knew  how  many  efforts  had  been  made  in 
Glasgow  to  secure  ea'rly'(!'T6^iVrg' on' a  voluntary  basis.    If  • 
had  been  tried  in  his  b'v/h  'ri'ei'ghbO'nrhood .'  and  proved  a' 
failure.   There  was  alway'i  a  m'iTfor'if  y — sometimes  there  was 
a  contumacious  incorrlgibie  iridividttal^ — to  break  through 
.such" voluntary  agreeriientfe.'  "Tf  they  wanted  compulsion  ' 
they  mlist  get  it 'frftrii  P'afliariient,  and  that  ended  the  dis- 
cussion so  far  as  that 'was  concerned'.    There  are  no  disci- 
plinary powers  to  compel  insubordinate  memljers  of  the 
trade  to  do  their  duty.    It  had  been  said  that  although  the 


Act  does  not  include  their  trade  it  would  be  a  gracious  thing 
for  them  to  co-operate  with  other  shopkeepers  in  bringing 
about  early  closing.  But  the  other-shopkeepers  who  are  now 
so  anxious  for  their  co-operation  have  repeatedly  invaded 
the  trade  of  the  chemists.  Such  shopkeepers  coinpete  with 
the  chemists  in  a  most  unfair  manner,  and  he  emphatically 
objected  to  being  a  party  to  any  overtures  with  any  shop- 
keepers, as  their  firot  business  was  to  consider  themselves. 
It  was  .''aid  there  would  be  early  closing  all  round.  He  was 
rather  doubtful  about  that;  dirtitulties  are  sure  to  crop  up. 
Legislative  interference  with  business  is  essentially  mis- 
chievous, and  he  did  not  think  the  Act,  although  it  had  the 
t€chnical  sanction  of  Parliament,  was  really  promoted  in 
the  first  instance  by  the  body  of  traders.  On  the  contrary, 
he  .saw  in  it  the  hand  of  the  same  capitalist  tendencies  as  had 
engineered  various  other  movemerits  in  recent  years.  The 
most  important  feature  of  the  early-closing  orcfer  so  far  as 
it  concerns  the  drug-trade  is  the  effect  it  will  have  with 
regard  to  mixed  businesses.  There  are  few  chemists  pure 
and  simple.  They  all  sell  articles  that  are  sometin;es  stocked 
by  grocers.  It  might  be,  a  very  serious  matter  for  chemists 
if  early  closing  were  secured  by  a  particular  trade  some 
of  whose  articles  chemists  stock,  and  his  position  was  that 
they  should  stubbornly  resist  any  attempt  on  the  part  of 
grocers,  say,  to  have  articles  classified  as  foods  which  mighi 
sometimes  be  used  as  medicines.  He  had  drawn  up  a  list 
of  some  things  which  might  be  equally  regarded  as  groceries 
and  medicines  :  Who  is  to  be  the  judge  of  these?  And  how- 
are  they  to'  get  a  n:edical  definition  of  what  is  food  and 
what  medicine,  and  what  are  surgical  appliances  and  what 
not  ?  They  had  also  to  bear  in  mind — and  he  wished  to  be 
quite  candid — that  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  chemists  in 
the  centre  of  the  city  to  close  early.  In  the  West-end  there 
is  the  upper  middle  class.  There  is  no  aristocratic  class  in 
Glasgow — perhaps  a  good  thing  for  Glasgow — (laughter) — 
the  people  who  do  their  business  during  the  day  ;  but  with 
the  lower  middle  class  or  working  class  that  is  not  so.  Two- 
thirds  of  his  own  business  is  done  after  six  o'clock  at  night, 
and  he  is  kept  until  ten  o'clock,  or  even  later.  It  has  to  be 
kept  in  mind  that  in  a  great  city  like  Glasgow  the  conditions 
vary  according  to  the  district  in  which  the  business  is 
carried  on.  It  is  a  great  hardship  that  they  should  be  kept 
working  so  late,  but  they  had  to  consider  the  convenience 
and  interests  of  th'?  public,  of  whom  they  are  the  servants. 

Mr.  Moir  seconded  Mr.  Gilmour's  motion.  He  remarked 
that  Mr.  Gilmour  had  clearly  and  justly  point<:d  out  that 
those  traders  who  are  now  wishing  to  co-operate  with  the 
chemists  

The  Chairman  interposed  and  said  he  was  not  aware  that 
any  traders  had  been  making  overtures  to  the  chemists. 
At  any  rate  they  had  not  done  so  officially. 

Mr.  Gilmour  disclaimed  having  indicated  any  such  thing. 
He  said  that  it  was  suggested  that  the  chemists  should  co- 
operate with  .such  traders. 

The  Chairman  repeated  that  he  desired  it  to  be  clearly 
understood  that  no  such  overtures  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Moir  remarked  that' whether  that  was  so  or  not,  what 
they  had  to  do  was  to  look  after  their  own  concerns.    He  ■ 
was  of  the  opinion  that  the  Shop-hours  Act  was  engineered 
and  organised  by  the  big  monopolies,  and  that  this  was 
simply  another  means  of  playing  into  the  hands  of  the  com- 
panies and  the  big  stores.    Suih  companies  and  such  stores 
are  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  their  business  is  over  at 
an  early  hour  in  the  evening.    Wherever  they  start  business 
they  mu.st  close  to  let  their  employes  away,  and  it  is  only 
natural  that' when  the  stores  spread  themselves  out  towards 
the  suburbs  they  should  endeavour  to  get  the  other  shop-  '■ 
keepers  to  close  at  the  isame  time  as  themselves.    Those  ; 
stores  have  never  been  for.  the  good  of  the  individual  trader, 
and  never  will  be.    That  was  one  of  his  chief  reasons  for  _ 
opposing  the  adoption  of  the  Act  by  the  chemists.  .H^^ 
held  that  the  Government  had  no  right  to  interfere  with 
them.    Government  had  a  perfect  right  to  legislate  for 
employers  and  employes  who  are  not  able  to  protect  them- 
selves; but  those  who  are  able  to  protect  themselves,  and-^^ 
who  pay  rates  and  taxes,  should  not  be  interfered  with.  . 
Then  they  could  never  agree  as  to  early  closing  so  long 
as  the  chemists  have  a  night-bell.    That  would  inevitably 
load  to  friction. 

Mr.  Robertson  said  he  had  been  in  business  for  twelve 
years,  and  for  the  life  of  him  he  could  not  see  why  they 
should  not  close  at  eight  o'clock  at  night.    He  was  quite 
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sure  that  if  a  fixed  scale  of  charges  for  the  night-bell  were 
agreed  upon  they  would  soon  educate  the  public  into 
coming  earlier  to  the  shop. 

Mr.  Sutherland  moved  an  amendment  that  the  Associa- 
tion approve  generally  of  the  8hop-hours  Act.  In  support 
of  it  he  said  that  whether  they  liked  it  or  not  public 
opinion  would  compel  them  to  close  their  doors  very  much 
earlier  than  at  present.  He  regretted  that  their  members 
in  the  suburban  districts  should  not  have  more  time  for 
I'ocreation  and  less  standing  behind  the  counter  in  the 
hope  of  something  turning  up.  He  did  not  want  to  dictate 
to  anyone,  but  he  was  compelled  to  say  there  was  too  much 
of  this  standing  behind  the  counter  at  night  waiting  for 
business.  If  they  as  a  body  of  intelligent  and  respectable 
shopkeepers  oppose  the  Act  by  keeping  open  along  with 
the  ice-cream  and  Italian  shops,  it  would  discourage  the 
weak-kneed  from  falling  in  with  what  was  so  much  to  be 
desired.  After  touching  upon  Saturday  closing,  Mr. 
Sutherland  spoke  about  the  central  stores,  and  did  not 
think  there  was  anything  in  the  remarks  made  on  that 
point.  A  great  deal  too  much  had  been  made  of  the  night- 
bell.  They  all  knew  that  the  night-bell  had  never  paid, 
and  never  would.  He  would  like  to  see  co-operation 
among  those  who  had  night-bells,  and  the  Association  should 
endeavour  to  get  such  members  to  confer  with  the  view  to 
lessening  the  evil.  If  they  decided  upon  earlier  closing, 
it  could  be  remitted  to  a  small  committee  to  consider  what 
would  be  a  suitable  hour  for  the  suburbs,  and  they  should 
then  endeavour  to  carry  out  the  arrangement  loyally  and 
to  the  best  of  their  ability.  If  they  had  at  any  time  to  go 
back  to  their  shop  after  the  agreed-upon  closing-hour,  they 
could  shut  the  door  and  do  whatever  else  was  possible  to 
give  the  public  the  impression  that  the  shop  was  not  open 
for  sales. 

Mr.  Robertson  seconded  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Gilmour  maintained  that  chemists  could  not  adopt 
the  Shop-hours  Act.  If  they  said  they  approved  of  the 
powers  given  under  the  Act  and  were  willing  to  co-operate 
with  other  shopkeepers,  that  was  a  clear  issue. 

The  Chairman  .said  the  issue  was  whether  or  not  they 
were  to  have  earlier  closing.  They  did  not  require  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  mixed  businesses.  If  that  question 
was  to  be  raised,  it  would  require  to  be  in  a  court  of  law. 
The  question  was,  Were  they  in  favour  of  earlier  closing 
or  against  it  ? 

Mr.  Gilmour  :  That  is  an  affirmation  of  an  abstract 
principle  which  I  don't  object  to.  If  you  put  the  general 
principle  that  we  are  in  favour  of  earlier  closing,  I  will 
vote  for  that,  but  there  is  simply  no  meaning  in  it. 

Mr  Sutherland  :  If  you  say  you  approve  of  the  Act, 
and  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  carry  it  out,  and  leave  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  a  committee,  you  will  find  that  your 
interest  will  be  quite  safeguarded. 

The  discussion  then  took  a  conversational  turn,  Mr. 
Moir  and  Mr.  Abbott  being  fresh  participants ;  then  Mr. 
McCowan,  of  Paisley,  stated  that  in  Paisley  the  chemists 
managed  to  get  closed  at  eight  o'clock  until  a  year  ago, 
when  one  of  their  number  broke  through  the  agreement. 
His  experience  was  that  early  closing  made  no  difference 
in  the  drawings.  At  this  stage  Mr.  Sutherland  accepted  a 
suggestion  that  his  proposed  committee  should  be  em- 
powered to  consider  the  question  of  Sunday  hours  also. 
Mr.  Gilmour  having  replied,  the  Chairman  wound  up  the 
debate  with  a  short  speech.  On  a  vote  being  taken,  Mr. 
S'uCherland's  amendment  was  carried  by  fifteen  votes  to 
six  for  Mr.  Gilmour's  motion.  Messrs.  Currie,  Sutherland, 
Abbott,  Robertson,  Kitchen,  Black,  and  Brodie  were  ap- 
pointed as  a  committee  to  carry  out  the  resolution  of  the 
meeting. 

The  Chairman  remarked  at  the  close  that  he  hoped  what- 
ever was  recommended  by  the  committee  and  acted  upon 
would  be  honourably  carried  out  by  the  trade. 


Leeds  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Grand  Central  Hotel,  Leeds, 
on  Thursday,  December  15,  Mr.  G.  W.  Worfolk  presiding, 
when  the  following  paper  was  read  : 

The  Question  of  Titles. 
By  Richard  Broadhead. 
The  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  are  practically 
unanimously  agreed  that  the  distinctive  titles  described  in 


the  first  and  fifteenth  sections  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868, 
should  be  restricted  to  those  persons  who  have  complied  witli 
the  conditions  under  which  the  titles  are  granted.  It  was 
never  conf ciniilated  by  the  framers  of  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
nor  by  tlic  Lir, islature,  that  these  titles  would  be  used  by 
unqualilii'd  cuiiuiiercial  concerns  in  order  to  give  the  glamour 
of  superiority  to  fine-art  and  fancy  goods.  Whatever  may  be 
the  general  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  all  will  admit 
that  the  display  of  the  titles  on  retail  premises  of  that 
description  was  originally  intended  to  indicate  that  the  per.soii 
using  the  titles  is  technically  trained  and  qualified  by  exami- 
nation to  protect  the  public  in  such  important  matters  as  tho 
dispensing  of  prescriptions  and  the  supply  of  medicines  and 
dangerous  drugs.  Being  on  a  common  platform  as  to  the 
desirability  and  justice  of  reserving  the  titles  to  those  who 
have  honourably  acquired  them,  the  ciucstion  is  as  to  the  best 
method  of  attaining  the  end  in  view.  He  had  for  many  yearii 
urged  that  there  should  be  an  appeal  to  the  judicial  tribiinalii 
to  decide  the  cjuestion.  They  were  told  that  the  law  is  against 
them.  His  contention  is  that  there  is  no  settled  law  on  t\v:^ 
vexed  question  of  the  assumption  of  their  titles  by  unqualified 
limited  companies. 

The  reply  to  his  contention  was  that  the  appeal  case  in  the 
House  of  Lords  in  1880  settled  the  question.  That  case 
related  solely  to  the  selling  and  keeping  open  shop  for  the 
sale  of  poisons.  He  had  the  authority  of  members  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council,  officials  of  the  Society,  and  eminent 
members  of  the  Society  for  stating  that  the  ciuestion  of  the 
titles  was  not  raised  in  the  case  against  the  London  and  Pro- 
vincial Supply  Association.  That  corporation  never  assumei:! 
the  titles,  nor  was  it  charged  with  assuming  titles,  and  he 
most  emphatically  asserted  that  English  tribunals  do  not 
adjudicate  upon  charges  that  are  not  preferred.  The  Hoiife 
of  Lords'  decision  had  been  given  twenty-two  years  befori? 
they  were  officially  informed  that  it  covered  the  use  of  titles. 
If  it  took  so  long  to  discover,  then  he  thought  it  was  not 
unreasonable  to  take  the  information  cum  grano  sails.  He 
was,  however,  lately  informed  that  the  Council  had  always 
been  of  the  opinion  that  the  House  of  Lords'  case  covered  the 
titles,  and  in  proof  of  that  he  was  told  that  they  draftecS 
several  Bills  which  contained  clauses  dealing  with  the  titles. 
Ho  could  not  gauge  the  opinions  of  the  Council  from  such  a 
statement  because  the  principal  considerations  of  the  Council 
were  devoted  to  remedying  the  abu.ses  which  arose  from 
corporations  being  allowed  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists 
and  druggists.  The  question  of  titles  followed  their  attempts 
to  regulate  the  practice.  The  report  of  the  discussion  on  the 
draft  Bill  of  1891  did  not  show  that  the  Council  in  the 
aggregate  had  the  slightest  idea  that  the  House  of  Lords" 
decision  covered  the  titles.  He  did  not  wish  anything  that 
ho  might  say  to  be  construed  into  personalities,  but  certainly 
no  public  man — neither  Mr.  Atkins  in  1891,  nor  Mr.  Rymor 
Young  in  1898,  nor  the  editor  of  the  "  Journal  "  in  1902 — knew 
that  the  House  of  Lords'  case  covered  the  question  of  titles. 
As  his  sincerity  and  truthfulness  had  been  attacked,  in  regard 
to  his  assertions  that  the  views  of  their  leaders  had  changed, 
he  reminded  the  meeting  that  if  the  gentlemen  whom  ho  hac? 
mentioned  did  not  know  the  views  of  the  Council  c>n  the 
question  of  protection  of  titles  under  the  present  Act,  then 
there  must  have  been  great  laxity  somewhere.  The  public 
utterances  of  such  men  as  Mr.  Lord  Gifford,  Mr.  Rutherford 
Hill,  Mr.  Tocher,  and  Mr.  William  Lyon  were  not  conclusive 
evidence  that  the  question  was  settled  by  the  Lords,  but  very 
much  in  the  opposite  direction. 

The  House  of  Lords'  case  dealt  only  with  the  selling  and 
dispensing  or  compounding  of  poisons  or  keeping  open  shop 
for  the  same,  and  was  by  some  process  of  implication  or 
involution  supposed  to  have  absorbed  the  question  of  titles. 
Quotations  might  be  given  on  all  sides,  but  to  condense  the 
matter  he  must  go  back  to  the  first  appeal  case,  which  was  in 
the  Queen's  Bench  Division.  The  Attorney-General,  in  open- 
ing the  case,  quoted  the  first  section  of  the  Act,  including  the 
allusion  to  the  titles,  and  then  stated  that  it  was  only  the 
former  part — namely,  the  selling,  dispensing,  or  compounding- 
of  poisons,  and  keeping  open  shop  for  the  same — with  which 
their  Lordships  had  to  deal.  As  it  was  defined  in  the  first 
Appeal  Court  that,  although  the  whole  section  was  quoted, 
the  questions  before  them  only  related  to  selling  and  keeping- 
open  shop,  the  full  quotatio'ns  of  the  whole  sections  were 
merely  made  to  preserve  the  sequence  of  language,  though 
it  was  not  necessary  with  every  quotation  to  make  the  same 
reservations  as  the  Attornov-General  had  done  in  opening  the 
case.  It  was  plainly  settled  that  a  corporation  of  itself  could 
not  sell  poisons.  The  decision  regarding  the  meaning  of  a 
person  was  arrived  at  through  the  following  considerations  : 
"A  corporation  cannot  have  a  competent  knowledge:  a 

corporation  cannot  be  examined;  a  corporation  cannot  be 

registered;  a  corporation  cannot  sell  poisons;  a  person 

can." 

These  are  reiterated  statements  of  the  Judges,  and  they  are 
all  negative  with  regard  to  companies.  The  question  of  titles 
not  being  raised,  there  was  no  decision  on  that  question;  but 
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Jie  failed  to  see  how  in  logic  or  common  sense  the  Judges 
■could  have  said  : 

"  A  corporation  cannot  have  a  competent  knowledge  ;  a 
corporation  cannot  be  examined  ;  a  corporation  cannot  be 
registered;  a  corporation  cannot  sell  poisons;  and  a  cor- 
poration can  use  the  titles." 
The  legal  decisions  of  recent  years  on  titles  similarly  pro- 
tected to  those  in  the  Pharmacy  Act  gave  a  very  ditterent 
•complexion  to  the  House  of  Lords'  case.  In  the  Houte  of 
Lords  they  only  considered  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  extend 
the  meaning  of  the  word  "  person  "  to  a  corporation,  on  the 
grounds  that  the  safeguard  existed  in  the  compulsion  of  a 
•qualified  seller,  but  in  these  recent  cases  it  was  made  settled 
iaw  that  the  user  of  the  title  must  be  qualified,  and  he 
<;r_>ntended  that  if  it  were  brought  before  the  legal  tribunals 
it  would  be  also  made  settled  law  in  the  Pharmacy  Act  that 
•the  users  of  the  titles  must  be  qualified.  They  must  always 
iremomber,  as  was  ably  pointed  out  in  the  Dundee  discussion, 
'that  the  arguments  in  regard  to  the  question  of  titles  would 
he  quite  ditterent  from  the  arguments  m  reference  to  the  sale 
•of  poisons.  The  House  of  Lords  decided  that  the  seller  must 
■be  a  qualinad  person,  and,  as  the  seller  in  that  case  was  a 
-tiualified  person,  the  Judges,  after  much  consideration,  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  letter  of  the  Act  was  complied  with; 
■but  if  the  Judges  had  to  deal  with  a  case  in  which  an  un- 
■qualified  person  used  the  title  it  would  be  a  different  case 
irom  a  cjualified  person  selling  poison,  and  both  actions  were 
■under  the  same  protection  in  the  same  sections  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act.  The  literal  interpretation  of  the  Act,  as  given  by 
the  House  of  Lords,  would,  in  requiring  a  qualified  seller, 
Jiaturally  require  a  qualified  user  of  the  titles. 

He  was  told  that  the  arguments  with  regard  to  the  decisions 
on  other  professional  Acts  of  Parliament  had  nothing  to  do 
-ivith  the  Pharmacy  Act.  Yet  he  found  that  dozens  of  Acts  of 
Parliament  were  introduced  into  the  discussion  of  the  London 
and  Provincial  Supply  Association  case.  They  W'ere  told  that 
they  might  comfort  themselves  with  the  far.cy  that  if  the 
■Council  in  1880  had  gone  on  the  title,  and  not  on  the  sale  of 
poisons,  the  case  would  have  been  ditl'erent.  But  the  London 
and  Provincial  Supply  Association  did  not  infringe  in  regard 
to  title,  nor  did  corporations  get  the  idea  that  the  titles  v.'ere 
«extra-judicial  until  some  years  after  1880.  The  first  infringe- 
ments of  the  titles  were  tentative,  and  grew  by  default.  And 
if  a  case  of  titles  might  have  been  successful  in  1880  it  would 
ho  much  more  likely  to  be  successful  to-day,  after  our 
•tribunals  have  plainly  laid  down  a  distinctive  barrier  between 
the  vested  interests  of  capital  and  finance,  and  the  personal 
accjuisition  of  statutory  cjualifications. 

It  had  been  pointed  out  to  him  by  a  member  of  the  staff  at 
Bloomsbury  Square  that  the  reason  why  the  Associations 
which  sent  resolutions  to  the  Council  were  not  informed  that 
the  case  had  been  settled  in  the  Lords  was  that  it  was  con- 
.sidered  inadvisable  to  publicly  make  statements  which  would 
■disclose  their  weak  points  to  the  enemy.  That  was  rather 
under-estimating  the  acumen  of  the  corporations.  They 
S'inew,  and  always  had  known,  how  they  stood.  They  ■wero 
getting  the  full  benefit  of  the  doubt.  If  it  was  a  fact  that  the 
■case  was  settled  law,  then  there  was  nothing  to  be  gained  by 
attempting  to  keep  the  matter  secret.  Ihe  suppression  of 
iacts  was,  he  scarcely  thought,  part  of  the  policy  of  a  body 
■-such  as  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Ho  contended  that  for 
■nver  twenty  years  the  question  of  the  protection  of  titles  under 
the  Pharmacy  Act  was  governed  in  the  Council  by  the 
-opinions  of  the  members,  and  those  opinions  varied.  The 
question  still  remains  a  matter  of  opinion,  and  the  experience 
■of  the  Pharmaceutical  vSociety  is  that  very  high  legal  opinions 
are  not  always  infallible.  He  had  every  respect  for  legal 
•opinions,  though  he  did  not  know  any  more  than  that  legal 
•opinions  had  been  taken  which,  he  was  informed,  agreed, 
•except  in  one  instance,  with  the  contention  that  a  case  on 
the  titles  would  be  unsuccessful.  As  the  Society  is  unwilling 
to  proceed  through  the  Law  Courts  and  is  anxious  to  proceed 
through  the  Legislature,  he  could  quite  understand  the  tone 
•of  the  high  legal  opinions.  It  had  been  suggested  that  it  is 
rather  presumptuous  for  an  ordinary  chemist  and  druggist  to 
liave  an  opinion  at  all — in  face  of  the  expert  legal  opinions. 
Still,  even  a  chemist  and  druggist  is  supposed  to  have  a  know- 
ledge of  the  English  language,  and  he  thought  nothing  could 
he  clearer  than  the  following  remarks  of  Lord  Selbornc  in 
tthe  course  of  giving  judgment: 

"  A  corporation  cannot  be  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  nor 
-c^an  it  be  a  chemist  and  druggist  within  the  meaning  of  this 
Act,  and  bo  registered  under  this  Act." 

That  a  corporation  which  cannot  be  registered  can  use  the 
titles  which  imply  registration  ;  that  a  corporation  which  can- 
not be  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist  can 
■openly  describe  itself  as  stich,  is  not  the  mea-ning  his  Lordship 
intended  to  convey.  It  is  a  carious  perversion  of  language  to 
say  that  a  thing  which  is  not  of  such  a  character  can  bo 
described  as  being  of  that  character.  It  amounts  to  saying 
that  black  not  being  white  can  be  correctly  described  as  such, 
and  that  is  not  what  his  Lordship  intended.    He  could  find  no 


evidence  until  twonty-two  years  after  tb.e  House  of  Lords' 
case  that  there  existed  any  opinion  that  the  word  "person  " 
in  its  narrowest  sense  controls  all  the  counts  in  Section  15. 
There  is  excellent  evidence  that  the  opinion  is  very  strong 
that  the  titles,  the  regulations  as  to  storing  pois'ons,  and  the 
compounding  of  Pharmacopjeia  preparations  would  bo 
offences  if  committed  by  a  company.  If  they  wanted  to  know 
exactly  what  the  Judges  meant,  they  should  ask  them  through 
the  proper  channels.  A  prominent  member  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  and  a  regular  contributor  to  the  literature 
of  pharmacy,  said  : 

"  A  decision  in  favour  of  restricting  the  titles  to  qualified 

persons  individually  might  place  some  bond-fide  qualified 

companies  in  an  awkward  position." 

The  same  idea  had  been  conveyed  to  him  by  others,  but  ho 
assured  them  that  when  he  fii-st  entered  upon  this  question 
such  an  idea  never  entered  his  mind,  and  he  could  not 
assimilate  such  an  idea  even  now.  He  was  told  that  the  new 
Bill  would  protect  the  titles,  and  he  replied  that  if  the  Bill 
was  passed  it  would  legalise  the  use  of  titles  in  3,000  or  mow 
shops  if  existing  companies  liked  to  open  them.  He  wouM 
prefer  to  clear  the  ground  and  then  go  m  for  fresh  legislation. 
They  could  only  clear  the  ground  by  having  their  arguments 
with  regard  to  titles  considered  in  the  proper  place.  Passively 
to  admit  that  they  had  lost  their  titles  by  a  side-wind,  to  sit 
down  without  an  efltort,  without  a  struggle  to  maintain  the 
integrity  and  inviolability  of  titles  which  year  by  year  woul'l 
grow,  under  proper  restriction,  to  mean  infinitely  more  to 
them  than  the  right  to  sell  a  few  scheduled  poisons,  seemed 
to  him  to  be  construing  too  literally  the  Christian  principlt"; 
of  turning  the  other  check  also.  The  various  objections, 
good,  bad,  or  indifferent,  which  had  been  raised  from  time  to 
time,  were  all  merged  in  that  House  of  Lords'  case,  in  which 
they  got  the  following  facts  : 

"A  corporation  cannot  pass  examinations;  a  corporation 
cannot  be  registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Act;  a  corpora- 
tion cannot  sell  poisons  ;  a  corporation  cannot  bo  a  pharma- 
ceutical chemist  or  a  chemist  and  druggist;  a  corporation 
cannot  (or  can)  use  the  titles." 

The  last  sentence  only  remained  in  doubt  and  dispute  becaucc 
it  is  still  waiting  f:>r  a  judicial  interpretation. 

D.SCUS.SION. 

Jilr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholn.e  opened  the  discussion.  In 
the  course  of  his  remarks  he  said  it  was  not  fair  to  charge 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  v/ith  having 
done  nothing  to  remedy  the  mischief  caused  by  the  judg- 
ment of  1880.  In  1881  the  Council  had  drafted  a  Bill  to 
include  the  corporations  as  persons;  and  two  years  after- 
wards another  Bdl  had  been  prepared,  but  owing  to  ex- 
ceptionable difficulties  it  had  made  little  progress.  In 
1885  there  was  just  a  possibility  that  the  question  of  titles 
might  have  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with.  The  Council 
of  the  Society  had,  however,  taken  the  opinion  of  eminent 
counsel ;  but  these  were  to  the  effect  that  the  Society  -would 
lose.  In  1887  there  appeared  a  possibility  of  getting  at 
the  companies  by  tackling  the  directors ;  and  in  this  con- 
nection he  recalled  the  fact  that  Lord  Yoiuig  had  held 
"  that  person  signified  natural  person,  and  not  corporation." 
The  question  came  up  again  in  1902,  when  an  eminent 
K.C.  was  consulted.  Great  importance  was  attached  to 
this  gentleman's  opinion,  and  it  greatly  influenced  the 
action  of  the  Council.  But  the  fact  had  then  to  be  recog- 
nised that  the  whole  thing  was  that  the  corporations  were 
outside  the  Act.  It  was  also  made  perfectly  clear  that 
the  qtiestion  of  titles  was  as  much  at  stake  as  the  question 
of  the  sale  of  poisons.  When  the  present  Companies  Act 
was  under  discussion  Lord  Halsbury  had  suggested  a 
clause  which  would  deal  with  the  question  of  limited  com- 
panies, and  his  Lordship  had  practically  held  that  tlie 
common-sense  view  was  that  a  company  may  carry  on  a 
busine.ss  if  managed  by  a  properly  qualified  and  registered 
chemist  and  druggist.  They  could  not  prevent  companies 
from  using  titles,  and  he  pointed  out  that  Clause  11  of  the 
Bill  said  that  "  any  act  committed  by  a  person  shall  be  the 
same  as  committed  by  a  company.",  Mr.  Newsholmc,  in 
conclusion,  maintained  that  the  Council  had  paid  all  pos- 
sible attention  to  the  question  and  he  added  that  it  would 
continue  to  do  so.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Beacock,  Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant,  Mr.  Johnston, 
and  Mr.  Pollitt  also  spoke,  the  last  only  against  Mr. 
Broadhead.  'The  Chairman  having  intimated  that  it  was 
undesirable  to  take  a  vote, 

Mr.  Broadhead  replied.  He  complained  of  the  treatment 
accorded  to  him  by  the  "Pharmaceutical  Journal"  and 
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asked  Mr.  Newsholnie  if  nnquallfied  companies  can  legally 
sell  poisons.  If  the  companies  are  outside  the  Act  they 
are  outside  the  use  of  it.  If  chemists  desired  to  get  the 
full  value  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  a  test-case  must  be 
taken.  They  advocated  a  test-case  on  principle,  for 
whetliev  they  won  or  lost  they  had  the  consciousness  of 
knowing  that  they  were  fighting  in  the  interesst  of  those 
who  would  come  after  them.  If  they  lost,  they  could  not 
be  worse  off  than  at  present. 

Mr.  Newsholme  recalled  the  fact  that  a  limited-liability 
company  at  Sheffield  had  been  fined  for  the  sale  of  poisons. 
In  regard  to  the  opinions  of  counsel,  he  admitted  that  they 
might  be  of  a  var.ed  character,  and  even  occasionally  in- 
fluenced by  a  desire  to  suit  the  wishes  of  clients.  But  a 
great  deal  depends  upon  the  manner  in  which  a  case  is 
stated.  He  recognised  the  fact  that  the  Law  Lords  held 
divergent  views,  but  what  they  had  to  rely  upon  was  the 
judgment.  They  all  felt  that  they  were  suffering  from  a 
great  injustice;  and  the  members  of  the  Council  arc 
unan.'mous  in  their  desire  to  take  advantage  of  every 
opportunity  of  having  that  injustice  redressed.  An  in- 
teresting case  which  is  to  be  heard  at  Bradford  may  throw 
some  light  upon  the  legal  m.caning  of  the  Act.  He  had 
been  an.xious  to  hear  both  sides  of  the  question,  and  he 
complimented  the  reader  of  the  paper  cn  the  able  manner 
in  which  he  had  stated  his  case. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Broadhead  and  to  Mr.  Ncws- 
hohne  was  heartily  adopted.  The  Chairmen  intimated 
that  early  in  the  coining  year  there  will  be  a  whist-drive. 

Northampton  Chemists'  Association. 

The  monthly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
Wood  Hill,  Northampton,  on  Fiiday  evening,  Decem- 
ber 16.  Mr.  W.  D.  Maygor,  the  President,  presided  over  a 
good  attendance.  Mr.  Charles  h'enior  was  elected  a  member. 
Mr.  0.  Ward  read  a  paper  on 

The  Chemist  :  Present  and  Futuee. 
He  divided  the  chemists  of  to-day  into  five  classes  :  the 
old-fashioned  chemist,  the  semi-up-to-date  chemist,  (he 
modern  or  right-up-to-date  chemist,  the  analytical  or  scien- 
tific chemist,  and  the  homoeopathic  chemist.  He  described 
each — e.(j.,  he  said  of  the  .semi-up-to-date  chemist  that  ho 
religiously  endeavours  to  follow  the  lines  of  the  old- 
fashioned  chemist  and  tries  to  obtain  tip-top  prices,  but 
when  this  is  not  possible  climbs  down  under  protest. 
(Laughter.)  He  had  known  several  of  these  chemists  who, 
after  having  a  successful  year  or  two,  had  been  disheartened 
by  the  efforts  of  drug-stores  or  pushful  cutting  chen.ists 
establishing  themselves  near  their  shops,  and  had  eventually 
given  up  the  business.  However  infra  dig.  the  right-up-to- 
date  chemist's  methods  may  appear  to  some  of  the  older 
generation  of  chemists,  his  is  the  system  of  trading  which 
has  come  to  stay,  and  will  sooner  or  later  become  universal. 
This  class  of  chemist  is  the  one  who  opens  his  shop  with 
the  determination  that  every  article  shall  be  sold  at  the 
lowest  possible  price,  who  buys  in  large  quantities,  who 
does  a  strictly  cash  trade,  without  apparently  lowering  the 
dignity  of  the  business,  and  who  readily  takes  up  any  up- 
to-date  idea  that  he  conies  across.  It  chemists  had  met 
the  extreme  cutting  of  prices,  when  it  was  first  introduced, 
with  a  firm  and  high  hand,  the  drug-trade  would  have  been 
left  in  the  hands  of  duly  qualified  chemists  and  druggists. 
(Hear,  hear.)  If  chemists  had  had  the  courage  to  run  their 
businesses  years  ago  more  on  tlie  drug-store  principle,  the 
present  drug-stores  would  not  now  be  in  existence.  The 
up-to-date  chemist  on  starting  in  business  chooses  his  posi- 
tion carefully,  fits  his  shop  in  thoroughly  modern  style, 
holds  a  large  and  varied  stock  of  drugs  and  other  things 
of  the  very  best  quality,  and  caters  for  Ihe  public  with  every 
up-to-date  advertised  proprietary  article.  By  being  able  to 
.supply  customers  with  every  article  they  require  the  chemist 
invariably  retains  his  customers,  and,  perhaps,  has  an 
opportunity  of  introducing  some  preparation  of  his  own 
which  would  give  them  an  equally  satisfactory  result  as  the 
much-advertised  proprietary.  (Hear,  hear.)  This  involved 
the  question  of  substitution.  Critics  of  the  chemist  in 
dealing  with  "substitution"  forget,  he  said,  to  take  into 
account  the  fact  that  many  of  the  largely  advertised  articles 
allow  the  retailer  such  a  miserably  small  margin  of  profit 
that  it  is  only  reasonable  to  expect  the  chemist  to  push  his 


own  preparations,  of  which  he  knows  the  exact  composi- 
tion, and  which  give  him  a  reasonable  margin  of  profit. 
(Applause.)  This  might  perhaps  appear  rather  hard  to  the- 
manufacturer  who  had  spent  a  considerable  amount  in  try 
ing  to  create  a  demand  for  his  article,  but  Mr.  Ward  main- 
tained that  the  manufacturer  should  make  it  worth  thl^ 
chemist's  while  to  sell  it,  or  else  put  up  with  the  grievance. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Mr.  Ward  then  referred  to  the  advantages 
of  co-operation,  and  having  dealt  brietly  with  the  scientific 
chemist  and  the  homoeopathic,  said  the  chemist  of  the 
future  would  be  the  man  who  kept  himself  well  up  to  date, 
and  who  would  add  to  his  business  new  side-lines  as  they 
arise. 

A  spirited  discussion  on  the  paper  was  joined  in  by  the 
President,  Mr.  G.  Ingle,  Mr.  Rolfe,  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.. 
Dennis,  Mr.  L.  North,  and  Mr.  W.  McKennell. 

Christmas  Holidays. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  F.  Cowdery)  read  a  letter  from' 
the  Northampton  Branch  of  the  f-'hop-assistants'  Union  ask- 
ing the  members  of  the  Association  to  fall  in  line  with  the 
other  tradesmen  of  the  town  by  closing  their  establishments 
on  Monday  and  Tuesdaj'.  December  26  and  27.  Mr.  J. 
Flinton  Harris,  as  a  member  of  the  Shop-assistants'  Unioii: 
and  as  a  member  of  the  Chemists'  Association,  thanked  the- 
Association  for  the  sympathy  they  accorded  the  movement 
in  favour  of  the  Northampton  Town  Council  putting  the- 
Shop-hours  Act  into  operation  in  Northampton.  On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  McKennell,  seconded  by  Mr.  North,  the- 
meeting  passed  a  resolution  unanimously  urging  the  mem- 
bers to  close  their  shops  on  ilonday,  and  to  treat  Tuesday 
as  a  Sunday. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

Nottingham  Section. 
A  Meeting  was  held  at  University  College,  Nottingham, 
on  December  14,  Mr.  S.  F.  Burford  ( Vice-Chairman)  pre- 
siding.   Their  was  a  fair  attendance.    Mr.  H.  J.  Watsoii 
read  a  paper  on 

THE   ANALVStS   OF  GLUE, 

which  he  amplified  by  a  classification  of  the  samples- 
analysed.  Both  glues  and  gelatins  may  be  obtained  from 
skin,  l)one.  or  fish.  The  products  are  subdivided  accord- 
ing to  method  of  treatment  in  manufacture  and  order  of 
derivation.  In  the  manufacture  of  "  osseine  glues"  and- 
gelatine  the  preparation  of  the  material  has  been  carried  to- 
the  highest  pitch  of  perfection,  the  extractive  period  under 
heat  having  been  reduced  to  the  shortest  possible  time — 
not  more  than  two  hours — 25  to  30  per  cent,  of  the  total 
product  being  thus  obtained.  The  products  from  the 
reniaining  portion  of  the  material  represent  thirteen  or 
fourteen  lower  grades,  each  extracted  by  increasing  dura- 
tion under  heat.  "  Original  glues"  are  composed  of  60  per 
cent,  of  the  material  contents  of  gelatin,  and  contain  the- 
total  practicable  extractive  -value  of  the  material.  In  the 
third  group  the  author  placed  the  "reinforced  glues" 
prepared  from  the  lower  grades  of  osseine  glues  blended' 
with  a  proportion  of  original  extractive  gelatin  from  lower 
classes  of  material.  The  fourth  group  consists  of  the 
"average  glues"  prepared  on  a  continuous  system,  tho 
later  extraction-results  being  passed  into  fresh  material  of 
the  same  kind,  in  different  stages  of  exhaustion.  The  fifth 
group  consists  of  "successive  glues,"  which,  although  pro- 
duced on  a  system  similar  to  the  third  group,  are  rein- 
forced from  the  same  class  of  material.  Although  this- 
classification  is  not  exhaustive  it  is  sufficiently  comprehen- 
sive for  all  practical  piu poses. 

After  numerous  experiments  the  author  places  most 
reliance,  for  the  valuation  of  a  glue,  upon  tho  consistency- 
test  and  the  Fels  viscosity-test.  (For  the  consistency-test 
sc3  (£■  D.,  November  5,  page  755.)  In  regard  to  chemical 
tests  it  is  the  author's  opinion  that  any  attempt  to  place- 
a  valuation  on  glue  by  simply  estimating  either  the  total 
nitrogen  or  the  nitrogen  precipitated  by  zinc  sulphate  is. 
useless.  In  the  total  nitrogen  are  represented  many  com- 
plex nitrogenous  compounds,  and  the  precipitate  by  zinc 
sulphate  is  of  uncertain  composition.  By  multiplying  the- 
nitrogen  found  by  the  factor  used  by  Allen — viz.,  5.42 — 
we  get  gelatin  whether  the  precipitate  is  gelatin  or  gela- 
tose.    In  the  following  table  of  estimations  made  by  Mr. 
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Watson,  A,  B,  C,  and  D  are  average  glues  derived  from 
bone;  E  is  a  reinforced  bone  glue;  F,  G,  H,  and  I  are 
successive  glues  derived  from  skin ;  and  J  and  K  are 
original  glues,  also  from  skin  : 


k  ample 



UonsiE- 
teucy- 
test 

Total  NX 5.42 
=  gelatin 

N  Ppta.  by 
ZnSU*=5.42 

Differ- 
ence 

A 

53 

78.26  J- 

58.53 

19.73 

ti 

10:i 

V9.5a 

72.19 

7.37 

C 

103 

78.26 

72.19 

6.01 

JJ 

125 

81  03 

70.13 

10.95 

58 

'/6.53 

65.25 

11.28 

V 

100 

74,33 

61.89 

12.47 

G 

150 

75.55 

71.9/ 

3.58 

H 

130 

74.14 

72.52 

1.62 

I 

250 

78.23 

75.88 

2.38 

J  • 

2J.9 

78.26 

77.18 

1.08 

K 

325 

73.  (1 

72,84 

0.87 

In  the  course  of  a  discussion  which  followed,  Mr.  H.  S. 
Garry  found  fault  with  cold  tests,  as  the  consumer  generally 
uses  his  glue  hot.  The  comparison  of  viscosity  in  5-per- 
tent.  solutions  is  not,  he  said,  readily  applicable  to  the 
50  to  50  per  cent,  solutions  in  everyday  use  as  glue.  Mr. 
Watson's  table  confirmed  him  in  the  belief  that  the  content 
of  nitrogen,  and  also  the  relative  value  of  the  glue, 
/.Icpends  not  so  much  on  the  method  of  manufacture  as  on 
the  source  from  which  it  is  derived.  Mr.  S.  R.  Trotman 
agreed  with  Mr.  Watson  that  the  total  nitrogen  figure  alone 
is  useless,  but  he  maintained  that  when  taken  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  zinc-sulphate  figure  it  is  of  considerable 
value  to  the  manufacturer.  L»r.  F.  S.  Kipping,  F.R.S., 
thought  the  table  goes  a  long  way  to  prove  Messrs.  Trot- 
man and  Hackloru  s  theory.    Mr.  vVatson  briefly  replied. 


Western  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Mketixg  was  held  at  the  Norfolk  Hotel,  London  Street, 
W.,  on  December  21,  the  President  (Mr.  F.  A.  Rogers)  in 
the  chair.  The  fog  was  one  of  the  densest  there  has  been 
in  London  for  years,  nevertheless  twenty-five  members 
.succeeded  in  reaching  the  hotel,  although  somewhat 
belated.  The  new  members  elected  included  Messrs.  C.  A. 
Hill,  F.  G.  Turner,  J.  Cofmann,  J.  T.  Barrett,  M.  0. 
Foster,  and  W.  A.  Elkington.  The  President  then  called 
upon  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  to  read  his  paper  on  "  The  Whole- 
.salor's  Responsibility,  '  which  is  printed  on  page  1037.  At 
the  request  of  the  President, 

The  Discussion 
was  opened  by  Mr.  Peter  MacEwan,  who,  in  moving  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Umney,  referred  to  the  powers  which  the 
American  Customs  have  to  reject  drugs  which  do  not  come 
up  to  U.S. P.  standard,  and  said  that  the  medical  officer  of 
the  Port  of  London  has  similar  power  in  respect  to  any- 
thing which  may  be  injurious  to  health,  and  not  long  ago  a 
large  parcel  of  unsound  liquorice  was  rejected.  But  it  is 
difficult  to  put  into  force  this  power  as  regards  drugs  of 
varying  qualities.  He  instanced  asafetida,  which  is  used  as 
a  condiment  as  well  as  a  drug,  so  that  there  is  a  bond-p'de 
market  for  lower  grades.  Mr.  MacEwan  also  spoke  of  a 
Board  of  Reference,  pointing  out  how  it  would  be  of  me  to 
magistrates  in  cases  where  drug-standards  are  doubtful. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Barrett,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  Mr. 
Umney  had  not  treated  the  subject  quite  as  he  expected. 
He  (Mr.  Barrett)  thought  the  wholesaler  can  do,  ought  to 
do,  and  probably  will  do  (if  properly  supported)  more  for 
the  protection  of  the  retailer  than  at  present.  He  depre- 
cated the  distinction  made  in  law  between  goods  sold  by  a 
grocer  and  the  same  goods  sold  by  a  chemist.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  retailers  must  be  prepared  to  pay  the  whole- 
saler a  proper  price  for  goods  guaranteed. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Marshall  said,  with  reference  to  tablets  and 
proprietary  preparations,  that  wholesalers  themselves  are 
practically  responsible  for  that  state  of  affairs. 

Mr.  Philp  said  the  thing  that  struck  him  most  in  Mr. 
I'mney's  paper  was  the  varying  standards,  or  absence  of 
standards,  for  drugs.  He  thought,  however,  that  if  the 
drug  or  galenical  preparation  sold  by  the  chemist  is  in 


accordance  with  the  B.P.  per  .?e  he  is  right  to  use  it.  With 
regard  to  "whither  we  are  tending"  it  appeared  to  him 
that  if  retailers  continue  to  demand  warranties  from  the 
wholesaler  for  everything  they  sell,  in  course  of  tune  the 
retailer  will  merely  become  a  supplier  of  So-and-So's 
specialities. 

Mr.  Cofmann,  alluding  to  Mr.  Umney's  reference  to  the 
two  grades  in  Germany — the  apotheker  and  the  druggi.st — 
remarked  that  if  the  whole  responsibility  for  the  purity  of 
drugs  and  galenicals  is  to  be  put  upon  the  wholesaler,  the 
latter  will  have  to  be  reckoned  the  pharmacist  or  apotheker, 
and  the  retailer  the  druggist.  He  thought  it  would  be  a  bad 
thing  for  the  retailer  to  get  out  of  his  responsibility  to  the 
public.  It  is  one  of  his  principal  claims  to  the  consideration 
of  the  public  that  he  is  a  check  upon  the  wholesaler. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Hill  said  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  whole- 
saler Mr.  Umney  had  handled  a  difficult  subject  with  the 
lucidity  and  ability  which  are  characteristic  of  him.  The 
tendency  nowadays  is  for  the  retailer  to  ask  the  wholesaler 
for  a  warranty,  which  is  a  most  difficult  thing  sometimes  to 
give.  The  B.P.  is  most  unsatisfactory  as  fulfilling  two  pur- 
poses— that  of  legal  standard  and  of  warranty.  Many 
chemicals  cannot  be  supplied  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  B.P.  standard.  The  standards  for  such  things 
as  tartaric  acid,  citric  acid,  cream  of  tartar,  linseed  oil,  etc., 
are  impossible  commercially.  Som.etimes  the  warranty  is 
not  worth  the  paper  on  which  it  is  written.  Sodium  phos- 
phate, for  instance,  may  contain  any  quantity  of  sodium 
arsenate,  and  yet  pass  all  B.P.  tests.  The  B.P.  was 
primarily  intenied  as  a  handbook  for  prescribing  physicians 
and  compounding  pharmacists.  If  it  is  to  be  made  a  legal 
standard,  then  it  should  contain  tests  written  by  chemists. 

Mr.  E.  White  agreed  that  the  B.P.  is  not  an  ideal  legal 
standard,  especially  for  galenicals;  but  he  was  of  opinion 
that  if  one  bought  pure  drugs  and  made  galenical  prepaia- 
tions  properly  from  them,  there  would  be  no  question  of 
prosecution.  The  B.P.  tests  for  chemicals  are  bad  in  many 
cases,  but  it  is  difficult  to  have  it  otherwise  with  a  booK 
published  only  once  every  ten  years  or  so. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Gulliver  said,  as  a  retailer,  he  realised  the 
responsibilities  as  very  great,  but  he  did  not  think  they 
could  be  shoved  entirely  on  the  wholesaler.  The  pharma- 
cist of  the  pre.sent  day  should  hold  himself  responsible 
for  whatever  he  hands  over  to  the  public. 

The  President  said  the  tendency  seemed  to  be  to  make 
retailers  simply  sellers  of  drugs  which  they  get  in  and  of 
which  they  know  nothing.  Everyone  is  now  making  pro- 
prietaries. He  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  chemists 
are  helpless  in  the  matter.  In  nine  cases  out  of.  ten,  there-; 
fore,  the  B.  P.  as  a  standard  never  comes  into  the  question. 
Moreover,  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  the  ordinary 
retailer  with  all  his  worries  to  examine  the  whole  of  the 
drugs  that  come  into  his  establishment.  It  is  absolutely 
necessary,  therefore,  that  retailers  should  have  a  reliable 
wholesale"  house  behind  them  to  take  off  some  of  the  re-, 
sponsibility. 

Mr.  Umney.  in  reply,  said  the  difficulty,  as  Mr.  Hill 
had  said,  is'  in  drawing  up  a  comprehensive  warranty. 
For  instance,  cod-liver  oil  may  be  warranted  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  warranted  up  to  B.P. 
standard,  but  under  the  Merchandise-marks  Act  what  right 
had  anvonc  to  deprive  the  oil  of  its  stearin?  The  point 
made  by  Mr.  MacEwan  as  to  the  stoppage  of  interior 
drugs  at  the  porti  was  important.  Wholesalers  could  not 
for  some  time  understand  why  it  was  that  so  much  inferior 
jalap  came  into  London.  The  bulk  of  it  contained  a  very 
low  percentage  of  resin,  and  it  was  ultimately  lound^that 
the  London  imports  were  the  rejections  of  New  York. 
He  thanked  Mr.  Barrett  for  urging  that  wholesalers  be 
properly  remunerated  for  their  care  and  trouble  in  secur- 
ing purity  in  drugs  and  galenicals. 

The  meeting  then  terminated. 


A  Boy  who  had  attended  hygiene  classes  recommended  for 
don'-bite  that  the  part  be  burnt  out  with  cosmetic.  An 
emolument  is,  he  said,  a  "  soothing  medicine. 

"Wh4T  are  you  studying  now?"  a.skod  a  fond  mother. 
"  We  have  taken  up  the  subject  of  molecules,"  answered  lior 
son  "I  hope  you  will  be  verv  attentive;  and  prac't  ec  cod- 
stantly,"  she  said  earnestly.  "  I  tried  to  e-et  your  father  tp 
wear  one,  but  he  couldn't  make  it  stay  in  his  eye. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 

on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
U  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 

C.  &  D.  Diary,  IEOj. 

On  page  519,  third  column,  in  the  formula  for  Adult 
Cough  and  Bronchitis  Mixture  the  quantity  of  liq.  morph. 
hydrochlor.  should  be  oiio.  drachm.  A  correspondent 
(V8/57)  points  this  out.  Subscribers  may  use  Postcard  b 
for  corrections,  if  they  find  any  slips,  and  we  shall  rank 
them  for  the  ten-guinea  prize  competition. 

That  Slip  Label  on.  Postcards. 

Sir. — The  concession  to  attach  a  printed  address  label  to 
the  front  of  a  postcard  is  obviously  one  which  is  taken  ad- 
vantage of  in  very  few  cases.  Then  why  does  not  someone 
point  this  out  to  our  Postmaster-General,  and  suggest  that 
permission  to  attach  the  printed  label  of  the  sender  on  the 
back  would  be  a  far  more  useful  concession  ? 

W.  C.  (29/80.) 

Opsonic  Power  of  Blood. 

Sib, — Your  otherwise  excellent  report  of  my  remarks  in 
the  discussion  upon  Dr.  Hewlett's  paper  ascribes  to  me  a 
word  which  hardly  points  out  the  process  to  which  I  re- 
ferred. It  has  been  suggested  that  the  substances  found  in 
the  blood,  having  the  property  of  disposing  bacteria  to 
phagocytosis,  in  the  absence  of  which  phagocytosis  does 
not  occur,  should  be  called  "opsonins,''  because  they 
prepare  pabulum  for  the  white  blood-corpuscles.  A  process 
has  been  devised  for  measuring  the  opsonic  power  of  blood, 
which  is  raised,  so  far  as  the  tubercle  bacillus  is  concerned, 
by  treatment  with  tuberculin.  My  suggestion  was  that  the 
process  for  estimating  the  blood-content  of  tuberculotropic 
substances  might  be  applied  to  the  standardisation  of  anti- 
streptococcic and  other  antibacterial  sera. 

Yours  faithfully, 

7  Vere  Street,  W.,  December  20.  F.  W.  Gamble. 

Cyllin  in  Tuberculosis. 

Sir, — A  paragraph  appears  in  the  current  issue  of 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  referring  to  a  paper  read  by 
Mr.  Charrott  Lodwidge  at  the  Metropolitan  Branch  o"f 
the  British  Medical  Association,  and  we  desire  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  Dr.  Lodwidge  commenced  his 
inhalation-experiments  by  using  dilutions  of  "  Cyllin 
(Medical)  "  in  glycerin  and  water,  but  finding  that  the 
mixture  caused  a  certain  amount  of  pharyngeal  and  nasal 
irritation,  he  decided  (to  quote  his  own  words)  "to  try 
the  pure  Cyllin  Inhalant  which  about  that  time  (early  in 
May)  had  just  been  produced,  and  which  he  has  continued 
to  use  solely  ever  since  with  steady  improvements  in  his 
patients'  condition."  As  the  reference  to  the  dilutions  of 
ordinary  "Cyllin  (Medical)"  may  mislead,  we  desire  to 
emphasise  the  importance  of  Dr.  Lodwidge's  later  ex- 
perience with  Cyllin  Inhalant. 

ours  faithfully, 
Jeyes'  Sanitary  CoMrouNDS  Co.,  Ltd. 

64  Cannon  Street,  E.G.,  December  20. 

Syrupus  lodo-tannicvTS. 

SiR,--Mr.  Wyalt  refers  in  his  paper  to  the  "Extra 
Pharmacopceia "  formula  for  this  preparation.  Since  the 
appearance  of  his  paper  I  have  been  trying  the  form  he 
suggests.  I  prepared  the  coffee  in  fusion"  as  he  directs  and 
lU'oceoJed  with  the  iodine,  tannin,  and  sugar  according 
to  his  directions.  On  heating,  I  found  that  there  is  con- 
siderable loss  of  iodine  (oven  at  water-bath  temperature) 
l>efore  the  reaction  takes  place.  The  sublimation  and 
volatili-sation  do  not  occur  when  working  with  an 
alcoholic  .solution,  as  slated  in  the  "  Extra  Pharmacopceia.  ' 
The  reaction  consists  fcr  the  most  part  in  the  conversion 
of  the  iodine  into  hydriodic  acid. 

As  to  the  relative  quantities  of  iodine  and  tannin  to  be 
taken,  that  of  the  tannin  could  be  even  considerably  less 
than  the  iodine  (ses  C.  ct'  D.,  ii.,  1901,  244),  but  it  seemed 


desirable  to  work  with  an  excess  to  ensure  rapid  and  com- 
plete reaction.  Using  equal  weights  of  both  in  my  formula, 
I  find  there  is  in  reality  little  difference  as  to  "  pleasant- 
ness "  of  taste.  In  the  matter  of  fiavourings  I  do  not 
think  the  coffee  infusion  will  be  quite  as  satisfactory  in 
masking  the  disagreeable  taste  as  the  liquid  extract  of 
liquorice,  peppermint  and  clove  oils  which  1  employ  in  my 
formula.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  any  further  remarks  on 
the  subject. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  H.  Martindale. 
10  New  Cavendish  Street,  W.,  December  21. 

The  Directorate  Clause. 
Sir, — I  am  glad  to  see  the  President  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  has  allowed  Clause  7  to  be  dropped,  as 
there  seems  little  chance  of  this  passing  at  present.  I 
think  one  of  the  most  useful  laws  would  be  one  making  it 
compulsory  for  the  manager  in  charge  of  each  pharmacy 
to  have  his  Minor  certificate  displayed  where  customers 
could  see  it.  I  have  been  taking  charge  of  pharmacies 
up  and  down  the  country  for  the  last  twelve  months,  and 
have  been  surprised  at  the  number  of  men  who  have  been 
pointed  out  to  me  as  men  who  used  to  do  good  business, 
till  some  company  came  along  and  ruined  or  nearly  ruined 
them.  Then,  wiien  the  companies  have  a  good  hold,  they  fill 
their  pharmacies  with  unqualified  men,  notwithstandin;^ 
that  in  many  cases  they  have  apprentices.  If  it  were  com- 
pulsory for  each  pharmacy  to  have  the  manager's  certifi- 
cate shown,  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  draw  attention 
to  these  illegal  doings,  whereas  now  it  is  difficult,  on 
account  of  the  migratory  movements  of  company  men,  till 
too  late.  A  Struggling  Chemist.  (76/67.) 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Mcmhcr  (53/22)  writes  complaining  that  this  Associa- 
tion is  not  representative  of  the  retail  trade  of  the  city, 
and  not  in  touch  with  the  great  body  of  chemists  and 
.druggists,  for  the  following,  among  other  reasons  : 

1.  There  is  too  much  cliqueism. 

2.  There  is  no  cordial  welcome  to  men  attending. 

3.  We  are  not  broad  enough  in  our  constitution  ;  prac- 
tically it  is  the  monopoly  of  one  house. 

4.  VV'e  are  quite  out  of  sympathy  with  the  chemist  ar.c^ 
druggist  who  has  his  living  to  make,  and  in  many  cases  a 
poor  one  at  that,  from  competition  by  unqualified  men 
running  shops  and  in  some  cases,  it  is  alleged,  being 
linanceci  by  wholesale  houses. 

5.  What  good  are  the  Local  Secretaries,  who  are  supposed 
to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  chemists  in  their  dittereut 
localities,  but  which,  1  am  sorry  to  say,  they  do  not  ? 

6.  We  are  trying  to  bluff  ourselves  into  tancying  we  have 
a  serious  professional  standing  when  wo  know  ourselves 
the  public  liave  a  far  greater  respect  for  a  grocer  who  closes 
his  premises  at  a  respectable  time,  not  keeping  open 
shop  till  nearly  midnight  for  the  sake  of  selling  a  pennv- 
worch  of  something. 

A  Disinfecting-fluid. 
Sir, — In  your  issue  of  October  29  there  appeared  a 
recipe    for    miscible    disinfectant-fluid.      The  following 
formula  will  meet  all  requirements  : 

No.  1.  Tincture  of  Soap-bark. 

Ground  soap-bark  ,,,    1  oz. 

Alcohol    10  oz. 

-To.  2.  Freparcd  Coal  tar. 
Heat  1  lb.  of  coal-tar  in  a  shallow  dish  at  120°  F.  for  an 
hour,  stirriu.g. 

-To  3.  Solution  of  Prepared  Coal-tar, 
Tincture  of  soap-bark      ,..       ...    20  oz. 

Prepared  .coal-tar   ,,,      4  oz. 

Digest  for  two  days  at  120°  F.,  cool,  decant,  and  filter. 
iVo.  4.  Precipitated  Pesin. 

Resin   ...  900  grains. 

Caustic  soda  150  grains. 

Distilled  water       ...    10  oz. 

Boil  gently  for  two  hours,  cool,  separate  the  precipitate, 
squeeze  it,  and  then  dry  it  on  a  water-bath. 

T/ic  Disinfecting-fluid. 

Solution  of  prepared  coal-tar  ,,,  4  oz. 

Precipitated  resin  ,..       ,.,       ,,,  2  oz. 

Alcohol    20  oz. 

Digest  at  120°  F.  for  two  days. 

Yours  truly, 

New  York,  November  8.  F.  G.  Earl. 
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Legal  Queries. 

labels  to  be  marked  "  Liable  "  or  "  Not  liable  "  to  medicine  stamp- 
duty  should  be  sent  to  the  Editor  in  duplicate  and  with  a  stamped 
tind  addressed  envelope  for  return  of  the  marked  ones,  if  desired. 


81/74.  J.T.H. — Any  claim,  whether  well  founded  or 
«ot,  to  proprietary  right  in  a  medicine  takes  it  out  of  the 
inown,  admitted,  and  approved  remedies  class,  and  makes 
it  liable  to  duty. 

82/2.  QiK-rixt. — The  similarity  in  appearance  Ijctwcrn 
your  label  (not  liable)  and  your  predecessor's  (liable)  dees 
not  change  the  legal  aspect  of  the  matter  so  far  as  the  Medi- 
cine-stamp Acts  are  concerned,  but  if  you  &c\\  that  it  is  the 
same  as  your  predecessor's  it  is,  like  it,  liable  to  duty. 
There  is  no  gettmg  over  that. 

82/64.  Tvustrr. — The  fees  charged  by  .solicitors  for  the 
■collection  of  debts  vary  according  to  the  amounts  recovered. 
If  these  are  large  the  court  fees  are  sometimes  taken  as  pay- 
ment, but  generally  out-of-pocket  expenses  and  2^  to  5  per 
cent,  of  the  amoimts  recovered  are  charged,  the  court  lees  in 
such  cases  being  allowed  to  the  creditor. 

83/41.  Co-opt. — If  the  terms  of  a  will  permit  it.  ex- 
■ecutors  may  co-opt  another  to  take  the  place  of  any  who  die 
or  decline  to  act.  Otherwise  the  sanction  of  the  Higli 
Court  is  necessary.  In  the  latter  event  you  must  entrust  a 
solicitor  with  the  necessary  work. 

81/4.  LrofC. — You  really  require  a  new  lease:'  If  it  is 
■to  be  for  more  than  three  years,  it  must  be  by  deed — that 
is,  under  seal.,  As  the  terms  and  conditions  are  to  be 
jexactly  as  in  the  old  lease,  a  shortened  form  may  be  used, 
and  may  be  endorsed  on  the  liack  of  the  old  lease.  We  do 
fiot  think  the  suggestion  will  really  save  you  expense, 
because  the  landlord  is  entitled  to  have  the  new  lease  drawn 
iup  by  a  solicitor  at  your  expen.'-e,  and  in  all  probability  will 
.insist  upon  this.  The  solicitor's  charges  are  fixed  by  scale, 
.and  depend  upon  the  amount  of  the  rent,  and  not  the  length 
of  the  document. 

80/72.  '  Fcrox. — The  title  is  now  in  common  use.  and, 
iieing  descriptive,  is  not  a  trade-mark  which  can  be  regis- 
tered. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

"We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  questions 
of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of  -.eplies  on 
a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information  given  dur-jig  the 
{>ast  twelve  moutJis, 


41/45.  M.  A.  Z/.-Liquii  Frot'i  f,.r  aerat  mI  waters.- The 
iniodern  froth-producers  are  made  with  saponin.  The 
-strength  varies  according  to  the  use  that  is  to  be  made  of  cie 
Jiquid  froth.  Dr.  Sthamer  gives  the  following  formula  kr 
a  solution  of  which  1  oz.  is  required  to  10  gals,  of  syrup  : 

Saponin   6  oz. 

Water    7  pints 

Dissolve  and  add 

Alcohol  ...       ...       ...       ...    1  pint 

52/4?.  J.  r.  /'.—The  Liquid  Metal-polish  c  m.si.-^t.-  .jf 
Svieselguhr  suspended  in  a  mixture  of  benzine  (3  parts)  and 
paraffin  (1  part).  The  kieselguhr  used  in  your  sample  i.s  the 
^rey  variety.    The  polish  is  not  suitable  for  cleaning  silver. 

52/72.  E.  M.  M.—MiV£.  of  Magnesia. -The  following 
^■ecipe  is  from  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  Vol.  I.  : 

Magnes.  sulph  ,"xix. 

Ijiq.  potassse  ...       ...       ...  c].s. 

Aquae     cj.s. 

Dissolve  the  mag.  sidpli.  in  water,  precipitate  v.'  tli  1  <|. 
;potassse,  wash  the  hydrate  thoroughly,  and  dilfuse  in  a 
•sufficiency  of  water  to  make  20  oz, 

58/31.  W.  J.  (Johannesburg). — There  are  occasicr.al 
oa.ses  of  "  Gingerism  "  in  this  country,  but  in  all  instances 
.the  victims  are  alcohol  chronics,  and  they  take  the  essence 
■of  ginger  for  the  sake  of  its  alcohol. 

68/12.  Lhu/m. — Galvanrsed-iron  bins  are  all  rfeht  for 
f!ie«ping  crushed  lin.^eed  in.  Young's  hygienic  bin  is  gccd. 
See  that  they  are  airtight,  and  are  kept  in  a  cool  place. 

81/72.  Alchcmonia. — You  had  better  study  our  Edu;  a- 
stional  Number  and  the  advertisements  in  it  a  little  nK;e 
■carefully.    The  Technical  College.  Finsbury,  would  suit 


your  purpose.  The  fee  is  15/.  a  year,  and  three  years  is 
necessary  for  A.l.C. 

63/40.  Medico. — We  cannot  trace  the  rhymes  which  you 
quote.  Perhaps  some  subscriber  who  has  copies  may  send 
them.    One  begin;;  : 

When  I  was  bound  apprentice  to 

A  meclicu  nainod  Sciuills. 

Who  kept  an  open  siu'gerv 

In  the  wildest  of  the  West. 

The  other  verses  begin  as  follows  : 
It's  ten  o'clock  at  night ; 
The  chemist  stands, 
With  spotted  coat  and 
Chilblains  on  his  har.ds. 

66/52.  •/.  It.  P. — (1)  Please  explain  what  "yellow 
frog"  on  cows  is.  as  it  is  a  local  term  with  which  we  are 
not  acquainted.  (2)  The  Treatment  of  Distemper  iu  Dogs 
consists  in  giving,  firstly,  an  emetic  and  an  oleaginous 
purge,  and  then  half  to  two  grain  doses  of  pot.  iod.  bis  in 
die  pro  hebdomada.  Experience  and  experiment  .seem  to 
show  that  pot.  iod.  neutralises  the  distemper  poison  inson-.e 
way ;  anyhow,  excellent  results  have  been  obtained  with 
iodide.  Inf.  gent.  co.  is  a  good  vehicle.  In  the  second 
stage  give  acid,  hydrobromic.  inv.  to  thxv.  cum  quininaj 
gr.  j.  to  gr.  iij.  or  more;  substitute  pot.  bromide  or 
ammon.  bromide  for  quinine  if  any  symptoms  of  chorea 
are  detected.  Prescribe  nutritious  food  easy  of  assimila- 
tion, such  as  beef-tea  and  milk  puddings  alternately,  then 
go  on  to  fine  oatmeal  porridge,  fish,  mutton,  and  then  back 
to  ordinary  diet. 

83/48.  L.  A. — Try  ferri  ammcn.  cit.  to  tint  water  in 
order  to  resemble  whisky. 

82/22.  Ka-<t  AngHan.— Yon  will  find  all  particulars  in 
regard  to  the  Civil  ^^ervice  in  the  "Civil  J-ervice  Guide." 
which  you  can  obtain  through  any  bookseller  for  by.  6c/. 
You  should  wait  for  the  1905  edition.  The  salaries  in  the 
various  branches  vary  greatly.  &'ome  first  divisic^n  ap- 
poiiitments  in  the  higher  offices  are  almost  exclusive  to 
university  men.  First-class  clerkships  in  the  f-'avings 
Bank  Department  of  the  Post  Office  are  paid  at  the  rate  of 
560/.  to  450/.  a  year.    Boy  clerks  get  40/.  or  more. 

67/63.    Ahnii.  Rendering  Flannelette  Non-inflamraablc. 

The  use  of  alum  cr  sodium-tungstate  solution  has  been  tried 
for  the  purpose  of  rendering  flannelette  non-intlan-mable. 
but  as  liie  garment  has  to  be  treated  each  time  after  it  is 
washed  the  method  is  hardly  of  practical  use.  A  process 
devised  by  Dr.  W .  H.  Perkin,  in  which  an  organic  tung- 
state  is  precipitated  in  the  fibres  of  the  material,  is  cnc 
that  offers  the  best  chances  of  success.  The  fabric  retains 
its  fireproof  character  after  even  repeated  washings.  The 
method  was  given  in  the  C.  cf-  D..  May  31.  1902,  page  851. 

68/10.  /^cJWJi'.— Books  on  Venereal  Diseases. — Eitlicr 
Marshall's  "Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea"  (8.-^..  Rebman)  or 
Hayden's  "  'S^eiiereal  Diseases"  (7.s.  6f/.,  Kinipton)  will  give 
vuu  the  up-to-date  treatment  of  gonorrhcsa  and  syphilis. 

64/8.  i)///';vu'y/c/w.— Tincture  of  Tolu  is  a  slight  stimulat- 
ing expectorant,  and  makes  a  good  basis  for  a  cough-mixture 
on  account  of  its  distinct  flavour.  In  mixtures  it  is  best 
suspended  with  a  little  mucilage  of  acacia  or  tragacantli. 

62/63.  Aqi-i(ola.—  (l)  We  know  of  no  valid  objeclicn 
tn  the  use  of  erythrcsine  as  a  tooth-powder  colour. 
('J)  Liqiior  Nitritum,  for  veterinar  ,'  prescribing,  is  m;  de  by 
dissolving  sodium  nitrite  in  water,  5  grains  to  the  drachm, 
and  flavouring  with  a  little  aldehyde.  The  dose  of  this 
veterinary  sweet  nitre  is  1  to  2  oz. 

65/30.  C.  J.  Massage.  — Dr.  Stretch  Dowse's  "Lec- 
tures cn  Massage  and  Electricity  in  the  Treatment  of  Dis- 
oise"  (7.-'.  6(/.,  Wright,  Bristol)  is  a  modern  work  cn  this 
subjec  t. 

61/1.    >Sjocw«.<.  — "Watoh-and-Clock  Oil : 

Black  oxide  of  antimony   1  oz. 

Small  shot    4  cjz. 

Almond  oil    1  pn.t 

E\pose  to  the  sun  in  a  whito-gla.>-s  bottle  for  a  ir.ontli, 
shaking  occasionally.    Then  decant  and  use  the  clear  oil. 

64/59.  AUjnmr.n.—We  do  not  know  what  the  "albumen 
fine"  is  that  is  used  for  the  leather  v\-ork  of  church  organs, 
but  it  will  probably  be  dried  blood  or  egg  albumen. 
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72/51.  Ol-hiti. — The  Egg-colour  Powder  is  methyl-orange. 
IVe  should  like  to  know  how  it  is  used. 

74  5.    T/issis. — Cough-mixture  as  your  sample  : 

Acid,  sulph.  arom   5ss. 

Vin.  ipecacuauhse  ...       ...  .^j. 

Yin.  opii       ...    3vj. 

Spt.  clilorofornii    ...    5j. 

Syr.  rhceados  ...       ...       ...  ^v. 

Syr.  simplicem  ad   ...  j-\x. 

Dose  :  One  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 
54/23.  3Ial  Pans iix. —  'Dyeing  Buckskin  Black.  —  'I'iie 
'modern  processes  for  such  leather  as  buckskin  are  the  use 
of  (1)  aniline  dyes  or  (2)  vanadium.  In  the  first  process 
Jjasic  dyes  are  used,  and  to  produce  a  unifoi-m  colour  a 
inordant  of  tartar  emetic  is  required  before  proceeding  with 
the  use  of  the  dye.  The  skin  is  stretched  cn  a  board  to  be 
dyed,  and  after  the  dye  is  applied  the  skin  is  washed  with 
•cold  water  until  the  water  runs  off  clear.  The  vanadium 
method  depends  upon  the  fact  that  there  is  generally 
.sufficient  gallic  aci'd  or  its  ^derivatives  left  in  the  leather 
from  the  tanning-procejs.  Neutral  vanadate-of-ammcnia 
.solution  (1  lb.  in  10  gals,  of  water)  is  brushed  over  the 
leather,  the  operation  being  ccnducted  at  a  moderate  tem- 
perature. You  will  remember  that  dyeing,  like  pill-making, 
IS  a  matter  of  exj^erience,  but  there  is  no  re.ison  why  you 
.should  not,  with  your  training  as  a  chemist,  turn  out  a  very 
fair  product  at  your  first  attempt. 

6/12.  C.  A'.— Boot-polisli.— The  following  formula  is 
■based  on  our  examination  of  your  sample,  and  can  lie  u.sed 
as  the  starting-point  for  your  experunents  : 


Carnaviba  wax    .^viij. 

Oil  of  turpentine   Jxij. 

Powdered  soap    ^j. 

Fast  blue-black    jss. 

Ivory  black   ...       ...       ...       ...  jij. 


68/26.  /''.  0.  I.  W. — The  ointment  is  undoubtedly  a 
(carbolic-acid  one,  but  there  is  no  turpentine  present.  The 
basis  is,  as  you  suggest,  hard  and  soft  paraffin. 

6/67.    C.  T.  J.  (Penang).— (1)  The  liquid  needed  for  the 
Xeelanche  Cell  is  a  saturated  s.jlution  oi  sal  ammoniac.    It  I 
is  usual  t3  put  in  an  excess  of  the  salt.    (2)  Liq.  Kosee 
Dulcis : 

Carmine   5lj. 

Otto  of  rose    3ss. 

Kectitied  spirit    ...  ^iss. 

Solution  of  ammonia       ...       ...  ^j. 

Glycerin      .^xij. 

Water  to   3xxiv. 

Mix  the  carmine  with  the  ammonia  in  a  wide-mouthed  flask, 
lieat  until  the  carmine  is  dissolved  and  the  ammonia  is 
nearly  di.ssipated,  then  add  the  water  and  glycerin.  Lastly, 
the  otto  dissolved  in  the  spirit  is  added. 

(3)  Bed  Seneca,  which  when  dissolved  in  spirit  of  turpen- 
tine is  used  for  insulating-ptu-poses,  we  take  to  be  a  kind  of 
asphalt.  .Seneca  oil  is  the  name  of  a  crude  petroleum  which 
.is  obtained  on  the  borders  of  the  Seneca  lake  (N.Y.). 
<4)  Typewiiter  Ink  : 

Aniline  methyl-violet    3ij. 

Distdled  water    ,     ...       ...       ...  5X. 

Rectified  spirit    ^vj. 

Glycerin    ^^vj. 

Rub  the  dye  in  a  mortar  with  tlie  water,  then  add  the 
glycerin  and  spirit. 

'{5)  The  she]la<:-and-borax  basis  for  stencil-ink  needs  mixing 
wtih  sufficient  water  to  make  a  syrupy  liquid. 

68/38.  J.  r.— The  Nail-polish  contains  oxide  cf  tin  as 
the  active  ingredient,  the  basis  being  a  fatty  one.  iSuch  an 
ointment  is  hardly  Hkely  to  have  injurious  effects  cn  the 
-nails  of  a  healthy  person,  but  it  is  possible  that  in  gouty 
.subjects  where  the  nails  are  injured  the  tin  m.ay  be  harmful 
'when  absorbed  info  the  substance  of  the  nail. 

81/44.  A.  C.  G — Diarrhoea-powder  for  young  cattle. — 
'This  is,  as  you  surmise,  largely,  if  not  entirely,  powdered 
box-leaves.  There  is  a  form  of  tannin  present,  although 
large  doses  of  box-leaves  are  believed  to  have  a  purgative 
effect. 

6.7/.  Lytol.  —  Q.)  "Liquid  Face-powder."— See  reply  tT 
"  Salol ''  (65739).  (2j  Paraflfin  Hair -dressing. — Select-  a 
•c-lear  and  thin  sample  of  heavy  petrcleum  oil  and  perfume 
it  with  heliotropin. 
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269/23.  Stratus  (Barcelona).— (1)  AYrite  to  Mr.  E. 
Merck,  16  .Jewry  Street,  London,  E.C'.,  for  the  prices  of  the 
rare  metals  you  mention.  (2)  Bleaching-shellac, — The  pro- 
cess is  conducted  as  follows  :  First  a  solution  is  made  in  a 
large  copper  pan  of  4  kilos,  of  sodium  carbonate  in  50  litre.j 
of  water,  and  Ijrought  to  the  boiling-point.  Next  10  kilos, 
of  shellac  is  added,  stirred  till  dissolved,  and  the  solution 
run  out  into  a  vessel  of  500  litres  capacity.  Separately,  a 
bleaching  liquid  is  made  by  extracting  10  kilos,  ot 
chlorinated  lime  with  200  litres  of  water  and  precipitating 
the  calcium  salt  with  sodium  carbonate.  The  hot  solution 
of  shellac  is  added  to  the  bleaching-liquid  in  portions,  an 
interval  of  five  minutes  being  allowed  between  the  addi- 
tions. When  the  whole  of  the  shellac  solution  has  been 
added,  the  mixture  is  allowed  to  stand  for  twenty-four 
hours.  The  next  step  is  to  run  off  the  clear  liquid  into  a 
larger  vessel,  make  it  warm  by  adding  boiling  water,  and 
precipitate  the  shellac  by  adding  diluted  hydrochloric  acid. 
The  resin  is  collected,  washed,  and  dried,  then  melted  and 
cast  into  sticks.  It  must  be  kept  under  water.  (3)  The 
nutritious  value  of  the  various  farinaceous  substances  you 
mention  are  for  all  practical  purposes  the  same. 

7( /j7.  AlpJi/7.—(l)  Boo'ks  on  Therapeutics — Phillips's 
"  Materia  Medica,  Pharmacology,  and  Therapeutics"  (21.^., 
Longmans);  Brunton's  "  Pharmacology,  Therapeutics,  and 
Materia  Medica"  (21.<!.,  Macmillan);  and  Hale  White's 
"  Materia  Medica,"  etc.  (7s.  6f/.,  Churchill)  are  suitable  for 
a  chemist's  use.  (2)  New  Kemedies. — 'l  lie  mo.vt  recent 
information  on  newly  introduced  drugs  is  given  in  the  new 
edition  of  the  "Art  of  Dispensing  "  (6s.,  Office  of  the 
C.  Jl-  U.). 

248/34.  Percldor  —l:\\e  addition  of  resin  soap  to  the  fly- 
and-maggot  lotion  will  overcome  your  difficulty.  "  Carbo- 
lated  creosote  "  is  not  a  definite  compound,  and  perhaps  the 
makers  have  lately  varied  their  product. 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  subjoined  inquiries  will  be  esteemed, 

79/6.    iMaker  of  "British"  butter-eclouring. 
78/51.    Address  of  m.akers  of  Billroth's  cambric. 

80/18.  Kaufmann's  Sulphur  Bitters  :  Who  are  the 
Lonclon  agents  '? 

83/24.    What  is  "  Tartrezoin  "  ? 

6/17.  Who  are  the  makers  or  agents  for  "  Mayflower'' 
laundry  starch  ? 

41/6.  Who  are  the  publishers  or  agents  for  "The 
Woman's  Friend  and  Medical  Adviser,"  price  2.^■.  6f/.,  and 
Dr.  Foot's  "  Home  Cyclopjedia  of  Popular  IMcditine  " '.' 


Comino  iSvents. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received  by 
Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Tuesday,  December  27. 
Hoi/al   Institution    of    Great    Britain,    Albemarle  Street, 
Piccadilly,   W.,   at  5  P.M.       Mr.   H.   Cunynghame  on 
"  Ancient  and  Modern  Methods  of  Measuring  Time  "  (1). 
"Wednesday,  December  28. 
Forfarshire  Clioiiists'  Assiiciation,  Mather's  Hotel.  Dundee, 
at  3.45.    Lecture  by  Mr.  W.  Mair  on  "A  Pharmacist's  Im- 
pressions of  the  United  States,"  preceded  by  tea. 

The  Junior  Pharmacy  Ball  is  to  be  held  on  March  1.  Mr. 
Percival  Trick,  Salisbury  House,  London  Wall,  E.C,  is  the 
Hon.  Secretary. 

The  Annu.\l  Festiv.\l  Dinner  of  the  Commercial 
Travellers'  Benevolent  Institution  is  to  take  place  at  the 
Prince's  Restaurant,  Piccadilly,  W..  on  February  10,  1905. 

Chemists'  B.\ll.— Tickets  for  the  Chemists'  Thirty-ninth 
Aumial  Ball,  which  is  to  be  held  at  the  Whitehall  Rooms. 
Hotel  Metropole,  W.C.,  on  Wednesday,  January  13,  1905, 
are  now  ready.  Lady's  12s.  6(7.,  gentleman's  1'7js.  6(7. ,  includ- 
ing refreshments,  supper,  and  wiiio.  Application  for  tickets 
(accompanied  bv  a  remittance)  should  be  made  to  the  Hon. 
Secretarv,  Mr.  Richard  A.  Robinson,  jun.,  72  Great  Russell 
Street,  London.  W.C.,  or  to  any  of  the  stewards  (f.f/.,  the 
Editor  and  Publisher  of  The  Chemist  ."iXD  Druggist). 
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^festivities. 


A  Sheffield  Smoker. 

The  annual  snioking-concert  of  the  Slieffield  Pharmaceu- 
tical and  Chemical  Hociety  was  held  on  December  8,  at  the 
King's  Arms  Hotel,  Sheffield.  Mr.  Percy  Carr  (Vice- 
President)  occupied  the  chair,  in  the  unavoidable  absence 
of  Mr.  A.  Russell  Fox.  Among  those  present  were  Messrs. 
H.  G.  Williams  (Hon.  Secretary),  F.  W.  Whitworth,  J. 
Evans,  R.  D.  Douglas,  J.  Hull  (Parke,  Davis  &  Co.), 
J.  T.  Appleton,  E.  Richards,  and  W.  S.  Crouch.  Messrs. 
Maxfield,  W.  Leggett,  Cosgrove,  W.  Skinner,  and  J.  Hull 
contributed  songs,  the  last-named  singing  "Good  Com- 
pany," in  the  chorus  of  which  the  assembled  good  company 
joined  on  a  touching  appeal  from  the  vocalist.  The  Pits- 
moor  Trio  (Messrs.  W.  Leggett,  F.  Skinner,  and  W. 
Skinner)  added  greatly  to  the  enjoyment  with  their  trios 
for  violin,  'cello,  and  piano,  Mr.  W.  Skinner  also  acting 
as  accompanist.  Mr.  Dalton  (Hull)  recited  two  humorous 
pieces.    The  evening  was  a  most  enjoyable  one. 

Nine  Musicians  and  Six  Appreciative 
Listeners. 

The  last  evening  of  the  half-session  of  the  Chemists'  Assist- 
ants' Association  was  devoted  to  a  smoking-concert  under 
the  genial  presidency  of  Mr.  Frank  A.  Rogers.  Fifteen 
niombers  were  present,  and  the  full  programme  pro- 
vided by  Mr.  W.  Matthews  was  well  appreciated.  Messrs. 
C.  Moriey,  A.  Latreille,  Victor  Bhn.  ti.  B.  Everson  (who 
sang  a  pretty  little  seventeenth-century  ballad),  Sydney 
Jamieson,  A.  H.  Millner,  E.  A.  Cairns,'  D.  R.  Webb,  and 
Fred.  Willelt  took  part  in  the  concert.  The  usual  collec- 
tion for  the  Benevolent  Fund,  for  the  wider  recognition  of 
the  claims  of  which  Mr.  Rogers  pleaded  in  replying  to  the 
vote  of  thanks,  amounted  to  lis.  6d.  [We  trust  that  in  the 
.second  half  of  the  session  metropolitan  assistants  will  give 
better  support  to  Ihe  efforts  at  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  or 
explain  the  reason  why.  The  session  so  far  has  been  most 
tliscouraging,  even  to  those  who  report  the  proceedings, — 
Ed.  ('.  <(•  I).} 


Messrs.  John  Goldhill  &  Sons'  advertisement  in  the 
('.  (£•  D.  Diai  ij,  1905,  is  on  page  101,  not  page  99  as  stated 
in  the  index.    Will  users  please  note? 

The  TKLEORArnic  Address  of  Messrs.  B.  Kuhn  &  Co., 
16  Rood  Lane,  Eastcheap,  E.C.,  is  "Carmines  London." 
Subscribers  will  please  note  in  their  new  Diarir.t. 

Messrs.  L.\utier  Fils,  of  Grasse,  London,  and  else- 
where, have  been  awarded  the  Grand  Prix  at  the  St.  Louis 
Exhibition  for  their  exhibit  of  essential  oils  and  perfumers' 
materials. 

Panoi'epton,  Messrs.  Fairdrld  Brothers  &  Foster's,  is 
quoted  in  the  C.  <[•  D.  JJiaii/,  1905,  advt.,  6-oz.  21s.  and 
12-oz.  40*.  ;  the  former  should  be  24>\  per  doz..  subject  to 
Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  terms.  Subscribers 
should  make  a  note  of  this  cii  page  498,  opposite  "  Indian 
Hospital  Pharmacopceia." 

Shop-jars.— Mr.  A.  E.  Ferguson,  9  Chaworth  Road, 
West  Bridgeford,  Nottingham,  has  obtained  provisional 
protection  for  an  improved  shop-jar  for  storing  ointments 
and  extracts.  The  lid  is  unl)reakable.  being  made  of  vul- 
canite or  aluminium,  and  in  the  inside  rim  of  the  lid  a 
layer  of  cork  or  similar  material  is  fixed,  the  objett  being 
to  hold  the  lid  firmly  on  the  jar  and  to  keep  the  contents 
practically  air  and  dust  tight. 


Artificial  Syrups. — Six  or  seven  druggists  in  i-itts- 
burg.  Pa.,  have  been  arrested  on  the  charge  of  dispensing 
soda  syrups  preserved  with  benzoic  or  salicylic  atid.  and 
coloured  with  coal-tar  dyes.  The  Board  of  Health  declares 
all  these  injurious  to  health  in  the  quantities  used,  and  has 
determined  that  it  will  step  the  practice  of  employing  such 
preservative  agents. 


t^ra^e  IRcport 

NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  secHon  are 

those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  tliese  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  tne  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  December  22, 

THE  penultimate  week  of  the  year  has  yielded  nothing  of 
first-class  importance  as  regards  price-fluctuations  in 
drugs  and  chemicals.  There  is  a  steady  feeling,  however, 
about  most  articles,  but  there  is  no  disposition  to  do  busi- 
ness in  round  quantities  until  the  New  Year.  American 
spermaceti  is  Id.  per  lb.  dearer,  and  higher  prices  are  also 
asked  for  golden  seal.  Kino  is  firmly  held,  and  full  rates 
have  been  paid.  Refined  camphor  continues  very  firm,  and 
all  indications  point  to  a  further  advance  after  the  holidays. 
Strychnine  is  also  very  firm,  and  the  official  price  for 
bromides  continues  nominal,  makers  not  being  sellers. 
Potash  chlorate  and  potash  cyanide  are  firmer.  Turpentine 
is  dearer,  while  rosin  and  cottonseed  oil  are  easier.  The  sub- 
joined table  Includes  the  principal  alterations  of  the  week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Eas'er 

Cetaceuin  (Amer  ) 

Pota.sh  chlorate 

Acid,  tartaric 

tiolilen  seal 

Pot.ish  cyanide 

Canary-seed 

Glucose 

Oil,  cottonseed 

Turpentine 

Kosin 

Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  December  21  : — The  opium-market  is  steady, 
i  sellers  being  firm,  and  a  few  sales  have  been  made  at  from 
7.S.  Ad.  to  8.-'.  6d.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality. 

Hambdrg,  December  22  : — Refined  camphor  and  Car- 
nauba  wax  are  firmly  held  ;  Japanese  wax  is  dull  of  sale  at 
j  101m.  per  100  kilos. 

i     New  York,  December  22  : — Business  is  seasonably  quiet. 

Refined  camphor  has  advanced  to  78e.  per  lb.  in  barrels. 

Senega  is  3c.  per  lb.  easier  at  65c.,  and  cascara  sagrada  is 
1  firmer  at  7c.  per  lb.  Golden  seal  (hydrastis)  is  strong  and 
j  dearer  at  $1.50  per  lb.  Ergot  is  slow  of  sale  at  37c.  per  lb. 
I  Peppermint  oil  is  a  trifle  easier  at  .$3.50  per  lb.  for  tin  oil ; 

and  for  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  $46  per  barrel  is  quoted, 

Newfoundland  offering  at  .$38  per  Ijarrel,  being  easier. 

Java  Quinine-auction. 

At  the  auction  of  Java  quinine  held  at  Batavia  on  Decem- 
ber 21,  7,044  kilos,  of  Ed.  If.  were  offered,  of  which  251  kilos, 
were  sold  at  an  average  of  Ib^f.  per  kilo,  (about  equal  6c. 
Amsterdam  unit),  agaiii&t  162f.  per  kilo,  paid  at  the  previous 
auction. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — English  is  fraction;dly  lower  at  lll^d. 
per  lb.,  and  foreign  lid.  to  llg(/. 

Antimony  is  firm  at  17/.  per  ton  for  .Japanese  crude  and 
at  36/.  net  for  regulus  on  the  spot.  J']nglish  regulns  is  37/. 
to  38/.  per  ton. 

Areca. — For  sound  but  slightly  beardy  nuts  14.^^  per  cwt. 
is  asked. 

Benzoin.  -Holders  of  good  Sumatra  seconds  ask  71.  5>'. 
per  cwt.,  no  fine  quality  being  obtainable. 

Bromides. — There  have  been  rumours  of  an  impending 
advance  on  the  part  of  bromide-makers,  and  it  would 
not  be  surprising  if  such  did  occur  shortly.  Moan- 
while  the  official  price  is  nominal  at  l.«.  2^d.,  makers 
not  lieing  sellers.  For  immediate  delivery  1,«.  4(/.  to 
1.*.  4^^/.  per  lb.  has  been  paid.  The  latter  price 
might  possibly  be  .shaded,  however.  American  make  of 
potassium  bromide  (not  guaranteed  15. P.)  is  offered  in  ton 
lots  to  come  forward  at  5d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  London,  but 
in  the  light  of  their  recent  experience  of  U.S. P.  quality, 
I  buyers  are  somewhat  shy. 
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('AMrnoR. — The  market,  although  quiet  in  conjunction 
with  practically  all  articles,  is  very  firm.  Japanese  tablets 
in  assorted  sizes  are  held  at  2s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  and  it  is  quite 
probable  that  prices  will  quickly  advance  to  3.--.  when  demand 
comes  along,  as  it  may  do  at  any  moment.  One  English 
refiner  continues  to  ask  3.*.  9(/.,  others  3s.  4f/.  to  7>s.  6d.,  and 
German  refiners  have  nothing  to  offer  for  export. 

Caraway-seed.— For  Dutch,  22.^.  per  cwt.  has  been  paid 
on  the  spot,  and  secondary  quality  is  quoted  20.s.  6d.  c.i.f. 

Cloves. — A  fair  amount  of  speculative  activity  has  been 
shown  at  fluctuating  but  dearer  rates.  Since  our  last  report, 
sales  of  Zanzibar  for  October-December  delivery  have  been 
made  at  from  4ff/.  to  4J4f/.  ;  January- March,  4j(/.  to  4-|-|(/.  ; 
March-May,  4{ld.  to  5^(/.  to  b-^^d.  ;  April-June,  5U.  to 
5^d.  to  b^^d.  per  lb. 

C^OCOA  Butter. — The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on 
January  3  will  consist  of  65  tons  Van  Houten's,  14  tons  De 
Jong,  10  tons  Mignon,  and  20  tons  Helm  brand  in  second- 
hands. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  steady  at  from  82>\  6d.  to  83.s\  per 
cwt.  for  98  per  cent.,  and  83.s.  to  84.?.  for  99  to  ICQ  per  cent, 
powder.    The  article  still  continues  scarce  on  the  spot. 

Fenugreek-seed. — Morocco  is  firmer  at  from  9.y.  to  9.<.  6d. 
per  cwt. 

Glucose. — Liquid  Buffalo  H  is  mI.  per  cwt.  dearer  at 
11<-'.  6rf.,  wharf  landing  weights. 

Goldex  Seal^ — Holders  have  now  advanced  their  prices 
to  6s'.  6d.  per  lb.  net. 

Kino. — Business  has  been  done  this  week  at  per  lb. 
for  a  single  case  of  fine. 

Lemon-juice  is  firmly  held  at  from  l.s.  2^d.  to  l.*.  3(/.  per 
gal.  for  English  pressed. 

Menthol  is  quiet  at  from  8x.  9(/.  to  9.<.  per  lb.,  spot. 

Oil,  Cajuput.— Good  green  is  firmly  held  at  5<.  9d  vci- 
bottle. 

Oil.  Cod-liver. — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
December  17  that  the  cod-liver  oil  market  is  very  quiet,  and 
finest  non -congealing  oil  can  hardly  be  quoted  above  160.*. 
per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  Bergen.  I'he  stocks,  however,  are  ex- 
tremely small.  The  cod-fishing  has  made  little  progress 
owing  to  stormy  weather  and  want  of  bait.  The  exports 
from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to  7,263  barrels,  against  2,308 
barrels  at  the  corresponding  date  of  last  year.  In  London, 
non-congealing  Newfoundland  oil  to  arrive  shortly  is  quoted 

5.  --.  per  gal.,  c.i.f. 

Oil.  Peitermint.— Quiet,  with  sellers  of  American 
H.G.H.  at  17.?.  per  lb.  spot,  and  Kobayashi  at  from  5.^.  Qd. 
to  6s.  Pure  Wayne  County  oil  is  quoted  by  cable  at  16.^., 
c.i.f. 

Oils,  Fix^v.^Tvi-jwidiiic  is  about  1.?.  6d.  per  cwt.  higher 
Oil  the  week,  American  on  the  spot  closing  at  38.s.  3f/.°per 
cwt.  Cottonseed  is  easier  at  from  lbs.  7>d.  to  17.?.  Zd.  per 
cwt.  for  refined  and  14.?.  V^d.  for  crude  on  the  spot.  The 
other  leading  fixed  oils  are  practically  unaltered. 

Opium. — Our  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  Decem- 
ber 9  as  follows  :  The  sales  this  week  amount  to  eleven  cases 
as  follows  :  Five  cases  Ycrli  talequale  at  7^.  bd.  per  lb., 
one  case  Yerli  extra,  selected,  soft,  at  8.?.  3(/..  and  five  cases 
choice  rich  Yerli  at  8.?.  2d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  The  following 
are  the  quotations  :  Current  talequale  (9  to  11  per  cent  ) 

6.  -.  bd.  to  6.?.  Qd.;  selected  ditto  (11  to  IIJ-  per  cent.)," 
O.s-.^llf/.  to  7.V. ;  superior  ditto  (11  to  llg  per  cent.).  7.?.  2d. 
to  Is.  M.\  rich  manufacturing,  assorted,  about  12  per  cent.. 
7.S.  6f/.  ;  Yerli,  Karahissar,  and  Baghaditz,  7.s.  Ad.  to  8.?.  5(/. 
per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Above  prices  are  net  to-day  at  European 
ports  of  destination.  The  weather  is  now  'favourable  for 
farmers  to  continue  their  sowings,  but  sellers  still  maintain 
a  firm  position  and  will  not  make  concessions.  The  arrivals 
in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  4.052  cases,  against  1,842  at 
the  same  period  last  year. 

Potash  Chlor.ite.— The  market  is  firmer  at  from  Z'd  to 
3|-f/.  per  lb. 

Potash  Cyanide.— Beckton  make  is  firmer  at  8^rf.  per  lb., 
and  sodium  cyanide  (100  per  cent.)  is  unaltered  at  Id.  per  lb. 

Quinine.— Quiet  at  10|-(/.  per  oz.  spot,  and  lid.  for  March 
delivery. 

RosiN  is  easier  at  from  7.^'.  9(/.  to  Qs.  per  cwt.  ex  wharf. 


Shellac, — The  market  for  delivery  has  been  quit«  in- 
active, quotations  being  nominal  at  the  moment.  On  the 
spot  full  prices  continue  to  be  paid  for  small  parcels,  in- 
cluding matted  TN  Second  Orange  at  205.<.,  and  for  fair 
TN  215.S.  has  been  paid. 

Spermaceti  is  dearer  at  1?.  1(/.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Strychnine. — English  makers  report  a  firm  market,  espe- 
cially as  American  makers  have  lately  advanced  their  prices 
by  5c.  per  oz. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Resales  of  a  parcel  e.x  auction  have  been 
made  at  54.<.  per  cwt.,  but  for  fine  57.';.  is  wanted. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  only  a  nindovatc  bu.sincss  passing  in  the  lieavy- 
chemical  market,  and  practically  nothing  of  particular  im- 
portance either  in  main  or  miscellaneous  products,  and  this 
condition  is  of  course  likely  to  continue  now  until  the  New 
Year  turns.  The  tone  of  the  market  and  values  are  firm, 
however. 

Sulphate  of  Amjionia  is  ciuioter  in  tone,  and  values  are 
fairly  steady,  at  about  figures  last  mentioned.  Fair  ship- 
ments have  been  made,  and  deliveries  have  been  taken  out 
better  against  old  sales. 

Alkali-peoduce. — In  this  department  there  is  nothing  new 
or  of  special  importance  to  report. 

Barium-products  are  all  round  very  firm.  Demand  is  well 
up  to  the  average,  and  probably,  if  anything,  in  excess.  So 
far  there  has  not  been  any  delinite  advance  in  prices,  but 
such  is  far  from  unlikely  at  an  early  date.  Present  figures 
are  as  follows:  Chlorate  of  barium,  ordinary  refined  crystals, 
in  large  casks,  5^.  17s.  bil.  to  6/.  Is.  bd.  per  ton,  and  in  bags 
5^.  12s.  6(7.  to  bl.  2s.  bd.  ;  blanc  fixe,  pure  precipitated  sulphate 
of  barium,  in  paste  form,  5/.  15s,  to  6/.  5s.  The  pure  product 
dried  is  somewhat  scarce  and  firm  at  8/.  10s.  to  81.  15s.  Mineral 
sulphate  of  barytes,  ground,  40s,  to  100s.,  in  accordance  with 
quality,  quantity,  and  package.  Mineral  carbonate  of  barytes 
(VVithcritc)  continues  scarce,  and  sales  are  only  subject  to 
arrangoniciit  of  delivery.  Sulphide  of  barium,  crude  cal- 
cined, 70  to  75  per  cent.,  steady  at  At.  to  4/.  10s.  per  ton,  in 
7  to  8  cwt.  casks.  Hydrate  of  barium  crystals  arc  in  cjuietor 
rocjuest,  and  stand  at  137.  to  147.  per  ton  in  6  to  7  cwt.  casks. 
Fused  barium  hydrate,  about  56  to  60  per  cent.  BaO  in  heavier 
demand  at  127.  15s.  ti>  137.  15s.  per  ton.  Nitrate  of  barium 
steadily  maintains  a  firm  tone — crystals  at  177.  5s.  to  177.  15s, 
per  ton,  and  powdered  177.  10s.  to  187.,  with  tendency  towards 
higher  figures. 

Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Li rcrpoo/,  Vcccmhcr  21. 

Acid,  Citric. — Foreign  is  very  firm  at  Is.,  c.i.f.,  several 
makers  reporting  that  they  cannot  otfer,  as  they  have  sold 
most  of  their  production  for  next  year. 

Aniseed. — Russian  is  firmly  held  on  the  spot  at  227.  per 
ton,  less  I-4  per  cent,  gross  for  not,  and  for  shipment  207.  10s. 
c.i.f,,  is  quoted. 

Beeswax. — Small  sales  of  Chilian  have  been  made  at 
77.  10s. 

Camphor. — One  German  refiner  is  unable  to  olTer,  and, 
owing  to  scarcity  of  raw  material,  has  difficulty  in  supplying 
present  orders.    Others  are  asking  3s.  1|(7.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Cahnauba  VVax.  The  market  has  been  cleared  of  waxy  grey 
at  117s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  A  limited  ciuantity  of  chalky  grey  is 
otTered  at  115s.    Yellow  is  in  small  supply  at  132s.  6f7.  to  135s. 

Castor  Oil. — In  spite  of  further  arrivals,  stocks  are  very 
limited.  Spot  parcels  have  been  selling  freely  at  2i(7.  to 
2/§(7.  per  lb.,  and  holders  are  now  firm  at  the  latter  price. 
For  shipment,  2i(7.  is  the  lowest  price  mentioned.  First- 
pressure  Frencli  is  firmly  held  on  the  spot  at  2^(7,,  and  for 
shipment  227.  per  ton,  f,o,b..  Marseilles,  is  now  quoted. 
Reports  to  hand  from  India  indicate  that  the  crop  of  seed  has 
been  damaged  ov>'ing  to  the  dry  weather,  and  higher  prices 
are  expected  for  the  oil. 

Cetaceum, — Owing  to  reported  scarcity  in  America  the 
price  of  North  American  has  suddenly  advanced  to  Is.  per  lb. 
net,  and  only  a  limited  quantity  offers  at  the  price. 

Chillies. — A  recent  arrival  of  97  bags  Sierra  Leone  has  sold 
on  private  terms  ex  store. 

COD-LIVER  Oil  (Newioundland).— Recent  arrivals  are 
firmly  held  for  5s.  6(7,  to  6s,  per  gal. 

Guinea  Grains.-  -Small  sales  have  been  made  at  40s.  per 
cwt. 

Olive  Oil. — Reports  are  still  very  unsatisfactory,  and  fine 
eating-oil  is  firmly  held  at  417.  per  tun,  c.i.f,,  and  upwards, 
according  to  quality. 

American  Drug-market, 

Neio  York.  December  6. 
Business  in  drugs  and  chemicals  is  mostly  of  a  jobbing 
nature,  but  the  tono  of  the  market  is  steady,  and  the  tendency 
towards  an  improvement  in  prices. 
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Balsaji  Copaiba  is  in  good  jobbing  demand  at  30c.  per  )b. 

BucHU-LEAVES. — With  tlie  anticipated  arrival  of  the  new 
crop,  dealers  are  anxious  to  clear  out  old  stocks,  and  prime 
grcoa  are  available  up  to  I85C.  and  inferior  grades  at  16c.  or 
less. 

Camphor  continues  i(s  upward  movement,  and  70c.  is  now 
quoted  for  prompt  delivery  (smce  advanced  to  78c.). 

Cannabis  Indica. — Prime  green  tops  are  firm  at  $1.05. 

Cahnax'BA  Wax  i-s  firmer,  and  all  grades  show  an  advance 
of  gc.  to  Ic. 

CiTHONELLA  OiL  is  Selling  freely  at  32c.  in  bulk. 

CoD-LlvEH  Oil  is  unchanged,  but  the  market  is  strong,  with 
an  upward  tendency.  Prime  brands  of  Norwegian  are  held 
at  .$48  to  $50.  - 

CuBEBS  arc  in  poor  request,  and  ciuotations  arc  nominal  at 
7ic.  to  8^c. 

Golden  Seal  has  sold  in  a  small  way  at  .$1.35,  and  more  is 
to  be  had  at  this  price,  though  $1.40  is  generally  asked. 

Ipecac. — Rio  and  Cartagei:a  are  dull,  with  ,'^1.20,  a  nominal 
figure,  for  both  varieties. 

LycOPODIUM  is  in  good  demand,  and  firmlv  held  at  85c. 

Ma  STio  is  higher,  in  sympathy  with  conditions  abroad,  and 
^Oc.  is  asked  for  prime  tears. 

Menthol  shows  a  slight  improvement,  and  f(jrmer  rjuota- 
tions  of  J2.50  have  been  withdrawn;  $2.60  is  now  asked. 

Ndx  Vomica  is  quoted  at  an  advance  of  Ic.  Supplies  are 
light. 

Opium  is  in  rather  better  demand,  but  quotations  are  un- 
changed at  $2.72^. 

Peppermint  Oil  is  dull,  and  there  is  little  movement  in  any 
direction.  Demand  is  poor,  and  while  $5.60  is  asked  for  spot 
goods,  this  figure  can  be  shaded. 

Quinine  is  in  steady  demand  and  firm,  with  makers  quoting 
23c.  Second-hands  ask  22c.  for  good  and  22|c.  for  fresh 
quinine. 

Sarsaparilla. — Mexican  is  slow  of  sale  and  easier;  8^c.  is 
asked,  but  less  will  buy. 

Wild-cherhy  Bark. --Most  of  the  inferior  grades  have  been 
bought  up  at  6c.,  and  ordy  a  few  lots  are  available  at  this 
figure.  Stocks  are  light,  and  up  to  10c.  is  asked  for  prime 
goods. 

German  Drug--market. 

Hainhtnij,  ])<cc:iihcv  20. 
Business  is  very  quiet  owing  to  the  forthcoming  Christmas 
hi^'lidays. 

Camphor. — Refined  continues  firm  and  scarce  at  700m.  per 
100  kilos.,  which  is  also  the  makers'  price. 

Cantharides  are  firm,  at  lO^m.  per  kilo. 

CiTEi.:  Acid  is  quiet,  at  215m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cocaine  is  strong  at  470m.  per  kilo,  for  hydrochloride. 

CONDURANGO  is  tending  lower,  at  62im.  nor  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha  is  in  better  demand,  Rio  being  quoted  11m. 
per  kilo. 

SENEfjA  is  quiet,  at  675m.  to  670m.  per  100  kilos. 
Spermaceti  is  firmer,  at  220ni.  per  100  idlos. 
Sugar  of  Milk  is  firm,  at  llOm.  per  100  kilos. 
Wax  (Japan)  is  tending  lower,  at  102m.  to  100m.  per  100 
kilos. 

There  arc  no  cliangcs  worthy  of  note  in  fixed  or  essential 
oils. 

Chinese  Camphor. 

A  Foreign  Office  report  on  the  trade  of  Foocliow  for  1903 
states  that  it  is  only  of  recent  years  that  any  attempt  has  been 
made  by  the  Chinese  to  utilise  the  resources  which  the  pro- 
vince affords  in  the  way  of  camphor.  Camphor-trees  have 
been  known  to  abound  in  the  mountainous  regions  of  the 
West,  but  no  systematic  efforts  had  ever  been  made,  either  by 
the  Chinese  Government  or  by  the  natives,  to  turn  tlicm  to 
account  until  1902,  when  camphor  made  its  first  appearance 
as  an  export  m  the  Customs  returns,  amounting  to  264  cwt. 
valued  at  11,228  Haikuan  taels  (1,460/.).  During  the  past  year 
there  has  been  a  considerable  increase,  which  would  unq'ucs- 
tionably  have  been  largely  augmented  had  it  not  been  for  an 
arrangement  come  to  between  the  provincial  authorities  and 
a  certain  syndicate,  whereby  the  latter  acquired  the  exclusive 
right  to  traffic  in  this  article,  which  had  the  effect  of  curtail- 
ing the  supply,  owing  to  the  interference  exorcised  by  the 
syndicate  through  the  Chinese  authorities  with  the  manu- 
facture of  camphor  by  the  natives  in  the  interior  and  its 
transport  to  the  coast.  British  merchants  who  had  already 
embarked  in  the  trade  maintained  their  right  to  carrv  on  the 
business  without  obstruction,  but  their  attempts  were  little 
more  successful  than  those  of  the  native  dealers.  Cargoes 
were  confiscated  and  the  trade  generally  disorganised,  "and 
the  matter  has  only  been  satisfactorily  settled  during  the 
present  year.  Prices  ruled  high  in  Hong-Kong,  which  in- 
creased the  bitterness  of  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  British 
merchants  as  they  saw  the  prospect  of  a  lucrative  businers 
•slipping  from  their  grasp.  Future  returns  should  show  a 
great  increase,  as  it  said  that  camphor  can  be  produced  at  a 
very  reasonable  rate  within  the  province,  and  there  is  an  ever- 
growing demi-.nd  for  it  on  the  home  markets.    The  only  out- 


ward passes  which  were  taken  out  were  for  camphor,  and' 
only  two  of  them  were  actually  used  out  of  87  issued.  During; 
1903  1,362  cwt.  of  camphor  was  exported,  valued  at  8,287/.;. 
and  of  camphor  oil  624  cwt.,  valued  at  993?.,  was  shipped. 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  etc.,  have  arrived  at  tlio- 
principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  December 
1  to  5,  inclusive:  Acid,  boric  (@  Leghorn),  27;  acid,  carboli<i 
(@  Amsterdam),  114  cks.  ;  acid,  citric,  ((«;  Bordeaux)  6,  (@. 
Rotterdam)  10;  acid,  tartaric  (@  Rotterdam),  8;  albumen. 
5  ;  aloes  (@  Curacao),  45  ;  argol  (@  Oporto),  32  ;  arrowroot 
(@  S.ydney),  27;  arsenic,  (^  Oporto)  265,  ((3!  Hamburg)  20;, 
bleaciiing-powder,  [%  Rotterdam)  95,  {@,  Hamburg)  130  ;■ 
borax  (@  Hamburg),  13;  bromine  (@  Hamburg),  60  cs. ; 
camphor  (@  Havre),  660  cs.  ;  capsicums  (@  W.  C  Africa), 
62;  cardamoms  (@  Colombo),  89;  clove-stems  (f<?  Hamburg), 
84  ;  cochineal  (@  Tencriffe),  31 ;  cream  of  tartar,  (@  Rotter- 
dam) 10,  (@  Bordeaux)  52;  drugs  (@  Marseilles),  40  pkge. ; 
galls  (@  Hong-Kong),  100;  ginger,  (@  Bombay)  400,  (@  Cali- 
cut) 222;  glycerin  (@  Dunedm),  200  dms. :  gum,  unenu- 
mcratcd,  (@  Alexandria)  360,  (@  Bombay)  936  pkgs.  ;  honey, 
(f^  Queensland)  50  cs.,  {(a).  N.Y.)  62  cs.,  (@  Coquimbo)  165; 
iodine  {(g),  Yokohama),  10  cs. ;  lime-juice,  (@  Dominica) 
83  cks.,  12  hhds.,  (@  Trinidad)  5;  liquorice,  (@  Batouni) 
325  cs.,  (@  Naples)  23  cs.  ;  mandrake-root  {(^  Baltimore), 
36;  oil,  castor,  (@  Leghorn)  25,  (<^  Genoa)  30;  oil,  cod-liver, 
(fS)  Aalesund)  141,  ((<?,  Bergen)  15;  oil,  citronella  (@  Galle), 
3 ;  oil,  eucalyptus  (@  Melbourne),  30  cs.  :  oil,  lemongrass, 
25  in  ir.  ;  oil,  lime,  18  cs. :  oil,  peppermint  (@  N.  Y.),  20  bxs.  : 
oils,  essential,  (@,  Hong-Kong)  50  cs.,  (@  Singapore)  40,  (@ 
Messina)  11,  (@  N.  Y.)  16;  opium,  (@  Constantinople)  10, 
(@  Genoa)  68  ;  orris  ((o)  Leghorn),  50  pkgs. ;  patchouli-leaves 
(fS)  Singapore),  50  bis.  ;  _  pot.  chlorate  (@  Gothenburg),  30; 
pot.  permang.,  113;  quinine  sulphate  (@  Batavia),  6;  rhatany 
(@,  Eten),  24;  rhubarb  (1®  Shanghai),  20  cs.  ;  roots  and  barks 
((a)  N.  Y.),  27;  sal  ammoniac  (@  Amsterdam),  120;  saffron, 
((n}>  Valencia)  3,  (@  Malaga)  1;  sandarac  ((q>,  Mogador),  30; 
saltpetre,  (@  Antwerp)  162,  (@  Calcutta)  1.900;  soedlac, 
((Si  Madras)  13,  {@  Calcutta)  24;  shellac,  3,859;  button  lac, 
188;  soda  chlorate  (@  Gothenburg),  80;  soy  (%  Hong-Kong), 
83  ;  spermaceti  (@  N.  Y. ),  18  cs.  ;  sugar  of  lead  (@  Antwerp), 
20 ;  sulphur,  {@  Catania)  203  cks.,  (@.  Messina)  400  cks.  ; 
tartar,  (@  Bordeaux)  27,  {(n\  ?ilessina)  32;  thorium  nitrato 
(@  Bremen).  20;  tragacanrh  ((q\  Constant'nople),  52;  tur- 
pentine (®  Riga),  104;  vanilla,  64  cs. ;  wax,  bees',  ((S)  Havre) 
52,  (%  Leghorn)  16,  (@  Jamaica)  10.  (@  W.  C.  Africa)  17; 
wax,  carnauba  (@  Pcrnambuco)  48  bgs. ;  wax,  cerceiu 
(@  Antwerp),  20  ;  witch-hazel  (@  N.  Y.),  6  bris. 

Among  the  principal  arrivals  of  drugs  from  December  8  to 
14,  inclusive,  are  the  following:  Acid,  acetic  (®  Fredrik- 
stad),  185;  acid,  citric  (@  Bordeaux),  66;  aloes  (@(  S.  Africa), 
54;  argol  (@  Venice),  230;  asafetida  (@  Bushire),  80  cs, 
in  tr. ;  benzoin,  (@  Havre)  5  cs.,  (@  Singapore)  19  ;  camphor 
{fa}.  Foochow),  25  cs. ;  cardamoms,  66,  73  in  ir.  ;  coca-leaves- 
(®  Colombo),  10;  cream  of  tartar  {@,  Bordeaux),  233;  cuttle- 
fish-bonc  (@  Marseilles),  13;  dragon's-blood  (@  Singapore), 
7;  drugs,  (@  Cape  Colony)  70  pkgs.,  (@.  Yokoliama)  23  pkgs. 
//)  /r.\  fennel-seed,  34;  galls  (®  Hong-Kong),  66;  ganibogo> 
(®  Singapore),  18 ;  gentian  (®  Bordeaux),  £9;  honey  (® 
Jamaica),  31;  insect-floweis,  23;  insect-powder,  20:  jalap. 
15;  liquorice-juice  (®  Palermo),  63  cs.  ;  menthol,  (®  Yoko- 
hama) 85  cs.  in  tr.,  (®  Haniburc)  20;  oil.  camphor  (@  Ham- 
burg), 20;  oil,  castor  (®  Marseilles),  20  cs.  42  brIs.  ;  oil,  cod- 
liver,  (@  St.  John's,  Nfld.)  82  cks.  40  brls.,  (®  Christiania) 
15  brls.  13  cs.,  (@  Aalesund)  65,  (@  Bergen)  20;  oil,  eucalvp- 
tus  {(a),  Melbourne),  289  cs.  ;  oil,  lemongrass,  (@  Cochin)  'l2. 
(®  Calicut)  10;  oil,  peppermint,  (@  Yokohama)  60  cs.  in  tr.^ 
((fli  Hamburg)  60;  opium  (@  Constantinople),  206  cs. ;  saffroir 
(@  Malaga),  1;  sandarac  (@  !Mogador),  58;  soy  (®  Hong- 
Kong),  125;  squills  (®  Messina),  12:  tamarinds '(K.  I.).  186.- 
tartar.  (@  Bari)  325,  (®  Bordeaux)  187  ;  trairacanth,  (@  Per- 
s'an  Gulf)  668  nkgs.,  (®  Constantinople)  27:  turmeric,  (@- 
Calcutta)  250,  (®  Bombay)  266;  wax,  bees',  (@  Rangoon)  18,, 
(@  Brisbane)  10. 


DOING  TOO  MUCH. 

[At  the  Blackburn  County  Court  it  has  been  explained  that 
a  commercial  traveller  was  dismissed  because  he  .secured  too 
many  orders,  and  flooded  his  employer  with  work.] 

Well,  it's  like  this  -I'vo  got  the  push, 

I  just  liave  drawn  my  pay; 
The  guv'nor  he  won't  have  a  rnan 

Wh  )  works  the  livelong  day. 


My  character  says  "  Mr.  Smith 

A  dav  has  never  missed 
Away  from  work,  he's  honest — that's 

The  reason  he's  dismissed." — The  Olobe. 
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By  John  C.  Umney. 


IN  giving  a  title  to  the  paper  that  you  have  honoured  me 
by  asking  me  to  read  this  evening.  1  ought  perhaps  to 
have  made  it  clear  that  it  was  my  intention  to  deal  with  our 
mutual  responsibilities  only  under  the  (Sale  of  Food  and 
.Drugs  Acts.  Even  with  this  limitation  I  feel  sure  it  will 
furnish  us  with  ample  material  for  reflection  and  discus- 
sion in  the  short  time  set  apart  for  our  meeting.  The  Acts 
regulating  legal  procedure  in  case  of  adulteration  of  food 
and  drugs  were  passed  in  1875.  1879,  and  1899.  and  are 
-intended  to  provide  "  a  proper  security  for  the  sale  of  food 
and  drugs  in  a  pure  and  genuine  condition  "  (1899,  Chap.  51, 
Section  6). 

Proper  Securitij. — The  words  "proper  security"  are  of 
.peculiar  interest  to  the  pharmacist,  and  a  consideration  of 
•.their  application  to  our  trading  is  worth  attention  with  a 
view  to  the  allocation  of  responsibility  for  the  observance 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Acts.  Proper  security,  it  is  clear, 
auay  be  a  comparative  term  arguing  from  the  judgment  in 
the  Fowle  case  (Queen's  Bench,  1896.  Justices  Grantham 
-and  Wright),  by  the  decision  in  which  it  would  appear 
that  the  retail  pharmacist  is  under  greater  responsibility 
-than  the  grocer  for  the  sale  of  the  same  article.  Beeswax 
when  sold  by  a  grocer  is  not  regarded  as  a  drug,  but,  jsre- 
sumably,  when  sold  by  a  chemist  it  is  included  under  the 
general  category  of  drugs  as  defined  by  Section  2  of  the 
1875  Act — namely,  "medicines  for  internal  or  external 
use,"  This  decision  seems  to  warrant,  on  the  face  of  it,  a 
justification  for  the  chemist  charging  a  higher  price  than  the 
grocer,  and  it  also  appears  to  make  the  warranty  of  a  whole- 
sale dealer  of  different  significance  according  as  his  cus- 
±omer  is  a  chemist  or  a  grocer.  Again,  what  a  load  of 
responsibility  is  placed  on  the  pharmacist — how  great  a 
-necessity  for  up-to-date  knowledge  in  scientific  matters  per- 
taining to  the  goods  he  handles  is  implied  by  the  converse 
of  the  statement  that  "  no  defence  of  absence  of  knowledge 
will  avail  "  !  (see  Section  6  of  the  1875  Act), 

Prejudice  of  the  Purchaser. — The  penalty  of  the  law  is 
incurred  by  sale  "to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser."  but 
what  constitutes  prejudice  to  the  purchaser  is  an  interest- 
ing and  very  debatable  point,  especially  as  it  has  been  held 
to  be  unnecessary  to  prove  pecuniary  prejudice,  and  very 
rarely  is  a  prosecution  instituted  in  which  the  prejudice  is 
alleged  to  arise  solely  from  possible  injury  to  health  (proof 
.of  which  rests  with  the  prosecutor),  although  it  is  fre- 
quently made  a  subsidiary  ground  of  offence.  It  would 
seem,  therefore,  that  "proper  security"  and  "prejudice" 
may  differ  according  to  the  occupation  and  qualification  of 
the  seller — all,  however,  to  be  judged  by  the  provisions  of 
^he  same  Act.  This  brings  us  to  the  important  point  of 
standards  by  which  drugs  shall  be  judged  and  introduces 
the  wholesaler's  responsibility,  in  that  it  naturally  involves 
the  form  of  warranty  that  the  retailer  may  reasonably  or 
legally  ask  the  wholesaler  to  give.  The  Pharmacy  Act  of 
1868  (Section  15)  enacts  that — 

"  Any  person  .  ,  ,  who  shall  compound  any  medicine  of 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  except  according-  to  the  formu- 
laries of  the  said  Pharmacopoeia  shall  for  every  offence  be 
liable  to  pay  a  penalty  of  5?." 

'There  is  no  reference  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  in  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and,  indeed,  each  analyst  may  be 
said  to  fix  a  standard  according  to  his  own  lights.  The 
-fact  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  has  fixed  standards  for 
.such  articles  as  milk  and  butter,  while  no  standards  for 
drugs  are  legally  provided  or  can  be  provided  by  regula- 
tion as  in  that  case,  although  covered  by  the  same  Act, 
•only  accentuates  the  weakness  of  composite  Acts,  and  the 
necessity  for  their  revision.  It  is  instructive  to  note  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  in  regard  to  im- 
ported adulterated  food,  and  the  complete  absent  of  such 
provisions  in  relation  to  drugs.  How  different  to  the 
•United  States,  where  drugs  are  examined  on  entry,  and  are 
not  admitted  unless  complying  with  certain  standards.  In 


*  A  paper  read  before  the  Western  Chemists'  Association  of 
liOndon  on  December  21.  The  discussion  is  reported  under 
Winter  Session; 


this  connection  it  will  be  remembered  that  although  a  stan- 
dard for  spirits  is  fixed  by  the  1879  Act,  this  applies  only  to 
alcoholic  strengths,  and  an  extended  range  of  standards, 
which  are  open  to  the  greatest  objections,  has  been  put 
forward  by  the  recent  prosecutions  and  decisions  respecting 
the  sale  of  brandy. 

But  the  difficulty  does  not  end  here.  Assuming  that  the 
authority  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  is  accepted  in  the 
absence  of  an  approved  commercial  standard,  what  is  a 
pharmacopoeial  standard  ? 

(a)  Is  it  compliance  with  pliarmacopoeial  description  ? 
(h)  Is  it  compliance  witli  pharmacopoeial  characters  and 
tests  ? 

(c)  Is  it  compliance  with  the  descriptions  as  interpreted 
i,  by  the  cliaracters  and  tests  set  out  in  that  work,  and  pre- 
i      sumably  those  thought  most  suitable  for  establishing  such 

descriptions  at  the  time  of  the  publication  of  that  work  '! 

(d)  It  the  standard  is  eitlier  of  the  above  is  it  necessarily 
the  same  whether  the  article  is  a  natural  substance  or  a 
compound. 

Think  of  the  ditiiculty  likely  to  arise.  Take  the  prosecu- 
tions for  the  sale  of  phosphate  of  soda  containing  ar.senic. 
The  B.P.  of  1898  did  not  mention  the  possible  presence  of 
arsenic  nor  give  tests  for  its  absence  or  limitation,  yet 
pharmacists  were  fined  for  selling  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
purchaser  an  article  which  complied  with  the  B.P.  tests, 
but  which  had  a  contamination  detectable,  not  by  these, 
but  by  other  tests — in  those  instances  principally  on  the 
score  of  it  being  injurious  to  health. 

A  prosecution  for  the  sale  of  reduced  iron  containing 
arsenic  is  a  parallel  instance.  No  mention  is  made  in  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  of  the  possible  presence  of  arsenic 
in  this  drug,  and  in  two  cases  recently  heard  the  prosecution 
failed,  while  in  a  third,  owing  to  the  comparatively  high 
proportion  of  arsenic  present,  conviction  was  secured 
because  the  drug  appeared  to  be  dangerous  to  health. 

Here  is  an  anomalous  position.  Judged  by  the  B.P., 
the  articles  wei-e  right ;  judged  by  standards  outside  this 
national  work,  conviction  is  secured.  I  hold  the  opinion 
that  viewing  the  Pharmacopa'ia  as  a  standard  with  which 
dispensing  chemists  must  comply,  and  pharmacists  also 
when  retailing,  in  the  absence  of  approved  different  com- 
mercial standard,  the  compliance  or  otherwise  of  an  article 
with  that  work  must  be  logically  with  the  description  as 
interpreted  by  the  characters  and  tests  there  given  and  not 
by  others  the  outcome  of  research  conducted  years  it  may 
j  be  subsequent  to  the  issue  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  in- 
cluding in  consequence  advanced  knowledge  on  the  subject. 

This  view  is  worth  considering  in  the  question  of  inferred 
standards.  What  of  the  prosecutions  for  the  sale  of 
[  galenicals  such  as  compound  tincture  of  benzoin  containing 
less  than  an  arbitrary  proportion  of  extractive;  what  of 
acetum  scillae  containing  less  than  an  arbitrary  proportion 
of  acetic  acid  ;  and  what  of  other  preparations  as  to  which 
opinions  mav  differ  in  regard  to  the  final  result  obtained  by 
following  out  certain  processes,  and  where  the  product  may 
differ  according  to  the  scale  of  the  manufacturing  opera- 
tion ?  It  cannot  be  seriously  contended  that  even  an  in- 
ferred standard  should  be  such  as  would  be  framed  by 
operating  on  the  quantity  actually  set  out  in  the  official 
monograph.  Minimum  standards  for  such  articles  are 
fraught  with  danger,  as  they  always  tend  to  induce  people 
to  level  down  to  the  standards.  Averages  are  useful  for 
those  who  in  seeking  to  provide  proper  security  in  the  sale 
of  food  and  drugs,  think  they  can  be  no  better  occupied  than 
in  advising  such  prosecutions  as  these. 

Warranty. — What,  then,  can  constitute  absolute  security 
for  the  chemist  and  druggist?  That  is  to  say,  what  form 
of  warranty  is  all-sufficient  to  enable  him  to  shift  his 
re.sponsibility  to  his  manufacturing  wholesale  druggist? 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  must  be  a  most  comprehensive 
warranty,  and  must  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  guar.xntee 
purity  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  com)-)liance 
with  the  British  Pharmacopasia,  both  as  regards  descrip- 
tion and  characters  and  tests,  and,  even  where  not  compre- 
hended in  those  tests,  accurate  compliance  with  the  Mer- 
chandise-marks Act.  But  we  must  pause  to  reflect  how 
such  reliance  as  this  on  the  warranty  of  the  wholesaler  will 
affect  the  semi-professional  status  of  the  pharmacist,  and 
how  far-reaching  this  shifting  of  responsibility  from  the 
man  qualified  by  examination  to  the  wholesaler,  who  may 
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by  business  trading,  greater  opportunity,  and  more  ex- 
tended scope  of  work,  "and  possibly  by  the  employment  of 
workers  skilled  in  different  directions  of  scientific  phar- 
macy, be  in  a  better  position  than  the  retailer  lo  bear  it. 
True  it  is  that  the  dispensing  chemist  by  his  compoiuiding 
and  manipulative  skill  must  continue  to  command  respect, 
but  onlv  to  accentuate  the  partition  of  the  pharmacist's 
calling  into  those  well-defined  divisions  found  upon  the 
Continent,  especially  in  Germany — viz.,  the  apotheker  and 
the  druggist. 

But  with  a  waning  in  the  art  of  prescribing.  l)y  which  I 
mean  the  blending  of  chemical  and  galenical  siibstances  in 
suitable  forms — the  prescribing  (for  want  of  a  better  word) 
of  ready-made  mixtures,  tablets,  or  even  chemicals,  with 
the  simplified  trade-mark  names  of  which  the  public  are 
able  to  acquaint  themselves — there  is  arising  a  competition 
and  a  cutting  of  pric  es  in  dispensing  which  has  necessitated 
the  dispensing  chemist  purchasing  these  medicaments  for  use 
as  required  for  fleeting  demand  or  changing  fashion  of  his 
few  neighbouring  jn-escribers  rather  than  preparing  such  as 
he  may  of  them  himself.  Not  only  this,  but  in  the  transitory 
phase  of  medicine  that  we  have  now  reached,  when  stan- 
dardised galenicals  have  replaced  non-standardised  ones — 
only,  no  doubt,  to  be  replaced  in  their  turn  by  the  pure 
alkaloids  or  principles  upon  which  such  standardisation 
depends — the  dispensing  chemist  is  more  than  ever  depen- 
dent for  his  supplies  upon  the  manufacturer,  who.  by 
operating  on  a  large  scale,  minimises  labour  of  preparation 
and  expense  of  analytical  control. 

Whither  arc  wc  tending,  then.' — How  are  the  relative 
positions  of  the  retail  pharmacist  and  the  manufatturing 
chemist  and  druggist  being  affected?  1  feel  that  a  great 
change  is  taking  place,  and  that  the  conscientious  whole- 
saler is  becoming  more  and  more  engaged  in  conducting  a 
business  in  certain  departments  of  which  large  e.xpert 
chemical  and  pharmaceutical  knowledge  is  involved,  while 
the  retailer  is  becoming  more  and  more  dependent  on  the 
wholesaler,  and  even  if,  as  has  been  suggested,  the  war- 
ranty sections  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Ac*s  should 
be  repealed,  this  tendency  will  probably  continue. 

The  care  taken  in  the  purchase  of  everything  handled  by 
the  wholesale  druggist  is  most  elaborate.  Follow  through 
all  its  stages  even  one  of  the  simplest  of  wholesale  opera- 
tions— say.  the  making  of  a  galenical  preparation  of  bella- 
donna. From  various  available  sources  of  supply  samples 
of  roots  are  obtained  at  varying  quotations;  assay  is  re- 
quired to  show  which  is  relatively  the  most  desirable.  Then 
follow  the  processes  of  drying  and  powdering,  production 
of  liquid  e.xtract,  and  final  standardisation,  each  stage 
involving  by  care  or  the  reverse  a  not  inconsiderable  per- 
lentage  difference  in  cost.  It  has  been  said  that  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  of  1898  was  a  "Wholesalers'  Pharma- 
copoeia." How  it  could  have  been  otherwise,  with  the  trend 
of  medicine  and  the  fierce  trading  competition  of  the  cen- 
tury, I  cannot  conceive.  As  similar  conditions  still  exist, 
and  even  in  an  accentuated  form,  I  fail  to  see  how  any 
future  Board  of  Reference  in  Pharmacy  connected  with  the 
issue  of  a  new  British  Pharmacopoeia  can  be  expected  to 
make  any  material  deviation.  Onlookers  at  a  Board  of 
Experts  representing  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  are  not 
likely  to  be  so  narrow-minded  as  to  imagine  that  those 
engaged  in  so  onerous  a  work  will  approach  their  task  with 
any  spirit  of  selfish  interest,  Imt  will  be  inspired  rather  by 
the  honour  conferred  on  them  and  the  responsibility  in- 
volved in  their  important  undertaking. 

I  think  you  will  agree  that,  under  present  conditions,  a 
greater  opportunity  for  pharmaceutical-revision  work  is 
afforded  to  the  manufacturing  pharmacist.  First  in 
that  he  has  a  first-hand  acquaintance  with  the  commerce  of 
materia  medica;  second,  in  his  accumulated  analytical  and 
manufacturing  records,  which  frequently  in  one  house  may 
represent  as  much  work  as  that  of  a  thousand  retail  phar- 
macists; and.  further,  the  manufacturing  pharmacist  is 
bound  to  follow  current  literature  bearing  on  the  scientific 
aspects  of  his  calling.  Moreover,  I  say  that  the  man  who  is 
to  be  called  upon  to  bear  the  responsibility  should,  from 
some  points  of  view  at  any  rate,  be  the  man  to  prepare  the 
work  to  be  used  as  a  standard,  or  at  least  have  a  large  share 
in  the  preparation  of  it.  and  until  the  purity  of  the  drugs  is 
lontrolled  by  an  .Vet  apart  from  that  which  deals  with 
dairy  produce,  the  British  Pharmat opceia  must  be  a  work 


in  the  compilation  of  which  consideration  is  paid  to 
economy  on  the  one  hand  and  to  the  protection  of  the 
public  on  the  other.  This  work  is  now  generally  regarded 
as  the  wholesalers  responsibility.  It  represents  what  we 
can  give  from  the  results  of  experience,  experiment,  and 
research,  in  no  case  a  light  matter;  and  when  you  look  to 
the  legal  responsibility  which  the  increasing  intricacies  of 
business  entail  upon  the  wholesaler,  and  the  decreasing 
profits  brought  about  by  competition,  you  will  agree  that 
the  wholesaler  should  seek  some  considerable  return  for  his 
responsibility. 

\ou  will,  gentlemen,  agree  that  it  is  highly  desirable  to 
maintain  for  the  pharmacist's  calling  the"  security  that  it 
deserves.  The  business  even  of  the  wholesale  druggist  is  of 
110  great  magnitude.  It  is  a  business  principally  in  unexpected 
wants,  not  regular  and  looked-for  supplies;  and  the  retail 
pharmacist  I  know,  from  an  experience  gained  during  an 
apprenticeship  with  the  late  William  Martindale  (a  name 
especially  revered  in  this  A.s'sociation),  is  called  upon  to. 
spend  as  nuuh  time  in  answering  questions  gratuitously  as. 
he  is  occupied  in  remunerative  professional  and  semi-pro- 
fessional dealings. 

I  am  conscious  that  the  audience  I  am  addressing; 
to-night,  trading  in  the  richer  districts  of  the  richest 
city  in  the  world,  is  not  in  a  sense  strictly  representative  of 
the  general  pharmacy  of  this  country,  but  I  have  set  out  as. 
justly  as  can  be  our  mutual  responsibilities  and  their 
dangers,  and,  I  hope,  the  necessity  for  mutual  trust.  Pope 
has  said  : 

In  observations  which  ourselves  we  make 

Wo  grow  more  partial  for  the  tibserver's  sake. 

I  have  a  conscientious  belief  in  the  views  I  have  ex- 
pressed, and  if  my  imperfect  paper  communicated  to  you 
to-night  is  only  the  means  of  opening  a  discussion  for  the 
furtherance  of  our  mutual  interests  and  the  advancement  of 
the  science  of  pharmacy.  1  shall  only  feel  the  more  honoured. 


Bt  tbc  (Tountcr. 


A  !Maori  Ordkr. — We  get  the  following  from  a  Xew 
Zealand  chemist  : 

Cameairt. — Breass  give  are  bottle  peppermint  cure  for  bat 
hopeing  coft  for  Eyeaiiig  boy  one  Eyear  of  aic  and  Wilis  a 
bat  spuair  and  send  mo  tho  wart  to  Yours  truelj-,  Joseph 
E  —  - 

We  do  not  add  the  rendering  also  sent  with  it.  for  the 
original  was  written  on  phonetic  lines,  and  our  rcader.s 
may  desire  to  exercise  their  ingenuity  on  it. 

Blackburn  is  the  home  of  the  organising  secretary  be- 
sides other  kinds  of  secretaries.  One  of  the  latter  sent  to 
.Messrs.  C.  A.  Critchley  &  Co.  a  document  (5  inches  by 
2  inches)  thus  inscribed  : 

3p.  Sof  let 

3p.  Spirit  ginger 

'Slv.  Critchley  supplied  sal  volatile  and  tim  turc  of  ginger, 
and  this  touched  the  spot. 

At  Herne  Hill  they  are  not  excessively  gifted  in 
regard  to  the  fitness  of  things.  Mr.  Charles  Hardy  tells 
us  that  one  night  a  small  boy  presented  him  with  a  scrap 
of  paper  on  which  had  been  painfully  written  : 

1(1.  Hyordino  for  pauiting  the  throught  outside. 
There  was  an  old  lime-juice  and  glycerin  bottle  to  hold 
it  in,  and  the  boy  was  quite  indignant  when  Mr.  Hardy 
suggested  a  poison-bottle. 

TwiCKEXHAM  is  a  place  about  which  poets  have  sung,  and 
even  those  who  are  not  poets  can  speak  poetically  of  its 
charms.  It  is  only  chemists  who  cannot  always  sing  so 
gleefully.  There  not  long  ago  a  tiny  specimen  of  humanity, 
whose  face  rivalled  a  Tibetan's,  pla(  ed  a  bottle  on  Mr. 
Palmer's  counter  and  dolefully  said,  "  Mother  says  it  ain't 
done  'er  no  'arm.    She'll  'ave  another  pennorth.  ' 

In  such  pursuits  as  these  'tis  hard  to  square 
The  circle  of  our  mutual  aspirations, 
And  the  goal  for  men  and  measures  flits 
.■\\vay — far  back,  c'eii  to  the  Ewigkeit. 


